
A Night with the King 
Esther 2:1-18 

Big Idea: 
God’s Providence is greater than our sin and circumstances. We can have hope that God can 

still use us. 
 

Introduction 
 

Started going through Esther last week 
 

Brief History 
 

Happening around 486-465B.C. in Persia- 
 
 

Things we’re going to learn from Esther 
● The Reality of God’s hiddenness (Bible we see the theme of Presence to hiddenness in 

the O.T. until the coming of Christ). 
o Eden-Noah-Abraham-Moses-Prophets- 

● God’s Activity and Purpose in All things 
o God uses broken people for His purposes 

● God’s Heart of Rescue for His people 
o We are to be a people of Celebration 

 
 

 
Esther 2:1-18 

2 After these things (comment), when the anger of King Ahasuerus had 
abated(comment), he remembered(comment) Vashti and what she had done and what 
had been decreed against her. 2 Then the king's young men who attended him said, 
“Let beautiful young virgins be sought out for the king. 3 And let the king appoint 
officers in all the provinces of his kingdom to gather all the beautiful young virgins to 
the harem in Susa the citadel, under custody of Hegai, (comment) the king's eunuch, 
who is in charge of the women. Let their cosmetics be given them. 4 And let the young 
woman who pleases the king[a] be queen instead of Vashti.” This pleased (comment) 
the king, and he did so. 
5 Now there was a Jew in Susa the citadel whose name was Mordecai, the son of Jair, 
son of Shimei, son of Kish, a Benjaminite, 6 who had been carried away from Jerusalem 
among the captives carried away with Jeconiah king of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon had carried away.(Comment) 7 He was bringing up Hadassah, that is 
Esther(Comment), the daughter of his uncle, for she had neither father nor mother. The 
young woman had a beautiful figure and was lovely to look at(comment), and when 
her father and her mother died, Mordecai took her as his own daughter. 8 So when the 
king's order and his edict were proclaimed, and when many young women were 
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gathered in Susa the citadel in custody of Hegai, Esther also was taken into the king's 
palace and put in custody of Hegai, who had charge of the women. 9 And the young 
woman pleased him and won his favor(comment). And he quickly provided her with 
her cosmetics and her portion of food, and with seven chosen young women from the 
king's palace, and advanced her and her young women to the best place in the 
harem. 10 Esther had not made known her people or kindred, for Mordecai had 
commanded her not to make it known.(comment) 11 And every day Mordecai walked in 
front of the court of the harem to learn how Esther was and what was happening to 
her. 
12 Now when the turn came for each young woman to go in to King Ahasuerus, after 
being twelve months under the regulations for the women, since this was the regular 
period of their beautifying, six months with oil of myrrh and six months with spices and 
ointments for women— 13 when the young woman went in to the king in this way, she 
was given whatever she desired to take with her from the harem to the king's 
palace. 14 In the evening she would go in, and in the morning she would return to the 
second harem in custody of Shaashgaz, the king's eunuch, who was in charge of the 
concubines. She would not go in to the king again, unless the king delighted in her and 
she was summoned by name. 
15 When the turn came for Esther the daughter of Abihail the uncle of Mordecai, who 
had taken her as his own daughter, to go in to the king, she asked for nothing except 
what Hegai the king's eunuch, who had charge of the women, advised. Now Esther 
was winning favor in the eyes of all who saw her. 16 And when Esther was taken to King 
Ahasuerus, into his royal palace, in the tenth month, which is the month of Tebeth, in 
the seventh year of his reign, 17 the king loved Esther more than all the women, and she 
won grace and favor in his sight more than all the virgins, so that he set the royal 
crown[b] on her head and made her queen instead of Vashti. (comment)18 Then the 
king gave a great feast for all his officials and servants; it was Esther's feast. He also 
granted a remission of taxes to the provinces and gave gifts with royal generosity. 

 
 
 

Big Idea 
God’s Providence is greater than our sin and circumstances. We can have hope that God can 

still use us. 
 
 

Outline 
God’s Providence is bigger than our past, place, position 

 
What is God’s Providence? 

● It is foresight or making provision beforehand 
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● to supply what is needed; to give sustenance or support.” And so the noun “providence” 
has come to mean the act of “providing for or sustaining and governing the universe by 
God.” 

 
What Providence doesn’t mean: 

● Fate- Impersonal forces beyond our control dictating a predetermined future that can’t 
be altered. 

● My actions don’t mean anything! I’m just a robot and whatever God has predetermined 
will be, so why do anything? 

o We are accountable for our choices, the motives of our heart. 
o God is completely Sovereign and ruling over every detail of this world. 

▪ Job 11:7-9"Can you discover the depths of God? Can you discover the 
limits of the Almighty? "They are high as the heavens, what can you do? 
Deeper than Sheol, what can you know? "Its measure is longer than the 
earth And broader than the sea. 

 
What it does mean: 

● God’s will and plan will be done and accomplished according to His loving and good 
purpose. 

o Daniel 4:35"All the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, But He 
does according to His will in the host of heaven And among the inhabitants of 
earth; And no one can ward off His hand Or say to Him, 'What have You done?' 

 
● God’s will and plan is stronger than our own and He can provide for those things in the 

future that we don’t see! 
o Joseph- You intended this for Evil but God intended it for good! The Lord’s 

Providence lead Joseph through all these things for His good purpose. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

I.) God’s Providence is bigger than our Past 
Esther’s Imperfect Past 

● Caught living between two worlds (Jew & Part of the Empire) 
o Compromised (Look at Daniel)- “If someone is willing to suffer the 

consequences, full obedience to God’s law is always an option.” Ian Druid 
▪ Submitted to men rather than God. 
▪ Hid her Jewishness 
▪ Forsook the dietary code and ate the King’s food 
▪ Played the role of a sex object for the King-Pre-marital sex, marrying him. 
▪ Knew how to work the system and gain favor 

 



As the events of the book unfold, the tension between her two identities will force her to 
decide between them on several occasions, the first one being almost immediately after she 
arrives in the royal palace.5 On the one hand, being true to her Jewish roots would certainly 
mean avoiding at all costs becoming a pagan king’s concubine. On the other hand, living in the 
cultural climate of the Persians would mean seeing the luxury of the Persian court as something 
desirable. Esther, it seems, is really caught between two worlds. Throughout history, people of 
faith have always found themselves living in the same tension, struggling with whether to be 
faithful to their core identity among the people of God or whether to capitulate to the 
pressures of cultural expectations and opportunities. 
 
Our Imperfect Past 

● Compromising with the world 
o Sexually compromised and broken 

▪ Pornography, Pre-Marital Sex, Adultery 
o Marriages that have fallen apart and life in shambles 

▪ Forsaken the covenant of your youth. 
o Terrible choices and words expressed in moments of anger and frustration 

▪ Physical, Emotional, Relational Abuse… 
o Spending years and years of your life for what doesn’t matter 

▪ Entertainments, Comfort, Luxury, Affluence 
▪ Living a life marked by selfishness rather than selflessly giving yourself for 

the benefit of others! (Esther had been only thinking of herself until time 
came for her skin to be put on the line). 

o Hiding your identity as a Christian for fear that you’ll be rejected or socially 
marginalized.  

 
God has a way of using people with broken pasts: Rahab….David….Matthew 

 
Application: There is HOPE for you. God’s Providence is bigger than your past.  

 
 
 
 

II.) God’s Providence is bigger than our Place 
Esther’s Imperfect place 

● Caught living in a broken world and broken empire 
o Lived as a minority in a volatile Empire 

▪ Didn’t’ return to the Jews but stayed… 
o Lived in a world system dominated by power and wealth (Aladin….) 

▪ Women were used as sex objects and those who refused were cast out 
o Was selected to be in the King’s Harem  
o Married to a Pagan King (Drunk-Extremely Volitile) 

 
 
Our Imperfect Place 



● Caught in a country that values wealth, beauty, and comfort over everything 
● Maybe you’re in an imperfect work situation! Tough to live as a Christian in the midst of 

so much darkness 
● Sickness- Cancer, perpetual sickness 
● Financial Ruin- Struggling 
● Social Marginalization- Feel isolated and alone 
● Hard Age- Older and body 

 
 
 

Application: There is HOPE for you. God’s Providence is bigger than your Place 
 

III.) God’s Providence is bigger than our Position 
Esther’s Imperfect Position 

● Was orphaned and raised by older cousin 
● Was extremely beautiful, wasn’t asked! But selected to be the King’s. 
● Chose to enter King’s Harem and become the King’s wife 

o Forsaking God’s law and married to a Non-Christian 
 
 
 
Our Imperfect Positions: 

● Come from a broken home growing up-Parent’s divorced, fighting 
● Abused and hurt, so learned to use whatever you had to your advantage 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Application: There is HOPE for you. God’s Providence is bigger than your Position.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Application: 
Story from Gordon MacDonald about English Pup and Painter. 

 
“In the words of a Portuguese proverb, “God writes straight, but with crooked lines.”12 The 
remarkable, even scandalous, truth is that God’s providence is strong enough and his grace is 
big enough to take the crooked lines of our moral compromises and to “write straight” his 



larger redemptive story. Thus, there is hope for us, just as there was for Esther. He can redeem 
the seemingly unredeemable. He can “write straight” with very crooked lines.” --Bryan Gregory 

 






