
Such a Time as This 
Esther 4:1-17 

 
Introduction 

 
Esther- A story of Rescue through the most unlikely of people. 

 
● God’s Silence 
● God’s Activity 
● God Uses Broken People 
● God’s Heart of Rescue 
● God’s People Celebrate  

 
Esther 4:1-17 

 
4 When Mordecai learned all that had been done, Mordecai tore his clothes and put on 
sackcloth and ashes, and went out into the midst of the city, and he cried out with a loud and 
bitter cry.(Comment 1) 2 He went up to the entrance of the king's gate, for no one was allowed 
to enter the king's gate clothed in sackcloth.(Comment 2) 3 And in every province, wherever the 
king's command and his decree reached, there was great mourning among the Jews, with 
fasting and weeping and lamenting, and many of them lay in sackcloth and ashes.(Comment 3) 

4 When Esther's young women and her eunuchs came and told her, the queen was deeply 
distressed. She sent garments to clothe Mordecai, so that he might take off his sackcloth, but 
he would not accept them. 5 Then Esther called for Hathach, one of the king's eunuchs, who had 
been appointed to attend her, and ordered him to go to Mordecai to learn what this was and 
why it was. 6 Hathach went out to Mordecai in the open square of the city in front of the king's 
gate, 7 and Mordecai told him all that had happened to him, and the exact sum of money that 
Haman had promised to pay into the king's treasuries for the destruction of the 
Jews. 8 Mordecai also gave him a copy of the written decree issued in Susa for their destruction, 

that he might show it to Esther and explain it to her and command her to go to the king to beg 
his favor and plead with him on behalf of her people. (Comment 4) 9 And Hathach went and told 
Esther what Mordecai had said. 10 Then Esther spoke to Hathach and commanded him to go to 
Mordecai and say, 11 “All the king's servants and the people of the king's provinces know that if 
any man or woman goes to the king inside the inner court without being called, there is but one 
law—to be put to death, except the one to whom the king holds out the golden scepter so that 
he may live. But as for me, I have not been called to come in to the king these thirty days.” 
(Comment 5) 
12 And they told Mordecai what Esther had said. 13 Then Mordecai told them to reply to Esther, 
“Do not think to yourself that in the king's palace you will escape any more than all the other 
Jews.(Comment 6) 14 For if you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance will rise for the 
Jews from another place, but you and your father's house will perish. And who knows whether 
you have not come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” (Comment 7)15 Then Esther told 
them to reply to Mordecai, 16 “Go, gather all the Jews to be found in Susa, and hold a fast on my 
behalf, and do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my young women will also fast 



as you do. Then I will go to the king, though it is against the law, and if I perish, I 
perish.”[c]17 Mordecai then went away and did everything as Esther had ordered him. (Comment 
8). 

 
Comments 

1. Mourning of Mortdecai- It is because of Mortdecai’s defiance and stance against Haman 
that this situation is coming upon his people. It’s not simply because of Mortdecai but it’s 
the old enemy Agag of the Amalekites coming back to destroy God’s people. On the day 
before Passover the edict for their destruction was announced. A day to remember and 
celebrate God’s victory over their enemies turns into a day to mourn and grieve over their 
current predicament. Mordecai’s mourning is both personal and corporate. 

a. Sackcloth and Ashes- Sackcloth and Ashes are used frequently in the Bible. The 
Sackcloth is usually made up of a rough and uncomfortable black goat skin and the 
ashes are used to signify destruction and ruin. 

i. What we can learn: It’s ok to grieve, to mourn, to have sadness. Mortdecai 
the man of wisdom and later a confidence in Divine Providence mourns. 
Sometimes Christians falsely believe they can’t externally show sadness or 
grieve! We should and must. Our mourning and grieving is tinted with hope 
however. We mourn as those whose hope isn’t in this life or world.  

1. What issues in your life have you suppressed and not truly grieved or 
mourned over….personally, nationally? 

 
2. The Palace Bubble- Mortdecai can’t come into the palace while grieving and in sackcloth. 

The palace isn’t the place for people who are sad or mourning. Esther isn’t even aware of 
the impending doom set against her people and she’s in the palace! This scene again 
reinforces the bubble that Xerxes lives in and wants to reinforce. His city is in chaos and he’s 
relaxing and celebrating over a round of drinks with Haman about a plot of genocide. He 
wants to prevent any sadness from entering his world, any reality other than the one he 
wants to see or entertain. 

a. Romans 12:15- Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.  How 
often are we like the King? We don’t want to grieve with those grieving or mourn 
with those who are mourning. We’ll share in a laugh or a joyous party but we tend 
to try to retreat to our personal bubble when it might cost us something to be there 
for another. Are we even willing to open ourselves up to hear and listen to the 
suffering’s of those who are right around us? It might mean we choose to open up 
our lives and homes to those who are suffering or mourning that we might listen, 
empathize, and prayerfully respond.  

 
3. Mourning of the Jews- As the decree spreads the mourning grows. This includes fasting 

joined with their weeping and lamenting. Once again we see that Author use the literary 
device of withholding God’s name or any mention of prayer that we might look for it. All 
throughout the bible fasting and prayer & repentance go together. It’s always a cry out to 
God. Why withhold food if not for God to see and hear? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+4&version=ESV#fen-ESV-12779c


a. Joel 2:12-14-“Yet even now,” declares the LORD, “return to me with all your heart, 
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; and rend your hearts and not your 
garments.” Return to the LORD your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to 
anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and he relents over disaster. Who knows 
whether he will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind him, a grain offering 
and a drink offering for the LORD your God? 

b. Jonah 3:8-10- but let man and beast be covered with sackcloth and let them call out 
mightily to God. Let everyone turn from his evil way and from the violence that is in 
his hands.9 Who knows? God may turn and relent and turn from his fierce anger, so 
that we may not perish.” 10 When God saw what they did, how they turned from 
their evil way, God relented of the disaster that he had said he would do to them, 
and he did not do it. 

i. Corporate and Unified Fasting and Mourning is a good and healing thing! 
1. Nationally-A Nation falls when it’s divided from the inside.  

a. 9/11, Abortion, Racial Tension, Sexual Confusion, Mass 
Shooting’s 

2. Church’s- A Time of Spiritual Attack, Time’s of Unrepentant and 
Hardened Hearts, for Conviction and Desire, Doctrinal Purity 

3. Families- Death, Mourning & Repenting of Sin,  
 

4. Esther the Jew- Mortdecai informs Esther of the impending and precarious situation. 
Remember, Esther has hidden her true Identity from the King and those around him for close 
to 5 years now. I’m sure as time has gone on it’s created a separation from her true Identity 
as a Jew. She chose the palace life and kept her Jewish identity and heritage a secret. 
Mortdecai now asks her to go to the King to save her people. He’s reminding her that her true 
Identity, the one that endures, the one that matters is of being a part of God’s people. The two 
things we see Esther doing in this chapter that help. 

 
a. Identify- She’s called to remember who she really is. Even though it’s hidden in the 

palace, it will come out that she is a Jew. Mortdecai is calling her to forsake her 
comfort, her security, her ease to identify with God’s people. She has much to lose by 
intentionally choosing to reveal her identity, especially now. 

i. We see the same thing with the story of Moses. He was in Pharaoh’s house 
and chose to identify with God’s people, his people, rather than live a life of 
luxury and comfort with Pharaoh. It cost him exile.  

1. Hebrews 11:24-27- “By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused 
to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing rather to be 
mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting 
pleasures of sin. He considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth 
than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward. By faith 
he left Egypt, not being afraid of the anger of the king, for he endured 
as seeing him who is invisible. 

 
ii. We see this with Christ. Jesus was willing to Identify with His creation. The 

Incarnation is God choosing to take all the pain, suffering, and limitations of 



humanity into himself that He might with us and we might be with Him. C.S. 
Lewis said, “The Son of God became a man to enable men to become sons of 
God.” He identifies in our humanity: birth, growth, friendships, parents, job, 
love, betrayal, death….He was poor….he was tempted, he felt grief… 

1. Hebrews 4:15- For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has 
been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 

2. Ultimately He Identified with us through taking our sin upon Himself 
that we might be identified with Him. 2 Corinthians 5:21- For our sake 
he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God. 

 
iii. God calls us to be a people who Identify who His people and the hurting, 

suffering, broken, and sinful. That is who we are and He identified with us. 
We are called to enter that space with other people.  

1. The Poor 
2. The Minority 
3. The Broken with Sin 
4. The Grieving 

 
b. Mediate- Not only does Mortdecai ask Esther to make a stand and identify with her 

people, God’s people. Mortdecai also says that she’s her to mediate for God’s people. 
Esther was to be the mediator, the middle man, the person who brings peace in the 
midst of conflict, who brings resolution in differences, who creates favorable 
relationship in the midst of anger and tension. How? She was to use her dual Identity 
as leverage for God’s people. She wasn’t just a Jew, she was also the Queen. She was 
to use her favorable status with the King for the benefit, not of simply herself, but of 
others.  

i. This shows us Christ. He is fully God and became fully human that He might 
become our mediator. He stands between us and God. There is justice against 
us because of our sin (Eph.2:1-3), God’s wrath. Jesus is our mediator because 
he takes that wrath from God and dispenses grace towards us. He uses His 
dual identity to both stand for God and stand for Humanity. He does it to heal 
the divide between humanity and God.  

1. 1 Timothy 2:5-6- “5 For there is one God, and there is one mediator 
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a 
ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time. 

a. You need a mediator between you and God. Jesus is that 
mediator. He reveals God to us and takes our sin that we 
might be with the Father.  

 
 

5. Pleasure of the King- Esther replies back to Mortdecai that he isn’t fully aware of all that 
he’s asking. In a Monarchy, the King rules. His pleasure of displeasure means life or death, 
mean the fall or rise of a people, a city, a nation. Esther tells Mortdecai that she hasn’t seen 



the King in the last 30 days, and the King isn’t sleeping alone at night. She’s saying that she 
might not be in the best standing with the King. If he hasn’t called her for a month and is 
sleeping around, it might not be the best time to barge in unannounced and start telling him 
how to run the Empire. Especially, since violating the King’s orders is exactly what got the 
last queen booted off the scene. I’m sure having another queen violate his wishes might not 
end with simple banishment. The only hope for Esther is that the King is in a gracious mood 
and holds out the golden scepter for reprieve. The whole plan revolves around the emotional 
state of a volatile King.  

 
6. Persecution comes to all- Mortdecai tells Esther than he understands the danger she’s in and 

the circumstances surrounding her, but that she’s not going to be exempt from this decree. 
Just because you think you’ve kept your identity hidden in the palace, from the King, doesn’t 
mean you will escape. This persecution is going to come to everyone, you included. 
Mortdecai is helping Esther to see clearly the situation around her and what her best choice 
is! Face this trial, don’t run or hide from it.  

a. We’re not able to insulate ourselves from suffering and pain. We’re not able truly 
protect against persecution. These things will come your way in life. You can’t 
insulate them with money, with busyness, with your position, or family. The question 
is not IF they will come, but WHEN and HOW will you respond? When persecution 
comes our way, hiding will never solve the problem. Face this trial and persecution, 
don’t run or hide from it.  

 
7. Purpose in our position- This is the theme verse for the chapter and the whole book. There 

are multiple things going on in this verse: 
a. Mortdecai is demonstrating his confidence in Divine Providence. Thought God’s 

name isn’t mentioned, where else is deliverance going to come from other than the 
Lord? This verse isn’t saying that Esther better do something or God will, NO! God 
will use Esther or He’ll use another means. Ultimately God will save and work, the 
question is do you want to be a part of His plan or perish in opposition to it? God is 
Sovereign and His plan of salvation for His people will be accomplished. The 
question is if we want to join or shrivel away in hiding? 

 
b. God puts us in our positions for a purpose- Esther came into her position through 

some compromises, through hiding her Identity, breaking God’s law. Could God still 
use her in the midst of her compromises and brokenness? Yes! She was in the Palace, 
a position of influence, the question is will she see she’s been granted that position 
and choose to use it for the Kingdom rather than herself? 

i. Acts 17:26-27- “26 And he made from one man every nation of mankind to 
live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the 
boundaries of their dwelling place, 27 that they should seek God, and perhaps 
feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each 
one of us, 

1. Everything we have is a gift of grace from God: Position, Talent, 
Relationships…If it’s a gift, we aren’t entitled to use it simply on 
ourselves, but for the benefit of others.  



a. Do you realize what you have is by God’s grace? Is this 
humbling you out of pride and entitlement? 

 
2. Esther is called Queen 13 out of the 14 times after she steps up and 

risks her life. Greatness isn’t a title given but a designation gifted 
when we give up our life for others. She’s called Queen when she 
uses her position for the benefit of her people rather than herself.  

a. Whoever seeks to save His life will lose it and whoever loses 
His life will save it Luke 17:33 

 
i. How are you using the positions and power God has 

given you to help others? 
 

c. God uses all kinds of positions for His purpose. Esther wasn’t teaching the Bible, 
she wasn’t seen as being in vocational ministry, but God used her position to greatly 
redeem and rescue His people. 

i. Ray Bakke- A Theology as Big as the City: 3 Main characters used by God in 
return from the exile: Ezra (Teacher of the Law), Nehemiah (Urban 
Developer), and Esther (Worked in Secular Courts for Justice) 

1. Sin has broken our relationship with God, Creation, One Another, and 
Ourselves…..All vocations and jobs can be a part of God’s plan to 
redeem and heal His good world.  

a. Lawyers, Teachers, Biologists, Nurses, Financial Advisors, 
Gemologists….Use your position and talents for the Kingdom 
of God.  

 
8. Courageous Esther: An Signpost that points us to Christ. 

a. Esther isn’t an example: In lots of areas she’s not…She does show courage. 
b. Esther is a signpost. She points us to the greater reality of Jesus Christ. 

i. Jesus left His heavenly palace for us 
ii. He Identified and Mediated for us.  

iii. Jesus truly perished for His people’s salvation. 
iv. Jesus affected a greater victory than Esther in rescuing His people from 

eternal separation from the King of the Universe.  
1. Living FOR Jesus comes after being rescued BY Jesus.  

 
 

 






