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Introduction: 
 

Background of Esther 
 
 

Esther 7:1-10 
 

7 So the king and Haman went in to feast (Comment 1) with Queen Esther. 2 And on 
the second day, as they were drinking wine after the feast, the king again said to 
Esther, “What is your wish, Queen Esther? It shall be granted you. And what is your 
request? Even to the half of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.” 3 Then Queen Esther 
answered, “If I have found favor in your sight, O king, and if it please the king, let my 
life be granted me for my wish, and my people for my request.(Comment 2) 4 For we 
have been sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. If 
we had been sold merely as slaves, men and women, I would have been silent, for our 
affliction is not to be compared with the loss to the king.” 5 Then King Ahasuerus said to 
Queen Esther, “Who is he, and where is he, who has dared[a] to do this?” 6 And Esther 
said, “A foe and enemy! This wicked Haman!” Then Haman was terrified before the 
king and the queen.(Comment 3) 
7 And the king arose in his wrath from the wine-drinking and went into the palace 
garden, but Haman stayed to beg for his life from Queen Esther, for he saw that harm 
was determined against him by the king. 8 And the king returned from the palace 
garden to the place where they were drinking wine, as Haman was falling on the couch 
where Esther was. And the king said, “Will he even assault the queen in my presence, 
in my own house?” As the word left the mouth of the king, they covered Haman's 
face. 9 Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs in attendance on the king, said, 
“Moreover, the gallows[b] that Haman has prepared for Mordecai, whose word saved 
the king, is standing at Haman's house, fifty cubits[c] high.” And the king said, “Hang 
him on that.”(Comment 4) 10 So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had 
prepared for Mordecai. Then the wrath of the king abated. (Comment 5) 

 
 
 

Comments 
 

Comment 1- The Centrality of meals in the book of Esther and the Bible. Notice how all through 
the book of Esther major events revolve around meals. Vashti is deposed around a meal. 
Esther’s Queenship is celebrated by a feast. The destruction of the Jews was topped of by a 
meal with Haman and Xerxes. Mortdecai’s mourning is seen by his refusal of food. The greatest 
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reversal of the story happens in Esther’s banquet. At the end of the book we see the Jewish 
people celebrate their victory with a meal. We all know we must eat to live. What we are 
reminded is how vital meals can be in seeing dramatic change in the world around us, for good 
or evil. Jesus uses meals to be a means of connection. There’s more to food than fuel. God 
desires that food would be a means of connecting in a deeper and more profound way with 
those around us. In a time when eating is done as quickly and efficiently as possible, I believe 
we’re called to rediscover the practice of table fellowship and hospitality. Redeem the reason 
you eat for the glory of God and the advancement of His purposes in this world. Use your 21+ 
meals opportunities each week to connect with those around you. As we see in Esther, “God 
has a way of showing up at tables. In fact, it’s worth noting that at the center of the spiritual 
lives of God’s people in both the Old and New Testaments, we find a table: the table of Passover 
and the table of Communion. New Testament scholar N. T. Wright captured something of this 
sentiment when he wrote, “When Jesus himself wanted to explain to his disciples what his 
forthcoming death was all about, he didn’t give them a theory, he gave them a meal.”(Quote 
from Barry Jones). We see and encounter God’s activity in our lives and in this world often 
through the very common and ordinary event of a meal, if we’re willing to let Him redeem 
them for His purposes.  
 
 
Comment 2- Esther’s Unity with her people shows us Christ’s Unity with us. Did you notice 
Esther’s words? She not only identified but bound up her destiny with her people’s destiny. 
Their destruction was her destruction. Her salvation was their salvation. The Esther we saw in 
the opening chapters is gone. The girl who hid her Jewishness, rejected the Sabbath and dietary 
laws, flagrantly violated the sexual ethic prescribed in the O.T. is now come out from hiding and 
has embraced her people. Esther could have just sought to protect her own life. Save me, don’t 
let me die. She instead chooses complete unity with her people. If Xerxes chooses to destroy 
them she is destroyed. If he chooses to save Esther, then they are saved. Notice that the people 
have nothing to do in this scenario! They are saved only by being related to Esther. They are 
saved only through her merits and effort, not their own. They are only saved because she 
interceded and mediated on their behalf, not because they were such great citizens. This points 
us to the greater reality for us that’s found in Christ. We had a much greater and just 
destruction sentenced against us because of our rebellion and sin against the true King. “For 
the wages of sin is death” says Paul in Romans 3:23. It means that what we have earned for our 
hard labor in sin is death. Physical death is a result of sin, but this is talking about something far 
more dangerous Spiritual and Eternal separation from God, the source of life. The King’s wrath 
was justly set upon us and our sentence was of condemnation was sure. Yet, a Savior appeared 
to rescue us from our broken state and looming condemnation. The Son of God came and not 
only identified but bound himself to His people. He went to the cursed tree to take our curse. 
He was buried to show our sin is dead with Him. He was raised 3 days later to show we are no 
longer dead in sin but alive to God. He ascended to the Father to show that we no longer simply 
live in this world but also dwell with God through Christ in the heavens. Do you see that our 
destruction became His destruction? His salvation and righteousness became our salvation and 
righteousness. Oh, this most invaluable and untapped wealth of the Christian faith. When you 
are IN Christ your destruction, sin, failure, past have been placed upon Christ and are no longer 
yours to bear. His perfect success has rescued and set you free. You have not secured this 



salvation, this favored position. No! It is only by being rightly connected to Christ that you share 
in these benefits. It is when you are connected to Christ by faith that you lay hold of these 
beautiful soul saving realities. You can never gain it by being a good enough citizen, by trying to 
impress the king! It can only come by the one who is in the position to actually mediate and pay 
the debt. How do we respond to this overwhelming reality? Listen to what Paul says in 
Colossians 3:1-4 “If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, 
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that are above, not 
on things that are on earth. 3 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in 
God. 4 When Christ who is your  life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.” 
 
 
Comment 3- Esther teaches us about believing in God’s Providence and making meaningful 
choices. Remember what Mortdecai says back in Esther 4:13-14” Do not think to yourself that in 
the king's palace you will escape any more than all the other Jews. 14 For if you keep silent at this 
time, relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews from another place, but you and your father's 
house will perish. And who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time as 
this?” Ever since Esther has lived out the tension between trusting that God will rescue but that 
she is called to make wise and meaningful choices in that rescue plan. We see these two 
complimentary truths walking side by side under the surface of the whole story. 1.) God is 
completely Sovereign and no one or things can stay His hand. 2.) We make meaningful and 
accountable choices that really matter. The whole story of Esther is demonstrating the 
Sovereignty and Providence of God in every single event. God worked to give Esther favor and 
position at every step of the story, it wasn’t simply Esther. The Bible clearly teaches God’s 
Sovereign rule and will over this world. Job 42:2- "I know that You can do all things, And that no 
purpose of Yours can be thwarted” Isaiah 46:10 –“Declaring the end from the beginning, And 
from ancient times things which have not been done, Saying, 'My purpose will be established, 
And I will accomplish all My good pleasure';” What separates God from false gods is that His 
reign and will are accomplished. He is in control of the world, even and especially when we 
don’t understand, and is guiding it towards His plan of redemption and restoration. Yet, while 
God is completely Sovereign and we can rest in His plan, we are also called to act and make 
wise and meaningful choices. Esther didn’t lapse into laziness or fatalism. God will save so that’s 
that and I’ll just wait. No. She knew that if she was to be a part of His plan she would need to 
act. We act because we know and believe that our choices matter and we are accountable for 
them. Romans 14:12 says, “So then, each of us will give an account of ourselves to God” 
Christians aren’t fatalists. We don’t believe that God’s going to act and so I’m going to sit 
around and wait and do nothing. God’s is completely Sovereign AND we are called to live a life 
of wise and faithful obedience to Him.  
 

 
 
*One of my favorite examples of this biblical reality and tension is found in Acts 27.  
 
 
 



Understanding, believing, and living out these two vital truths helps us to live a healthy and 
faithful life unto God. Examples of living in the tension 

● God’s going to save people. He’s promised that He’s going to make a people for 
His name. He’s going to build His church. How? Through His people faithfully 
sharing the gospel. 

● God’s going to restore His creation, He’s going to heal it. We’re called to be 
faithful stewards over the resources He’s given to us.  

● God provides for His people. And you better know how to work and be generous.  
 
 
Comment 4- Xerxes negative example serves to highlight God’s glorious Reign. Xerxes shows us 
a clear example of a bad king. The story piles up this negative image. He is more concerned with 
his parties and glory than his empires good, he uses women as toys and objects, he’s easily 
manipulated and lead astray by those around him, he gets drunk and loses his temper 
frequently, he takes bribery and doesn’t bat an eye at genocide, he doesn’t take responsibility 
for his actions and instead shifts all blame to other parties….The narrator makes it easy to poke 
and prod at the brokenness and sinfulness of such a king. It is through seeing the darkness of 
what a King can be like that we gain gratitude and joy for the character and nature of the King 
we serve.  

● Whereas Xerxes is marked by pride and vain glory, God is marked by humility and 
compassion for others.  

● Xerxes uses people like disposable possessions, God cherishes and values each person 
as one bearing His image.  

● Xerxes is constantly manipulated by those around him, God takes counsel within himself 
and is therefore never manipulated into destructive or terrible choices. 

● Xerxes is constantly emotionally volatile because of his drunkenness and anger, while 
God feels emotion His posture stays the same because He is never changing.  

● Xerxes refuses to take responsibility for his sinful actions, God takes responsibility not 
for any wrong done by him, but takes responsibility for His enemies and takes their debt 
upon Himself.  

 
Xerxes reign of darkness shows how much greater the light of God’s reign is. Often we’ve had 
bad or negative examples of leadership in our lives or in this world. Let those contrasts show 
the brilliance and beauty of our Great God event greater. You’ve had a husband that hasn’t lead 
you well, don’t import that onto Christ, but let it show you the perfection and goodness of 
Christ even more. You had a Father who abused and treated you terribly or left you. Realize 
that God is not like your earthly Father but is a faithful, loving, and consistent Father. Perhaps 
you’ve worked and had bosses that were two faced, unreliable, ready to cut you out to save 
their own skin. Realize God’s not like that. He cut himself out that you might be brought in! He’s 
a faithful leader. His leadership in our lives can empower us to become faithful leader’s in the 
lives of others. How is God’s faithful leadership in your life affecting your leadership in the lives 
around you? 
 
 



Comment 5- Our enemies will be defeated, and this bring an Enduring Hope into our lives. We 
begin to see the resolution of the book of Esther. The wicked Haman finally gets the ironic and 
cursed death he had sought to bring upon Mortdecai and the Jews. Earlier on in the story of 
Esther it looked as if Haman was untouchable. He’s second in command, the King is a pushover, 
he’s extremely wealthy and has conspired and brought about an irrevocable command against 
the Jews. It seemed like this enemy was too great to be overthrown or defeated. Yet, here we 
see that nothing is impossible with God. He will defeat His people’s enemies! God does not 
delight in the death of the wicked, but he hates injustice and loves to help the oppressed and 
poor. All throughout history and even now in various parts of the world there are leader’s and 
enemies like Haman: “Adolf Hitler, Duvalier family in Haiti, Kim family in North Korea, Idi Amin 
in Uganda, Benito Mussolini in Italy, Pol Pot in Cambodia, Joseph Stalin in Russia, Théoneste 
Bagosora in Rwanda, Mao Zedong in China, Saddam Hussein in Iraq, and Rafael Trujillo in the 
Dominican Republic. Each of them, like Haman, had an unquenchable thirst for power and an 
unrelenting brutality toward anyone who threatened it. Haman stands as the prototype for all 
the mass murderers, tyrannical despots, and ruthless dictators. But now he comes to his day of 
reckoning. (Bryan Gregory)” God will bring an end and the Haman’s of this world will face 
defeat, whether in this time or in the future, in this life or the next. Ultimately, we see the 
gospel truth in this. God sent His son into the world to defeat much larger and looming enemies 
than the next Haman like evil ruler. Christ came to Israel in a time of political defeat and 
enslavement to the Roman empire. His people weren’t free politically or socially, they were 
enslaved to the power and will of Rome. Yet, when the freedom fighters, Zealots, tried to wrap 
Jesus up in their plans of rebellion against Rome he declined. His eyes were set on bigger 
targets than Israel’s independence from Rome, that wasn’t the true enemy. What creates 
Haman’s? What creates war? What makes people enemies rather than friends? There are 
bigger enemies behind who we think is our enemy. Jesus knew that the real enemies that 
needed to be defeated are Sin, Death, and Satan.  

● Sin- Separates us from God…inward rebellion and selfishness.  
● Death- Physical and Spiritual death. Brought us back to God that we might live forever. 
● Satan- Freedom from his reign, control, or power. We have a new shepherd who 

protects us. 
 
This brings HOPE. 

● Hope for the future can bring JOY in the present…..when I got married. 
 
 
 


