
The Reversal, Rest, and Rejoicing of the Jews 
Esther 8:1-10:3 

 
 

Introduction 
 

What has God taught you through the book of Esther? 
Challenge to read book all the way through! 

 
 

Esther 9:1-18 
 

9 Now in the twelfth month, which is the month of Adar, on the thirteenth day of the 
same, when the king's command and edict were about to be carried out, on the very day when 
the enemies of the Jews hoped to gain the mastery over them, the reverse occurred: the Jews 
gained mastery over those who hated them. (Comment 1) 2 The Jews gathered in their cities 
throughout all the provinces of King Ahasuerus to lay hands on those who sought their harm. 
And no one could stand against them, for the fear of them had fallen on all peoples. 3 All the 
officials of the provinces and the satraps and the governors and the royal agents also helped 
the Jews, for the fear of Mordecai had fallen on them. 4 For Mordecai was great in the king's 
house, and his fame spread throughout all the provinces, for the man Mordecai grew more and 
more powerful. 5 The Jews struck all their enemies with the sword, killing and destroying them, 
and did as they pleased to those who hated them. 6 In Susa the citadel itself the Jews killed and 
destroyed 500 men, 7 and also killed Parshandatha and Dalphon and Aspatha 8 and Poratha and 
Adalia and Aridatha9 and Parmashta and Arisai and Aridai and Vaizatha, 10 the ten sons of 
Haman the son of Hammedatha, the enemy of the Jews, but they laid no hand on the plunder 
(Comment 2). 
11 That very day the number of those killed in Susa the citadel was reported to the king. 12 And 
the king said to Queen Esther, “In Susa the citadel the Jews have killed and destroyed 500 men 
and also the ten sons of Haman. What then have they done in the rest of the king's 
provinces! Now what is your wish? It shall be granted you. And what further is your request? It 
shall be fulfilled.” 13 And Esther said, “If it please the king, let the Jews who are in Susa be 
allowed tomorrow also to do according to this day's edict. And let the ten sons of Haman be 
hanged on the gallows.”[a] 14 So the king commanded this to be done. A decree was issued in 
Susa, and the ten sons of Haman were hanged. 15 The Jews who were in Susa gathered also on 
the fourteenth day of the month of Adar and they killed 300 men in Susa, but they laid no 
hands on the plunder. 

16 Now the rest of the Jews who were in the king's provinces also gathered to defend their lives, 
and got relief from their enemies and killed 75,000 of those who hated them, but they laid no 
hands on the plunder. 17 This was on the thirteenth day of the month of Adar, and on the 
fourteenth day they rested and made that a day of feasting and gladness. 18 But the Jews who 
were in Susa gathered on the thirteenth day and on the fourteenth, and rested on the fifteenth 
day, making that a day of feasting and gladness. 19 Therefore the Jews of the villages, who live 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+9&version=ESV#fen-ESV-12848a


in the rural towns, hold the fourteenth day of the month of Adar as a day for gladness and 
feasting, as a holiday, and as a day on which they send gifts of food to one another (Comment 
3).  

Comments: 
 

1.) God is a God of reversal. 
 

A.) We love Ironic Reversals- 
a. Star Wars, Lord of the Rings, 6th Sense… 

B.) Esther as Ironic Reversal (It shows us God, like His calling card in the book) 
a. Examples:  

i. Jews Downfall to Victory, Hatred to Praise and Joining 
ii. Mortdecai’s downfall to 2nd in command 

iii. Haman’s assured success to his death and destruction 
iv. Esther the orphan to Queen, Coward to Courageous, Silent to Speaking, 

Denying her People to Risking her life for her people.  
C.) God is a God of Reversal 

a. Examples: 
i. O.T. Story 2 Kings 6:8-23 (Recap Story about Elisha) 

1. Quote: “Do not be afraid, for those who are with us are more than 
those who are with them.” 17 Then Elisha prayed and said, “O LORD, 
please open his eyes that he may see.” So the LORD opened the 
eyes of the young man, and he saw, and behold, the mountain 
was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha (2 Kings 
6:16-17) 

ii. Paul the Murder to Paul the Missionary 
iii. Jesus Sermon on the Mount (Mt. 5:3-12)—Contrast with what the world 

says…. 
1. 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven 

4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be 
comforted.5 “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the 
earth.6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.7 “Blessed are the 
merciful, for they shall receive mercy.8 “Blessed are the pure in 
heart, for they shall see God.9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they shall be called sons of God.10 “Blessed are those who are 
persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute 
you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my 
account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, 
for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

a. Blessed are the rich and self-sufficient. Blessed are the 
happy, giddy, and positive thinkers. Blessed are the 
assertive and go getters. Blessed are the balanced and 



moderate in religion. Blessed are those who look out for 
and protect themselves. Blessed are the mulit-taskers who 
attach God to some part of their busy life. Blessed are 
those on the correct side on all conflicts and ensure their 
correctness is always known. Blessed are those who lives a 
comfortable life filled with entertainment and ease. 
Blessed are those who live for themselves and their 
kingdom’s and whom all people think well of.  

iv. The Cross of Christ  
1. God reversed the sentence against His creation through the death 

of His son.  
D.) What this means for us: 

a. God can reverse your story! 
i. Should bring great humility for we don’t know HOW God might bring the 

reversal! 
b. God’s IS and IS GOING to reverse the Kingdom of this world. We can live right 

now IN His kingdom as it’s coming.  
 

2.) God brings Rest and Rejoicing for His people. 
 

A.) We see God bring rest and rejoicing for the Jews after the crisis is averted.  
a. Notice how rest and rejoicing are tied together here! 

i. How did they celebrate their resting and rejoicing? 
1. Sharing meals together, generosity towards one another and the 

poor.  
B.) It reminds us of the beginning, how God finished his work in 6 days and rested and 

rejoiced on the 7th. It was good.  
a. God made us to need to rest and rejoice. The two are tied together. Noticing the 

Sabbath is one way of resting and rejoicing.  
b. Jesus victory on the cross has enabled us to rest 

i. He has defeated death, we can rest from the fear of it. 
ii. He has given and promised us a better life, we can rest from trying to 

ensure we live the best life now! Spoiler: You can’t as a Christian. 
iii. He has defeated our sin. We can rest from trying to fix and save 

ourselves. This gives us a rest to know God will change and sanctify who 
we are into who He has made us to be.  

1. We need REST & REJOICING to guide our lives (Broken GPS—not 
connected properly!) 

 
 

Psalm 23 
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.2 He makes me lie down in green pastures. 
He leads me beside still waters.[a]3 He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of 
righteousness[b] for his name's sake. 4 Even though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death,[c] I will fear no evil, for you are with me;  your rod and your staff, they 
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comfort me. 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint 
my head with oil; my cup overflows. 6 Surely[d] goodness and mercy[e] shall follow me all 
the days of my life, and I shall dwell[f] in the house of the LORD forever.[g] 
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