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Pride and Providence
VIDEO	-	This	chapter	is	the	pivot	point	not	just	in	the	passage	but	in	
the	en6re	book.	There	are	3	feasts	before	 it,	3	 feasts	a<er	 it.	There	
are	 29	men6ons	 of	 Susa	 before	 it	 and	 29	 a<er	 it.	 Haman	 has	 the	
upper	 hand	 in	 every	 chapter	 before	 it,	 and	Mordecai	 does	 a<er	 it.	
This	 is	 the	point	 that	 the	whole	story	shi<s,	 it	 is	 the	pivot	point	 for	
the	en6re	book.	And	surprisingly	the	pivot	point	is	the	king	could	not	
sleep:	

Esther 6:1-13 (ESV)  
On that night the king could not sleep. And he gave orders 
to bring the book of memorable deeds, the chronicles, and 
they were read before the king. 2 And it was found written 
how Mordecai had told about Bigthana and Teresh, two of 
the king’s eunuchs, who guarded the threshold, and who 

had sought to lay hands on King Ahasuerus. 3 And the 
king said, “What honor or distinction has been bestowed 

on Mordecai for this?” The king’s young men who 
attended him said, “Nothing has been done for him.” 4 And 
the king said, “Who is in the court?” Now Haman had just 

entered the outer court of the king’s palace to speak to the 
king about having Mordecai hanged on the gallows that 

he had prepared for him. 5 And the king’s young men told 
him, “Haman is there, standing in the court.” And the king 
said, “Let him come in.” 6 So Haman came in, and the king 
said to him, “What should be done to the man whom the 

king delights to honor?” And Haman said to himself, 
“Whom would the king delight to honor more than me?” 7 

And Haman said to the king, “For the man whom the king 
delights to honor, 8 let royal robes be brought, which the 

king has worn, and the horse that the king has ridden, and 
on whose head a royal crown is set. 9 And let the robes 
and the horse be handed over to one of the king’s most 
noble officials. Let them dress the man whom the king 
delights to honor, and let them lead him on the horse 
through the square of the city, proclaiming before him: 

‘Thus shall it be done to the man whom the king delights 
to honor.’ ” 10 Then the king said to Haman, “Hurry; take 
the robes and the horse, as you have said, and do so to 
Mordecai the Jew, who sits at the king’s gate. Leave out 
nothing that you have mentioned.” 11 So Haman took the 
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robes and the horse, and he dressed Mordecai and led 

him through the square of the city, proclaiming before him, 
“Thus shall it be done to the man whom the king delights 
to honor.” 12 Then Mordecai returned to the king’s gate. 
But Haman hurried to his house, mourning and with his 

head covered. 13 And Haman told his wife Zeresh and all 
his friends everything that had happened to him. Then his 

wise men and his wife Zeresh said to him, “If Mordecai, 
before whom you have begun to fall, is of the Jewish 
people, you will not overcome him but will surely fall 

before him.” 
Just	when	Esther	seems	to	be	catching	a	break,	Haman	unaware	of	
Esther’s	plans	speeds	up	Mordecai’s	demise	based	on	His	wife’s	and	
friends	counsel.	

• How	do	you	determine	your	decisions?	
o What	everyone	else	thinks	is	right?	Ps.1:1-3	
o What	is	best	for	you?	

▪ Most	convenient,	easy,	profitable?	
▪ By	what	gives	you	the	most	pleasure?	
▪ What	about	what	brings	the	Lord	the	most	

pleasure?	
▪ What	is	most	profitable	to	His	kingdom	

rather	than	ours?	
▪ And	maybe	the	most	convenient	and	easy	

path	is	the	wrong	or	wide	one.	

Esther 6:1-3  
On that night the king could not sleep. And he gave orders 
to bring the book of memorable deeds, the chronicles, and 
they were read before the king. 2 And it was found written 
how Mordecai had told about Bigthana and Teresh, two of 
the king’s eunuchs, who guarded the threshold, and who 

had sought to lay hands on King Ahasuerus. 3 And the 
king said, “What honor or distinction has been bestowed 

on Mordecai for this?” The king’s young men who 
attended him said, “Nothing has been done for him.” 

While	Haman’s	men	are	working	on	the	75’	stake	for	Mordecai	the	
King	is	having	trouble	sleeping.	

• He	has	someone	read	him	a	bed6me	story	
• Ever	been	there?	Can’t	sleep!	

So	the	king	had	the	record	of	His	reign	read.	
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• I	believe	we	are	some6mes	kept	awake	or	awoken	by	the	

Lord,	to	read	the	record	of	His	Reign!	
• Or	like	Joseph	to	instruct	us	for	the	purpose	of	obedience.	
• Or	like	Samuel	to	acknowledge	the	Lord’s	presence.	

So	the	reader	“just	so	happens”	to	turn	to	the	events	of	5	years	
earlier:	

Esther 2:19-23 
Now when the virgins were gathered together the second 
time, Mordecai was sitting at the king’s gate. 20 Esther had 
not made known her kindred or her people, as Mordecai 
had commanded her, for Esther obeyed Mordecai just as 

when she was brought up by him. 21 In those days, as 
Mordecai was sitting at the king’s gate, Bigthan and 
Teresh, two of the king’s eunuchs, who guarded the 

threshold, became angry and sought to lay hands on King 
Ahasuerus. 22 And this came to the knowledge of 

Mordecai, and he told it to Queen Esther, and Esther told 
the king in the name of Mordecai. 23 When the affair was 

investigated and found to be so, the men were both 
hanged on the gallows. And it was recorded in the book of 

the chronicles in the presence of the king. 
Yet	this	account	men6ons	nothing	of	any	reward	for	Mordecai,	so	the	
king	asks.	

No	king	should	let	loyalty	go	unrewarded	their	safety	depends	on	it.	

Do	you	have	people	in	your	life	that	have	shown	you	loyalty?	
• It	is	so	important	to	acknowledge		this	rare	and	precious	

rela6onal	commodity.	

Esther 6:4-5  
And the king said, “Who is in the court?” Now Haman had 
just entered the outer court of the king’s palace to speak 
to the king about having Mordecai hanged on the gallows 
that he had prepared for him. 5 And the king’s young men 
told him, “Haman is there, standing in the court.” And the 

king said, “Let him come in.” 
I	guess	the	king	wasn’t	the	only	one	who	couldn’t	sleep.	It	seems	
that	Haman	was	anxious	for	Mordecai’s	demise.	

“Ironically”	he	arrives	right	a<er	the	king	has	determined	to	honor	
Mordecai	and	the	king	is	looking	for	some	advice.	
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One	spends	the	night	thinking	about	how	he	might	honor	Mordecai	
and	the	other	considers	how	he	might	humiliate	him.	

• Ever	been	there	–	what	/	who	is	in	your	head?	

Philippians 4:8 (ESV)  
Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 

whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 
whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if 

there is anything worthy of praise, think about these 
things.  

 

2 Corinthians 10:5  
We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised 

against the knowledge of God, and take every thought 
captive to obey Christ 

The	king	can’t	seem	to	make	a	single	decision	without	assistance.	
• By	what	criteria	do	you	make	decisions?	
• Seeking	counsel	is	recommended	in	the	scriptures	

Proverbs 28:26 (ESV)  
Whoever trusts in his own mind is a fool, but he who 

walks in wisdom will be delivered.  
 

Proverbs 12:15 (ESV)  
The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but a wise man 

listens to advice.  
 

Proverbs 11:14 (ESV)  
Where there is no guidance, a people falls, but in an 

abundance of counselors there is safety. 
		

Esther 6:6  
So Haman came in, and the king said to him, “What 
should be done to the man whom the king delights to 

honor?” And Haman said to himself, “Whom would the 
king delight to honor more than me?” 

In	Haman’s	mind	who	else	could	the	King	be	talking	about?	
• We	o<en	think	too	much	about	and	of	ourselves	rather	than	

the	Lord	and	others.	
• This	leads	us	to	self-centered	thinking	rather	than	God-

centered	thinking.	
• We	are	consumed	by	what	/who	we	think	about.	
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• At	Christmas	for	example	the	focus	should	be	on	Christ’s	

birth,	so	we	should	consider	what	gi<	we	might	give	Him	
rather	than	receive	from	others.	

• Ma0hew	25,	Acts	9	
• Don’t	be	self	absorbed	–	Phil	2:3-4	

Esther 6:7-9  
And Haman said to the king, (he didn’t even start with ”if it 

pleases the king” – it would be good for us to consider 
that when we pray) “For the man whom the king delights 
to honor, 8 let royal robes be brought, which the king has 

worn, and the horse that the king has ridden, and on 
whose head a royal crown is set. 9 And let the robes and 
the horse be handed over to one of the king’s most noble 
officials. Let them dress the man whom the king delights 
to honor, and let them lead him on the horse through the 

square of the city, proclaiming before him: ‘Thus shall it be 
done to the man whom the king delights to honor.’ ”  

It	is	hard	to	imagine	a	more	indulgent	sugges6on.	
Haman	wanted	to	masquerade	as	the	king	–	He	had	everything	else	
and	now	he	wanted	to	be	like	the	king.	

• What	are	your	aspira6ons?	
o Jesus	said	if	you	want	to	be	great	become	a	servant	–	

And	He	did.		

Matthew 20:25-28 
But Jesus called them to him and said, “You know that the 

rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great 
ones exercise authority over them. 26 It shall not be so 

among you. But whoever would be great among you must 
be your servant, 27 and whoever would be first among you 
must be your slave, 28 even as the Son of Man came not 
to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom 

for many.”  
Haman	 has	 evidently	 forgoden	why	 he	 came	 to	 the	 king’s	 court	 in	
the	middle	of	the	night.	Like	a	child	who	quits	his	tantrum	as	soon	as	
he	see	a	new	toy.	Then	reality	hits:	

Esther 6:10-11 
Then the king said to Haman, “Hurry; take the robes and 
the horse, as you have said, and do so to Mordecai the 
Jew, who sits at the king’s gate. Leave out nothing that 
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you have mentioned.” 11 So Haman took the robes and the 
horse, and he dressed Mordecai and led him through the 
square of the city, proclaiming before him, “Thus shall it 
be done to the man whom the king delights to honor.” 

Haman	against	every	cell	in	his	body	obeys	the	king?	
• What	about	you?	Do	you	obey	our	King	when	it	contradicts	

your	kingdom,	desires,	hopes	and	dreams?	
• Do	you	quickly	lay	aside	your	flesh	and	pride	and	do	what	

pleases	Him?	
Luke 5:4-11 

And when he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, 
“Put out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.” 

5 And Simon answered, “Master, we toiled all night and 
took nothing! But at your word I will let down the nets.” 6 

And when they had done this, they enclosed a large 
number of fish, and their nets were breaking. 7 They 

signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and 
help them. And they came and filled both the boats, so 

that they began to sink. 8 But when Simon Peter saw it, he 
fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I 
am a sinful man, O Lord.” 9 For he and all who were with 

him were astonished at the catch of fish that they had 
taken, 10 and so also were James and John, sons of 

Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said 
to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be 

catching men.” 11 And when they had brought their boats 
to land, they left everything and followed him. 

John 14:21  
Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is 
who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my 
Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.” 

Esther 6:11  
So Haman took the robes and the horse, and he dressed 

Mordecai and led him through the square of the city, 
proclaiming before him, “Thus shall it be done to the man 

whom the king delights to honor.” 
Four	days	earlier	Mordecai	humbled	himself	in	sackcloth	and	ashes	
and	now	he	is	exalted	to	royal	robes.	

1 Peter 5:6 
Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of 
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God so that at the proper time he may exalt you 

 

James 4:10 
Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you. 
Haman’s	pride	lead	to	his	fall.	

Proverbs 16:18 
Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before 
a fall. 19 It is better to be of a lowly spirit with the poor than 

to divide the spoil with the proud. 

Esther 6:12-13 
Then Mordecai returned to the king’s gate. But Haman 

hurried to his house, mourning and with his head covered. 
13 And Haman told his wife Zeresh and all his friends 

everything that had happened to him. Then his wise men 
and his wife Zeresh said to him, “If Mordecai, before 

whom you have begun to fall, is of the Jewish people, you 
will not overcome him but will surely fall before him.” 

His	wise	men	and	wife	conclude	that	something	else,	or	someone	
else	is	at	work	here,	and	there	is	no	stopping	it.	

This	chapter	is	filled	with	“coincidences”	

“Coincidence	is	just	God’s	way	of	remaining	anonymous”	

The	Unseen	God	is	always	working	all	things	together	for	His	glory	
and	the	good	of	those	who	love	Him	and	are	called	according	to	His	
purpose.	

At	the	beginning	of	this	chapter	things	looked	bleak	for	Mordecai	and	
the	Jewish	people,	my	how	things	have	changed	on	the	other	side	of	
seeking	the	Lord	in	pray	and	fas6ng.	

Where	are	you	at	in	God’s	providen6al	story?	
• Trust	Him	and	Seek	Him	with	all	your	heart,	He	is	faithful	and	

will	fulfill	every	promise	He	has	made.	

Jeremiah 29:11-13 
For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, 
plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and 
a hope. 12 Then you will call upon me and come and pray 

to me, and I will hear you. 13 You will seek me and find me, 
when you seek me with all your heart. 

There is no such thing as “chance,” “luck” or “accident” in the 
Christian’s journey through this world. All is arranged and 
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appointed by God….Therefore let us seek to have an abiding 
sense of God’s hand in all that befalls us, if we profess to be 

believers in Jesus Christ. Let us strive to realize that a Father’s 
hand is measuring out our daily portion, and that our steps are 

ordered by Him. 

J.C. Ryle


