
The Step of Faith & The Folly of Pride 
Esther 5:1-14 

 
Introduction 

 
Watching LOST and being sucked into the Cliffhangers…not knowing who’s going to die or if 
someone is going to live….carries you on in the story, makes you want to keep watching and 

keep reading….just one more. We see this same theme in the story of Esther.  
 

 
Esther 5:1-14 

 
1 On the third day (Comment 1) Esther put on her royal robes (Comment 2) and stood 
in the inner court of the king's palace, in front of the king's quarters, while the king was 
sitting on his royal throne inside the throne room opposite the entrance to the palace 
(Comment 3) 2 And when the king saw Queen Esther standing in the court, she won 
favor in his sight, and he held out to Esther the golden scepter that was in his hand. 
Then Esther approached and touched the tip of the scepter. 3 And the king said to her, 
“What is it, Queen Esther? What is your request? It shall be given you, even to the half 
of my kingdom.” 4 And Esther said, “If it please the king,[a] let the king and Haman come 
today to a feast that I have prepared for the king.” 5 Then the king said, “Bring Haman 
quickly, so that we may do as Esther has asked.” So the king and Haman came to the 
feast that Esther had prepared. 6 And as they were drinking wine after the feast, the 
king said to Esther, “What is your wish? It shall be granted you. And what is your 
request? Even to the half of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.”[b] 7 Then Esther answered, 
“My wish and my request is: 8 If I have found favor in the sight of the king, and if it 
please the king[c] to grant my wish and fulfill my request, let the king and Haman come 
to the feast that I will prepare for them, and tomorrow I will do as the king has 
said.”(Comment 4) 

Haman Plans to Hang Mordecai 
9 And Haman went out that day joyful and glad of heart. But when Haman saw 
Mordecai in the king's gate, that he neither rose nor trembled before him, he was filled 
with wrath against Mordecai. 10 Nevertheless, Haman restrained himself and went 
home, and he sent and brought his friends and his wife Zeresh. 11 And Haman 
recounted to them the splendor of his riches, the number of his sons, all the 
promotions with which the king had honored him, and how he had advanced him 
above the officials and the servants of the king. 12 Then Haman said, “Even Queen 
Esther let no one but me come with the king to the feast she prepared. And tomorrow 
also I am invited by her together with the king. 13 Yet all this is worth nothing to me, so 
long as I see Mordecai the Jew sitting at the king's gate.”(Comment 5) 14 Then his wife 
Zeresh and all his friends said to him, “Let a gallows[d] fifty cubits[e] high be made, and in 
the morning tell the king to have Mordecai hanged upon it. Then go joyfully with the 
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king to the feast.” This idea pleased Haman, and he had the gallows made.(Comment 
6) 

 
Comments 

 
1- We see for the first time Esther going against the grain. Remember how important 

appearance is to King Xerxes! The Virgins had to eat and receive beauty treatment for a year 
before even being allowed to audition in his bedroom. Queen Esther hasn’t seen the King 
for 30 days, which means he’s been sleeping with other women. Instead of eating well and 
receiving more beauty treatments the Queen desires to fast entirely for 3 days. She does a 
total fast, only for extreme and dire circumstances, from food and water. After 3 days 
without food or water you look different! Why would Esther go against the grain of how she 
knows the Empire works? Why when she need the King’s favor the most, would she 
jeopardize that by affecting her greatest strength, her beauty? For the first time we begin to 
see a greater depth to Esther. In her fasting she is seeking the King behind the Scene. The 
King above all Kings. Her appearance might look different but the one she’s trying to please 
cares more about her heart and posture rather than her external appearance.  

a. This speaks into our lives! If we only live to please people rather than God we 
will never do anything that is costly or might risk favor in others eyes.  

i. Might not ever fast 
ii. Might not walk a life of purity or conviction 

iii. Might never choose to share the gospel with our neighbors 
iv. Might never give sacrificially and joyfully while telling no one. 

1. What might God be calling you to do to please and honor Him 
rather than people? 

 
2- This begins a change we see in the rest of the book. Esther literally puts on Royalty. The 

first part of Chapter 5 is full of the language of the palace: Queen, King, Royalty, Court, 
Throne… The Author is helping us to consider the weight and importance of the moment 
that’s coming. Esther is going into the highest secular authority in the world. She’s putting 
on her big girl pants and going to work for her people. She’s putting on greatness by 
standing, not just for herself but for her people. This is what leadership should look like. 
Using your influence and voice for those who don’t have either. Leadership isn’t 
self-aggrandizement. It’s not a platform to boast about your own greatness and glory. 
Esther is leveraging her position as Queen for the betterment of those she represents. 

 
a. This applies to our lives here and now. Leadership is influence for a cause and 

God has given all of us differencing spheres and amounts of influence. How do 
you use the leadership or influence that God has given you in your life? Do you 
use it to advance your agenda or His? To promote yourself or stand up for 
others. 

i. You can use your leadership to encourage and stand behind what is good 
ii. You can use your leadership to stand up for those who aren’t able to 

 



3- Esther is choosing to make a step of faith. Have you ever been in a position where you 
could lose everything? Your home, family, friends, possessions, position, finances, and even 
life? We often pass over these opening two verses because we know how the King reacts, 
but I want us to slow down and put ourselves in Esther’s shoes. She came from being an 
orphan, having nothing and no one in the world until Mortdecai came around. She likely 
had very little as far as comfort and luxury in her life. She likely knew what it was like to be 
hungry and to face great need. By a miracle she’s elevated to the highest status in the land, 
Queen. She’s been there because the last queen decided to speak her mind against the 
King’s commands. The King commanded Vashti to come and she objected to his command. 
Esther has become Queen not simply for her beauty but also her compliance. She doesn’t 
buck the system but goes along with it. Now, she’s coming to the king unsolicited, in a place 
she doesn’t belong and shouldn’t be, when it seems clear she’s not in favor, to tell the King 
to change a command that’s gone out to the whole Empire, and to reveal she’s been hiding 
her true Identity from the King for the past 5 years, to a King who’s mood swings can lead 
him to be outrageously angry or generous. Doesn’t sound like a recipe for success, right? 
We don’t know what’s going through her mind, but she knows all of the risks and dangers. 
She chooses to take a step out into the unknown. She has no idea if the King will kill her, 
dethrone her, ignore her, or be generous to her. Her future is a blank check with nothing 
written on it. She lets go of control and steps out with courage, conviction, and some faith. 

a. This speaks to our lives also. Hebrews 11:1 says, “Now faith is the assurance of 
things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” 2 Cor. 5:7 says, “For we 
walk by faith, and not by sight.” God calls His people to take steps out into the 
unknown future ahead with assurance and conviction that He is there with us 
and will guide us. It’s stepping out into the unknown (Indiana Jones and the Last 
Crusade- Invisible bridge leading to the Holy Grail…….)  

i. Choosing to trust in Christ 
ii. Choosing to lead your family in a new direction 

iii. Choosing to implement a new vision for the Church 
iv. Choosing to give 
v. Choosing to confront evil-walk in Integrity 

vi. Choosing Missions 
vii. Choosing to confess sin 

viii. Choosing to share the gospel 
 
 
4- Esther displays wisdom in her approach to the King. While Esther acts out in faith, she 

doesn’t do so foolishly or with stupidity. She carefully thinks and plans her course of action. 
She uses her wisdom and discernment to seek the best course of action after knowing this is 
what she’s called to do. How does Esther show wisdom? First, she dresses for the occasion. 
While before she wore whatever she was told, now she intentionally puts on her royal 
robes to communicate she’s a Queen and should be showed the respect a Queen deserves. 
Second, though the King holds out the golden scepter and shows great generosity (up to 
half my kingdom, which is obviously hyperbole to communicate he’s in a generous posture) 
she doesn’t immediately declare her request. Notice she takes the indirect approach vs. the 
direct approach. She knows the King and that he likes to be wined and dined to celebrate 



himself. She invites the King and Haman to a banquet. What a shrewd move. This shifts the 
power ever so subtlety the Esther. It’s her banquet, her preparations, her hosting and the 
King is now a quest. Apparently the banquet went well as Xerxes is again in a generous 
posture, but Esther while about to ask seems to think better and invite for another banquet 
the next day and notice how she ties in the king’s presence with granting her request. Vs. 
7-8“Then Esther answered, “My wish and my request is: 8 If I have found favor in the sight of 
the king, and if it please the king to grant my wish and fulfill my request, let the king and 
Haman come to the feast that I will prepare for them, and tomorrow I will do as the king has 
said.” Esther is being shrewd, cunning, wise in her approach. She acts in faith absolutely, 
but she isn’t mistaking faith for stupidity, laziness, or being a fool. She knows the indirect 
approach is the wisest path in her specific situation. 

a. This applies to our lives. When God calls us to act in faith, He doesn’t want us to 
check our mind, wisdom, or discernment at the door. We’re to be thoughtful in 
taking the steps of faith He calls us to. This isn’t relying upon our wisdom or 
reason, it’s  

i. We think through what it actually means to trust Christ and what it 
entails. Jesus says how foolish a builder looks when he  

 
 

5- Haman is a picture of what happens when Pride consume our lives. Pride is being 
consumed or revolving around one’s self. It’s an inward evaluation of one’s self as ultimately 
more valuable and superior than others. Pride is ultimately great insecurity and placing one’s 
identity in their performance, possessions, or position in life. We see this in Haman throughout 
the story. His self-worth and pride is bound up in his status as second in command to the King. 
His joy is tied to the position and prosperity it affords him.  Haman teaches us a couple lessons 
about pride: 

b. Pride takes offense easily- Notice everything that’s going on in Haman’s life. 
He’s just had dinner with the King and Queen, everything in life is going his way. 
Yet, one person who ignores and doesn’t tremble not only upsets his whole day 
but makes him say that everything he has and has achieved is meaningless if he’s 
still alive. The prideful person takes offense extremely easily and everything is 
blown out of proportion.  

c. Pride is emotionally volatile- Not only is offense taken, but the prideful person is 
emotionally volatile. One moment their happy because their circumstances are 
good and people are fawning over them while the next their filled with 
depression and rage because someone ignored or wronged them. The prideful 
person is emotionally unstable because their emotions and worth are tied to 
things that are easily change.  

d. Pride finds it’s boast in the self’s performance, possessions, and positions in 
life- Haman shows us that pride seeks to anchor one’s worth in your ability to 
perform and beat out others around you. Pride is essentially competitive. It 
doesn’t matter how much you have, as long as it’s more than the people around 
you. Pride latches onto one’s possessions and position in life for significance and 
worth. Who am I if I don’t have this title or role? Who would I be if I couldn’t live 
this type of comfortable lifestyle? 



e. Pride is obvious to everyone but ourselves- I’m sure everyone around Haman 
knew he was prideful, but I bet he didn’t. Pride is a sin that seems to sneak past 
our detection while everyone around can see it’s presence.  

f. Pride leads to destruction- Proverbs 18:12 says, “Before destruction a man's 
heart is haughty, but humility comes before honor.” Proverbs 26:12- “Do you see 
a man who is wise in his own eyes? There is more hope for a fool than for him” 
The end of pride is always the same, destruction. Whether it comes quickly or 
slowly, pride always leads to defeat.  

 
6. The Council we keep can lead us to success or destruction. Haman in his anger and pain 
seeks comfort and council with his family and friends. It begins as simply his boast to try and 
cheer himself up: look at all my honor, my children, and my wealth. His friends listen which 
seems good, until they open their mouth and we hear their council. They validate Haman in his 
pride and egg him on to not just feel wronged but to act out on it and do wrong to Mortdecai. 
They say, “You’re right Haman. You are a very important and valuable person. You should be 
bowed down to and treated with the utmost dignity and respect. If this Mortdecai is standing in 
your way, get rid of him. Make an example of him so no one will ever dare stand against you. 
Impale him so that everyone in the whole city can see his folly and your power.” Their ungodly 
council leads to Haman’s destruction ultimately as the gallows he makes for Mortdecai will be 
used for him. Haman needed family and friends who actually cared for him, who walked in 
righteousness to help guide him back to the truth. Instead because Haman’s was a companion of 
fools he perished. The Scriptures talk about this constantly:  

● 1 Corinthians 15:33Do not be deceived: “Bad company ruins good morals.”  
● Proverbs 27:5-6 Better is open rebuke than hidden love. Faithful are the wounds of a 

friend; profuse are the kisses of an enemy.  
● Proverbs 13:20-Whoever walks with the wise becomes wise, but the companion of fools 

will suffer harm.  
● Prov. 12:26-One who is righteous is a guide to his neighbor, but the way of the wicked 

leads them astray.  
This applies to us especially. Who do you go to for council and wisdom? Who do you open your 
life to in order to gain clarity? 

1- We all need friends to talk to 
2- We need to be friends that others can talk to 
3- We need to discern our friends wisely 

 
John 15:13-14” 13 Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his 
friends.14 You are my friends if you do what I command you” 
 






