
The Power of the Holy Spirit - John 1:29-34 ESV 

Barna Research Group did a study:  Most American Christians Do Not Believe that 
Satan or the Holy Spirit Exist 

Most Christians do not believe that the Holy Spirit is a living force, either. Overall, 58% 
agreed that the Holy Spirit is “a symbol of God’s power or presence but is not a living 
entity.” Just one-third of Christians believe that the Holy Spirit is a living entity, while 9% 
were not sure.  

John 16:13  When HE, the Spirit of Truth comes… 

Let’s take our time and unpack this powerful section: 

29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sin of the world!  

“The next day” (Mark 1)  

This was after John baptized Jesus and after the 40 days of temptation in the 
wilderness. Jesus came back to see John in his baptizing work. 

Look/Behold!  

As a preacher, John first saw Jesus himself and then told all his listeners to look upon 
Jesus, to behold him. Not drawing men to himself. 

The Lamb of God:  

John the Baptist summarized the greatest work of Jesus: to deal with the sin problem 
afflicting the human race.  

John used the image of the sacrificial lamb, represented many times in the Old 
Testament. Jesus is the perfect fulfillment of every time that image is displayed. 

· He is the lamb that God provide for Abraham as a substitute for  
  Isaac. (Genesis 22) 
· He is the Passover lamb for Israel. (Exodus 12:5) 
· He is the lamb sacrificed for the guilt offering in the Levitical sacrifices. 
· He is Isaiah’s lamb led to the slaughter, ready to be shorn (Isaiah 53:7) 

· He is the lamb seat,ed in glory in Revelation 5, when this same author wrote, 11 Then I 
looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon 
thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and 



the living creatures and the elders. 12 In a loud voice they were saying:  “Worthy is 
the Lamb, who was slain and to receive power and wealth and wisdom and 
strength and honor and glory and praise!” 

He is the Lamb Who takes away: Here is a picture of the Old Testament Scapegoat 
(Leviticus 16- Day of Atonement).  

The sense of the original combines the words to bear and to take away. Jesus bears 
sin, but in the sense of bearing them upon Himself and taking them away 

That was just deeply imbedded in their mind as a result of their culture and their worship 
and their religion 

The sin:  

Not the plural sins, but the singular sin – with the sense that that the entire guilt of 
humanity was collected into one and placed upon Jesus.  

Of the world:  

The sacrifice of this Lamb of God has all the capacity to forgive every sin and cleanse 
every sinner. It is big enough for the whole world.  

30 This is the one I meant when I said, ‘A man who comes after me has surpassed 
me because he was before me.’  

He was before me:  

John the Baptist was actually born before Jesus – and John knew this (Luke 1). When 
John said He was before me, he spoke of the eternal pre-existence of Jesus. John 
knew that Jesus was eternal and that Jesus was God. (John 1) 

31 I myself did not know him, but the reason I came baptizing with water was that 
he might be revealed to Israel.” 

He's my cousin, I didn't realize who He was. I knew Him; I didn't know who He was.  

32 Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a 
dove and remain on him. 33 And I myself did not know him, but the one who sent 
me to baptize with water told me, ‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come 
down and remain is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 I have seen 
and I testify that this is God’s Chosen One.”  

A primary work of the Holy Spirit is to unveil or glorify Jesus.  



So John said, "I didn't know Him until I saw the Spirit like a dove coming and resting 
upon him” 

Let’s drill down on that last part.  

What is John referring to when he says, Jesus would “baptize with the Holy Spirit.”? 

Unfortunately, this subject has led to some misunderstanding and even controversy 
within the church. Yet, this work of Jesus relating to the Holy Spirit is so important to the 
Gospel message, that the phrase is reiterated in all four Gospels.  

Jesus answers my question in  Acts 1 v. 4  On one occasion, while he was eating with 
them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my 
Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized with 
water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 

Acts 2 marks the inauguration of a new relationship that every believer going forward 
would have with the Holy Spirit. This was foretold by the Prophet Joel and flows out of 
the atonement. 

So let’s look to the Scripture and allow the Word to inform us. I’d like to submit 4 biblical 
principles about the work of the Holy Spirit in the New Testament and move on from 
there. 

PRINCIPLE 1- THE HOLY SPIRIT DWELLS IN EVERY BELIEVER AT SALVATION.  

1 Cor. 12:13 For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body--whether 
Jews or Gentiles, slave or free--and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.  (also John 
3:5) 

Romans 8:9 You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the 
Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of 
Christ, they do not belong to Christ. 

Principle 2- THE INDWELLING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IS THE SEAL OF OUR 
SALVATION AND PERMANENT. 

2 Cor 1:21 Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed 
us, 22 set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, 
guaranteeing what is to come. 

“The gift of the Spirit to believers is a down payment on our heavenly inheritance, which 
Christ has promised us and secured for us at the cross. It is because the Spirit has 



sealed us that we are assured of our salvation. No one can break the seal of God.” 
-Macarthur 

Principle 3- EVERY CHRISTIAN IS TO BE FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT, WHICH IS 
ONGOING.  

Ephesians 5:18 “Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be 
filled with the Spirit.”  

This is a command….present tense, imperative mood, passive voice. The present tense 
shows a continuing action which is designed to be a continuing reality. “filled” translated 
literally is “keep being filled.”, which implies that…. 

Principal 4- SCRIPTURE POINTS TO A FILLING THAT IS DISTINCT FROM THE 
INDWELLING THAT OCCURS AFTER SALVATION. (Three examples in Acts) 
(Fullness) 

o Prior to Acts 2, but after the resurrection, Jesus grants the disciples the Holy 
Spirit. (John 20:19-23---- Yet, He asks them to remain in Jersualm and pray for 
the baptism, which occurs in Acts 2. (Acts 1:8) 

o Peter & John in Samaria (Acts 8:14-16) 
o Paul and the Ephesian believers (Acts 19:1-6)  

Again, this is distinct from regeneration, when the Spirit comes and dwells every 
believer and seals us in Christ. The filling of the Spirit is not getting more of the 
Spirit, but it is a question of the Holy Spirit empowering and getting more of you.  

QUESTIONS 

What is the purpose? All of the activity of the Spirit is ultimately to empower us to 
for fill the Great Commandment (Matt 22) and the Great Commission (Matt 28).  

“Without the Spirit we can neither love God nor keep His commandments.” – St. Augustine.  

God empowers us to do what he requires of us. 

What are evidences of the Spirit filled life….am I filled with the Spirit? 

“Trying to do the Lord’s work in your own strength is the most confusing, exhausting, and 

tedious of all work. But when you are filled with the Holy Spirit, then the ministry of Jesus just 

flows out of you.” – Corrie Ten Boom 

 

JESUS models this 4:1, 14, 18 (Right after his baptism, He is filled) 



Ye shall receive POWER… to witness.  Hunger for the Word.  

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. (Galatians 5:22-23 ESV) 

“The Holy Spirit illuminates the minds of people, makes us yearn for God, and takes spiritual 

truth and makes it understandable to us.” – Billy Graham 

“The church becomes irrelevant when it becomes purely a human creation. We are not all we 

were made to be when everything in our lives and churches can be explained apart from the 

work and presence of the Spirit of God.” – Francis Chan 

What must I do to be filled afresh? 

CONFESS! any sin that hinders the work of the Holy Spirit in your life. 

In 1 Thessalonians 5:19 the command is given, “Do not quench (extinguish/to stifle) 
the Spirit.  

Ephesians 4:30: “And do not grieve (make sorrowful/offend) the Holy Spirit of God, by 
whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.” 

ASK! “If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much 
more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” (Luke 11:13). 

RECEIVE!. The Lamb of God has made it possible for us to be filled! 

1 John 1:9, If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins 
and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

James 5:16 Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that 
you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective. 
 

 

 


