
Found By Jesus 

 

John 1:43-51 (ESV)  

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 44 

Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 
Philip found Nathanael and 

said to him, “We have found him of whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, 

Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46 
Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come 

out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47 
Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward 

him and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!” 48 
Nathanael 

said to him, “How do you know me?” Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called you, when 

you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” 49 
Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son 

of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50 
Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you 

under the fig tree,’ do you believe? You will see greater things than these.” 51 
And he said to 

him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending 

and descending on the Son of Man.” 
 

John 1:43-44 (ESV)  

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow 

me.” 44 
Now Philip was from Bethsaida (house of fishing), the city of Andrew and Peter. 

 

“Follow me” - Luke 9:23-25 (ESV)  

And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his 

cross daily (Col. 3:1-17) (Rom. 6:1-13) and follow me. 24 
For whoever would save his life 

will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it. 25 
For what does it profit a 

man if he gains the whole world and loses or forfeits himself? 
 

They probably thought this lead to success and influence, Jesus would show them by His example what                 
Love and leadership really look like. 

John 1:45-46 (ESV)  

Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of whom Moses in the Law 

and also the prophets wrote 

Like Andrew, Philip found another, Nathanael, and by his witness brought him to Jesus (C4 – Come). /                  
The name Nathanael means "Gift of God." 
 

Nathanael seems to have been a student of the scriptures. Philip appealed to him on the basis of the                   
prediction in the Law and the Prophets. 

 

Vs. 45 continued - Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph (Jesus’ name – God’s Son).” 46 

Nathanael  said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” (sound like he’s 

talking about a Samaritan) (He was from Cana – 4 miles north of Nazareth) 

(Nazareth? (Matt. 2:23) Not Bethlehem, a Galilean?) Philip said to him, “Come and 

see (sounds like Jesus already).” 
 

He did not argue with Nathanael about Jesus; he introduced him to Jesus. 
 

We must not let people's stereotypes about Christ cause them to miss His power and love. We must                  
invite them to come and meet Jesus for themselves through our witness. 
 

So the first 5 disciples were all from the same town and knew each other. They shared Jesus 
with their family and friends immediately. 

 



Luke 9:26 (ESV)  

For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words, of him will the Son of Man be ashamed 

when he comes in his glory and the glory of the Father and of the holy angels. 
 

John 1:47 (ESV)  

Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, 

in whom there is no deceit! (nothing false)” (do you speak well of others?) Eph. 4:29-32  

 

I Love how Jesus sees us, this is the same guy that said “could any good thing come from Nazareth.” And                     
Jesus knew that and was not offended.  

2 Corinthians 5:16-17 (ESV)  

From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once 

regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 17 
Therefore, if 

anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has 

come. 
 

Jesus' direct, intimate knowledge of him must have taken Nathanael by surprise. He was not offended,                
just intensely curious. **If we remember that God's grace and love come to us even though He knows all                   
about us, we may find ourselves being even more grateful to Him. – He knows us and loves us!  
 

How we see ourselves and others matters! Portaits. 
 

An honest person will feel comfortable with the thought that Jesus knows them through and through. A                 
dishonest person will feel uncomfortable. We can't pretend to be something we're not. God knows who                
we really are and wants us to follow Him. 
 

He knows our heart – You can fool the pastor, but not the Master. 
 

John 1:48 (ESV)  

Nathanael said to him, “How do you know me?” (Well, I am God) Jesus answered him, 

“Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” Hagar 
 

Here Jesus unveiled His omniscience to Nathanael. Jesus had been aware of Nathanael's exact location               
before Philip called him. According to Jewish tradition, the expression "to sit under the fig tree" was a                  
euphemism for meditating on the Scriptures.  
 

Do you sit under “the fig tree”? 
 

The early disciples of Jesus were well versed in the Scriptures. Life in the small towns of Israel revolved                   
around the synagogue, where the OT was constantly read, taught, and argued.  AWANA 
 

John 1:49 (ESV)  

Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 
 

Titles given to Jesus in John 1: The Word, God, Author/Creator – made through Him, The Life, The True                   
Light, Son of the Father, the only God, JOHN - The Lamb of God…, Son of God, Andrew – Teacher- ,                     
Messiah/Christ, Phillip – the One spoken of in the OT scriptures, Nathaniel – Son of God & King of Israel,                    
Jesus – Son of Man! 
 

As they got to know Jesus, their appreciation for Him grew. The more time we spend getting to know                   
Jesus, the more we will understand and appreciate who He is. 
 

 
 



Although in just a few days these disciples began regularly calling Jesus the Son of God, they would not                   
fully understand Him until three years later (Acts 2). What they so easily professed had to be worked out                   
in experience. We may also find that words of faith come easily, but deep appreciation for Christ comes                  
from living by faith. 
 

John 1:50-51 (ESV)  

Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you 

believe? You will see greater things than these.” 51 
And he said to him, “Truly, truly, I say 

to you, you will see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending 

(Jacob’s ladder) on the Son of Man.” 

 

Close in Prayer 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+2

