
Jesus at a Wedding 

 

A couple background notes: 

This is the first recorded miracle performed by Jesus, and one of seven in 

the next several chapters of John. (The Seven Signs of John) 

● Healing the royal official's son 4:46-54 

● Healing the paralytic at Bethesda in 5:1-15 

● Feeding the 5000 in 6:5-14 

● Jesus walking on water  6:16-24 

● Healing the man blind from birth 9:1-7 

● The raising of Lazarus John 11:1-45 

 

These miracles are referred to as signs (verse 11) because they point to 

Jesus and reveal His Glory, mission and character. There are messages in 

every miracle!   Read Whole Section. 

 

1 On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ 

mother was there, 2 and Jesus and his disciples had also been 

invited to the wedding.  

 

We begin with the words “on the third day”.  This most likely referred to the 

3rd
 day after the call of Philip and Nathaniel (1:43), but can also have 

symbolic significance, as the phrase is linked with the Resurrection or new 

life. 

 

…a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was 

there, 2 and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the 

wedding.  

 

This wedding probably involved either relatives or a friend of the family. 

We know this because 1. Mary is in attendance 2. Jesus is personally 

invited. 3. Mary personally responds to the lack of wine. 

 

Now within these first two verses, we already have a few 

interesting details worth mentioning: 

1. Jesus actually attends a wedding, which can be seen as a divine 

affirmation of marriage itself. (Further affirmed in Mark 10:7) 

2. There is no mention of Joseph. Most scholars believe that he had died 

by this point, and the last time we see him in Scripture Jesus was 12 



years old (Luke 2:41). For those of us who’ve lost a parent or had to 

bury our father, who’ve comforted our grieving mothers and felt the 

weight of responsibility for younger siblings; Jesus has been there. 

3. Mary, is mentioned at least six times in John by but never by name, 

and always as Jesus’ mother. The connection between Mary and the 

‘beloved disciple’ at the foot of the cross (19:26-27) may explain this. 

He sees her within the context of a “mother”. 

 

3 When the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They 

have no more wine.” 

 

Running out of wine within this culture would have brought great 

embarrassment and shame to the Bridegrooms family.  For a matter of 

fact, scholars point out that it was possible to actually sue the 

bridegroom and family for failing to provide adequately for their guests.  

 

So seeing the situation unfold, Mary sprung into action.  

 

Now here is a pivotal question: What exactly was Mary asking Jesus to 

do?  Was Mary asking for a miracle? There is no evidence that Jesus had 

worked any miracles prior to this, so if she were asking for a miracle, what 

was she basing this on? 

 

Some think Mary was only reporting the situation, or (as Calvin thought) 

asking Jesus to give some godly exhortations to the guests and thus relieve 

the bridegroom’s embarrassment. 

 

But the reply of Jesus in verse 4, seems to imply more. Before we get to 

that, let’s remember a couple key facts: 

 

First, Mary had probably been witness to the events of the preceding days, 

or at least was aware of them, especially the baptism by John. 

 

Secondly, she knew the supernatural events surrounding his birth, it’s fair 

to say that she had a front row seat. 

 

And thirdly, Mary was keenly aware of the prophetic words of the angel, 

and of Simeon and Anna in the Temple at Jesus’ dedication.  

 



In short, she had good reason to believe Jesus to be the Messiah, and was 

drawing on her unique insight to intercede to her Son on behalf of the 

bridegroom. Mary has been waiting for this moment for 30 years and is 

ready to help launch her son into His Messiahship. And what does 

her Son say? 

 

4 “Woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My hour has 

not yet come.” 

 

Though not an outright denial of her request, Jesus, knowing Mary’s 

thoughts, cuts right to the heart of the matter. You see, Jesus moved and 

acted according to the Fathers will, but Mary wanted Him to reveal Himself 

publicly according to her timing. How often have I attempted to impose my 

will on the Father? 

 

To understand this we must know two things:  

Jesus was not being rude referring to Mary as “woman” is a term of 

respect or affection. It is Jesus’ normal, polite way of addressing women 

(Matt 15:28, Luke 13:12; in John, 4:21).  

 

When Jesus refers to his hour, He is using a word that occurs 

multiple times in John 7:30; 8:20; 12:23, 27; 13:1 and is best seen as a 

reference to the period we refer to as period initiated by His arrest and 

death and consumated by the resurrection.  

 

So what he’s actually saying is, “Why do you involve me? I’m not 

ready to die.” 

 

He’s politely pointing out that He follows God’s timing, not Mary’s; and 

that this is not His time to reveal Himself as Messiah.  This I believe 

explains the rather private nature of this miracle… it is revealed to Mary, 

His disciples and just a few servants. 

 

BUT NOTICE Mary’s response… she doesn’t walk away dejected!  She 

instructs the servants and expectantly yields to the will of Jesus. 

 

5 His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 

 



This is so much like us in prayer. We often come to the Lord with  divided 

motives, or a lack of understanding, and He graciously re-directs us, 

correcting our perspective and calling us back into His throne room to yield 

our will to His. And often He answers our prayers in a way that we never 

expected. And there is something to be said about her persistence… 

 

Luke 11:5 Then He said to them, “Suppose one of you has a 

friend, and goes to him at midnight and says to him, ‘Friend, 

lend me three loaves; 6 for a friend of mine has come to me from 

a journey, and I have nothing to set before him’; 7 and from 

inside he answers and says, ‘Do not bother me; the door has 

already been shut and my children and I are in bed; I cannot get 

up and give you anything.’ 8 I tell you, even though he will not 

get up and give him anything because he is his friend, yet 

because of his persistence he will get up and give him as much as 

he needs. (NASB) 

 

6 Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for 

ceremonial washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons. 

 

Significantly, these stone jars held water for Jewish purification rituals.  

Each jar held 20-30 gallons and the total volume of liquid involved was 

120-180 gallons!  

 

7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so they 

filled them to the brim. 8 Then he told them, “Now draw some 

out and take it to the master of the banquet.” They did so, 9 and 

the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned 

into wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though the 

servants who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the 

bridegroom aside 10 and said, “Everyone brings out the choice 

wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had 

too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now.”  

 

This underscores the hope that we have in Christ, that he is saving the best 

for last. He will have the last word as it relates to our life’s and, and that 

word will be good. 



Phil 1:6. being confident of this, that he who began a good work 

in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ 

Jesus. 

11 What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the 

signs through which he revealed his glory; and his disciples 

believed in him. 

 

This miracle is overflowing with messages.  

 

1. This miracle represents the transition from the old covenant, with its 

emphasis on external ceremonial cleansing, with the new covenant 

which provides transformation through grace by the shed blood of 

Jesus.  Salvation is received not achieved. 

Gal 2:19 “For through the law I died to the law so that I 

might live for God. 20 I have been crucified with Christ and 

I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in 

the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and 

gave himself for me. 21 I do not set aside the grace of God, 

for if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ 

died for nothing.” 

2. The Christian life is to be marked by abundant, supernatural joy, 

symbolized by the abundance of wine produced by Jesus in this 

miracle.  Are you known for your joy? 

Neh 8:10 Nehemiah said, “Go and enjoy choice food and sweet 

drinks, and send some to those who have nothing prepared. 

This day is holy to our Lord. Do not grieve, for the joy of the 

Lord is your strength.” 

 

John 15: 10  If you keep my commands, you will remain in my 

love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain 

in his love. 11  I have told you this so that my joy may be in 

you and that your joy may be complete.  

 

3. There is a call to intercession that is both vital to the work of the 

church, and precious to the heart of Jesus.  To intercede – to 

plead on behalf of someone else.  



Jesus models intercession: Luke 22:31-32 (Peter),  John 17: 9 (all believers)   

Hebrews 7: 25 Therefore he is able to save completely those who 

come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede 

for them. 

Jesus intercedes for us and calls us to the ministry of 

intercession. 

Closing: Three Principles of Effective Intercession 

1. Intercession is fervent, focused, and ongoing.  Restless 

intercession.  

Isaiah 62:6 I have posted watchmen on your walls, Jerusalem; they will 

never be silent day or night. You who call on the LORD, give 

yourselves no rest, 7 and give him no rest till he establishes Jerusalem 

and makes her the praise of the earth.  Restless intercession. 

 

2. Intercession is Spiritual Warfare. 

2 Cor 10: 3 For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the 

world does. 4 The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the 

world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish 

strongholds.  

2 Cor. 4:4 The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so 

that they cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the glory of 

Christ, who is the image of God.  

 

3. Intercession Accesses the Power of God. 

Jas 5:16 Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that 

ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man 

availeth much. 17 Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, 

and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on 

the earth by the space of three years and six months. 

18 And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought 

forth her fruit. 

 

So, people of God, are we ready to do battle on behalf of our families, cities, 

and nation?  

 

12 After this he went down to Capernaum with his mother and brothers and 

his disciples. There they stayed for a few days. 


