
A Miraculous Meal 
John 6:1-15 (ESV)  

After this Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea of 

Tiberias. 2 
And a large crowd was following him, because they saw the signs that he was 

doing on the sick. 3 
Jesus went up on the mountain, and there he sat down with his 

disciples. 4 
Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand. 5 

Lifting up his eyes, 

then, and seeing that a large crowd was coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where 

are we to buy bread, so that these people may eat?” 6 
He said this to test him, for he 

himself knew what he would do. 7 
Philip answered him, “Two hundred denarii would not 

buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” 8 
One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon 

Peter’s brother, said to him, 9 
“There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two 

fish, but what are they for so many?” 10 
Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” Now 

there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, about five thousand in number. 
11 

Jesus then took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to 

those who were seated. So also the fish, as much as they wanted. 12 
And when they had 

eaten their fill, he told his disciples, “Gather up the leftover fragments, that 

nothing may be lost.” 13 
So they gathered them up and filled twelve baskets with 

fragments from the five barley loaves left by those who had eaten. 14 
When the people 

saw the sign that he had done, they said, “This is indeed the Prophet who is to come into 

the world!” 15 
Perceiving then that they were about to come and take him by force to 

make him king, Jesus withdrew again to the mountain by himself. 
 

The well in Samaria was an excellent setting for Christ to teach about the fountain of living water. Here, 
in chapter 6, the multiplication of the loaves provides a way for Christ to present Himself as the Bread of 
Life. 
 

This is the only miracle recorded in all four Gospels. 
 

John 6:1 (ESV)  

After this…. 
 

● Jesus gives the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5–7)  

● Jesus heals the Roman centurion's servant (Matthew 8:5-13; Luke 7:1-10)  

● Jesus raises a widow's son to life (Luke 7:11-17)  

● Jesus calms the storm (Matthew 8:23-27; Mark 4:35-41; Luke 8:22-25)  

● Jesus sends demons into a herd of pigs (Matthew 8:28-34; Mark 5:1-20; Luke 8:26-39)  

● Jesus heals a bleeding woman and restores a girl to life (Matthew 9:18-26; Mark 5:21-43; 
Luke 8:40-56)  

● Jesus sends out the twelve disciples (Matthew 10:1-16; Mark 6:7-13; Luke 9:1-6)  

● King Herod kills John the Baptist (Matthew 14:1-12; Mark 6:14-29; Luke 9:7-9)  
 

…Jesus went away (crossed over-in a boat – Matt. & Mark) to the other side of the Sea 

of Galilee, which is the Sea of Tiberias (Bethsaida – Luke 9:10). (And He said to them, 

“Come away by yourselves to a desolate place and rest a while.” For many were coming 

and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. And they went away in the boat to a 

desolate place by themselves.– Mark 6:31-32) 
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John 6:2 (ESV)  

And a large crowd was following him (on foot from all the towns and got there ahead of 

them- Mark 6:33), because they saw the signs that he was doing on the sick.  
 

John called the healings "signs" rather than "miracles" because, like signposts, they pointed people to               
the divine power behind the act—the power of God. 
 

(When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them, because 

they were like sheep without a shepherd. And he began to teach them many things. – 

Mark 6:34) (He had compassion on them and healed the sick – Matt. 14:14) (He 

welcomed them and spoke to them of the kingdom of God and cured those who had 

need of healing. – Luke 9:11) (Now when it was evening, the disciples came to him and 

said, “This is a desolate place, and the day is now over; send the crowds away to go into 

the villages and buy food for themselves.” But Jesus said, “They need not go away; you 

give them something to eat.” – Matt. 14:15-16) 
 

 

John 6:3-6 (ESV)  

Jesus went up on the mountain, and there he sat down with his disciples. 4 
Now the 

Passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand. 5 
Lifting up his eyes, then, and seeing that a 

large crowd was coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread, 

so that these people may eat?” 6 
He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he 

would do. 
 

The Lord sometimes tests us by putting us in difficult situations with no easy answers. At these 

times we feel overwhelmed or frustrated, as Philip did. However, frustration is NOT God's 

intended result. The wise disciple always keeps the door open for God to work. When the first 

or second look at a problem yields no solution, do you trust God to work or assume it's 

hopeless? Philip fell short because he allowed his thinking to be limited by his own limited 

resources instead of seeking God's limitless resources. 
 

John 6:7 (ESV) 

Philip answered him, “Two hundred denarii would not buy enough bread for each of 

them to get a little.” ($47,060 (average income 1st
 qtr. 2019 – $31,373.50 (based on a 6 

day work wk.)) 
 

**When Jesus asked Philip where they could buy a great quantity of bread, Philip started 

assessing the probable cost. Jesus wanted to teach him that financial resources are not the 

most important ones.  
 

We can limit what God does in us by assuming what is and is not possible.  
 

Is there a seemingly impossible task that you believe God wants you to do? Don't let your 

estimate of what can and can't be done keep you from taking on the task. God can do the 

miraculous; trust Him to provide the resources. 
 

(And He said to them, “How many loaves do you have? Go and see.” And when they had 

found out – Mark 6:38)  

 

John 6:8-9 (ESV)  

One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, 9 
“There is a boy here 



who has five barley loaves and two fish (Barley loaves and fish were food for the poor), 

but what are they for so many?” (And He said, “Bring them here to me – Matt. 14:18) 
 

John 6:10 (ESV)  

Jesus said, “Have the people sit down (in groups on the grass. So they sat down in 

groups, by hundreds and fifties – Mk. 6:39-40).” Now there was much grass in the 

place. So the men sat down, about five thousand in number (besides women and 

children – Matt. 14:21). 
 

Others may have been withholding what they had. They certainly had more resources than the 

boy. But they knew they didn't have enough, so they didn't give anything at all. The boy gave 

what little he had, and it made all the difference. If we offer nothing to God, He will have 

nothing to use. But He can take what little we have and turn it into something great. 
 

John 6:11 (ESV)  

Jesus then took the loaves, and when he had given thanks (said a blessing), he (broke 

the loaves and gave them to the disciples to – Mark 6:41) distributed them to those who 

were seated. So also the fish, as much as they wanted.  
 

Thankfulness helps us appreciate both meals and miracles more fully. Jesus regularly gave 

thanks for food. The way in which He always paused to thank the Father made an permanent 

mark on the disciples. It was so characteristic of Jesus that even the two disciples with whom 

Jesus walked to Emmaus after the Resurrection recognized Him when He gave thanks (Luke 

24:30). How well are we recognized by our spiritual habits? When we give thanks for our 

meals we follow the example of Jesus Himself. 
 

John 6:12-13 (ESV)  

And when they had eaten their fill (were satisfied), he told his disciples, “Gather up 

the leftover fragments, that nothing may be lost.” 13 
So they gathered them up 

and filled twelve baskets with fragments from the five barley loaves left by those who 

had eaten. 
 

We can learn from the leftovers. God gives in abundance. He takes whatever we offer Him in 

time, ability, or resources and multiplies its effectiveness beyond our wildest expectations. If 

we take the first step in making ourselves available to God, He will show us how greatly we 

can be used to advance the work of His kingdom. Most of us want to see a great work of God, 

but can we take the first step of sacrifice? 
 

This miracle and these leftovers reveal Jesus once again as the all-sufficient Lord. Our needs and 
problems are not obstacles to Him, for His abundant power transcends any need or problem we place 

before Him. 
The miracles demonstrated the same power that raised Jesus from the dead. Those who find it 

difficult to accept these miracles usually find it difficult to believe in the Resurrection. When we 

accept the Resurrection, miracles like the multiplying of fish and loaves become part of a day's 

activity in the life of Jesus, the Son of God. 
 

John 6:14 (ESV)  

When the people saw the sign that he had done, they said, “This is indeed the Prophet 

who is to come into the world!”  
 

John does not say the people were wrong to think of Jesus as "the Prophet," but the next verse shows 
that they thought this Prophet should be a political leader. In this they were wrong. 
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John 6:15 (ESV) 

Perceiving then that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, 
Jesus withdrew again to the mountain by himself. 

 

When Jesus realized their intentions, He left. Jesus' kingdom would not be an earthly one; His kingdom                 
would not be established by popularity. This same opportunity for political power had already been               
offered to Jesus by Satan in the wilderness. Jesus knew that the immediate opportunity was nothing                
compared to what God had planned. 

Isaiah 25:6-9 (ESV)  

On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of 

well-aged wine, of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. 7 
And he will swallow up 

on this mountain the covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil that is spread over all nations. 
8 

He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces, and 

the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. 9 
It will 

be said on that day, “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us. This 

is the LORD; we have waited for him; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” 
 

Daniel 7:13-14 (ESV)  

“I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one like a son of 

man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him. 14 
And to him was given 

dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; 

his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that 

shall not be destroyed. 

 


