
John 6 "More than a Fan" 

Jesus is dealing with fair-weather fans.  They are coming to him with wrong 

motives. Psychology Today: Fan’s seek a “vicarious sense of success”. A fan 

feels athletically gifted, unstoppable, and adored. 

14-15 When the people saw the sign that he had done, they said, “This is 

indeed the Prophet who is to come into the world!” Perceiving then that 

they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, Jesus 

withdrew again to the mountain by himself. 

26 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you are seeking me, not 

because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves. 

60 When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This is a hard 

saying; who can listen to it?”  

“hard saying”  This refers to what is hard to accept, not what is hard to 

believe. This is confirmed in the Greek. 

In verse 51 He already explained that the bread represents the sacrificial 

giving of Himself for the sin of the world. The Jewish leaders falsely accuse 

Him of promoting a form of cannibalism. They know better.  

Hard Saying: verse 53 So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say 

to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his 

blood, you have no life in you. 

Refusal to accept: They are spiritually dead and there only hope is the 

sacrificial death of Jesus! 

61 But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were 

grumbling about this, said to them, “Do you take offense at this? 

62 Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to 

where he was before?  



Jesus is essentially saying, “if all this is offended you what will you think 

when you see me in glory and have to answer to judgment?” Better to be 

offended now and to get over it then to be offended on that day. 

63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at all. The 

words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life.  

Here lies a key difference between fandom or false conversion and genuine  

Genuine conversion is not the result of the flesh. You can’t make it happen. 

There are none good, none righteous. 

True conversion is the result of the work of the Holy Spirit, who convinces 

us, confronts us in our sin, draws us to Jesus, and makes the Word of God 

alive in us. Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God. 

John 16: 7 Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your 

advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will 

not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. 8 And when 

he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and 

righteousness and judgment: 9 concerning sin, because they do 

not believe in me; 10 concerning righteousness, because I go to 

the Father, and you will see me no longer; 11 concerning 

judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. 

 

True conversion is not simply religion, or being spiritual, or doing religious 

activities.  

 

True conversion is about supernatural transformation that can only be 

accomplished by God and is accessed by grace through faith and offered to 

“whosoever will believe” John 3:16, 6:40. As Jesus said to Nicodemus, 

you must be “born again”. 

 



Ephesians 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is 

not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no 

one may boast. 

 

1 John 5: 1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of 

God, and everyone who loves the Father loves whoever has been born of 

him 

 

Titus 3:5 he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, 

but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and 

renewal of the Holy Spirit,  

 

2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. 

The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.  

 

1 Peter 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living 

hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 

64 But there are some of you who do not believe.” (For Jesus 

knew from the beginning who those were who did not believe, 

and who it was who would betray him.) 65 And he said, “This is 

why I told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted 

him by the Father.” 

Because Jesus is God, he had divine ability to know the heart of man. He 

was never deceived by a false faith, nor surprised by the one who would 

betray him. 

This is important. Those drawn by the Father through the Spirit will have a 

clear hunger for God, not just His blessings.  Jesus says “come unto me” 

This is the “born again” experience. 



66 After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer 

walked with him. 

For many, this was a bridge too far. Religion, personal needs met,  Manna, 

political kingdom….cool.  

But all of this talk about conversion, sacrifice, our utter dependence on 

Jesus for salvation and recognition of my own sinfulness. No thank you! 

Scores and would-be followers of Jesus left, offended by what Jesus had 

spoken or required.  They never were true followers.  They were following 

for various selfish reasons, but they weren’t seeking to truly know Jesus. 

67 So Jesus said to the Twelve, “Do you want to go away as well?”  

68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You 

have the words of eternal life, 69 and we have believed, and have 

come to know, that you are the Holy One of God.” 

Peter, makes the statement that every true believer should understand! This 

changes everything….our source of life becomes Jesus. 

70 Jesus answered them, “Did I not choose you, the Twelve? And 

yet one of you is a devil.” 71 He spoke of Judas the son of Simon 

Iscariot, for he, one of the Twelve, was going to betray him. 

 

Here we have a stark side by side comparison of a true follower and a false 

one… Peter and Judas. 

 

● He was personally chosen to be an apostle by Jesus Christ. 

● He forsook all to follow the Lord. 

● He spent 3 1/2 years traveling the length and breadth of Israel with 

Christ. 

● He saw all the miracles of Christ in person. 

● He heard Christ give all his famous discourses. 



● He watched as Christ healed the sick, raised the dead and cast out 

demons. 

● He, along with the other apostles, was sent out to preach the gospel. 

● No one ever suspected him of treason. 

 

So why betray Christ? Three theories seem most likely: 

 

He betrayed Jesus for money. This makes sense in that John 12:6 tells 

us that Judas stole money from the money bag. But if he betrayed Jesus 

only for money, he sold him too cheaply. Thirty pieces of silver would be 

something like $20 today. 

 

He betrayed Jesus because he was disillusioned. This is probably 

the prevailing theory. It suggests that Judas expected Jesus to lead an 

uprising against Rome. When he found out that Christ had no such 

intentions, he became angry and betrayed him. 

 

He betrayed Jesus because he was frightened. As he saw the storm 

clouds gathering in the final few days, he betrayed the Lord in order to save 

his own skin. 

 

Judas chose to attempt to place ultimate value on something other than 

Christ. What about us? …to whom shall we go?  

 

 


