
 

Despised and Rejected 
.John 7:1-13 (ESV)  

After this Jesus went about in Galilee. He would not go 

about in Judea, because the Jews were seeking to kill him. 
2 
Now the Jews’ Feast of Booths was at hand. 3 

So his 

brothers said to him, “Leave here and go to Judea, that 

your disciples also may see the works you are doing. 4 
For 

no one works in secret if he seeks to be known openly. If 

you do these things, show yourself to the world.” 5 
For not 

even his brothers believed in him. 6 
Jesus said to them, 

“My time has not yet come, but your time is always here.  
 

We can keep from living recklessly by honoring God's timing in our            
lives. Sometimes obedience involves risk; sometimes it involves        
caution. We must determine to wholeheartedly cooperate with        
God's plans. Therefore, we should not be driven by fear,          
impulsiveness, ignorance, or anxiety. Sometimes the wisest, most        
difficult action is the decision to wait for God's timing. 

 

7 
The world cannot hate you, but it hates me because I 

testify about it that its works are evil. 8 
You go up to the 

feast. I am not going up to this feast, for my time has not 

yet fully come.” 9 
After saying this, he remained in Galilee. 

10 
But after his brothers had gone up to the feast, then he 

also went up, not publicly but in private. 11 
The Jews were 

looking for him at the feast, and saying, “Where is he?” 12 

And there was much muttering about him among the 

people. While some said, “He is a good man,” others said, 

“No, he is leading the people astray.” 13 
Yet for fear of the 

Jews no one spoke openly of him. 

So here is Jesus, perfect in His demonstration of the Father’s heart,            
will and Word and He is rejected by His own family and those that              
ideally who should recognize Him and celebrate His presence seek an           
opportunity to kill Him. The very ones that He has come to            
sacrificially save, rescue and redeem patronize Him and seek to          
crucify Him. 
 

● Are you experiencing rejection from others? Your family?        
The very ones you seek to love the most? 

 



 
● Interesting Jesus comes to bring us home to the Father’s love           

and presence and they / we hate and reject Him. 

 

John 1:9-11 (ESV)  

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 

world. 10 
He was in the world, and the world was made through 

him, yet the world did not know him. 11 
He came to his own, and 

his own people did not receive him.  
 

Parable - Matthew 21:38 (ESV)  

But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This 

is the heir. Come, let us kill him and have his inheritance.’ 
 

John 13:1 (ESV)  

Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew 

that his hour had come to depart out of this world to the 

Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he 

loved them to the end.  
 

Could anyone have done it better? Yet He was despised and rejected 
we esteemed Him not. The punishment that brought us peace was 

upon Him and by His wounds we are healed! 
 

Isaiah 53:3-6 (ESV)  

He was despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, 

and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men 

hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him 

not. 4 
Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our 

sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, 

and afflicted. 5 But he was wounded for our 

transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon 

him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with 

his stripes we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone 

astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; and 

the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
 

● This should comfort us when we are rejected by those we           
are seeking to share the Good News of God’s love and           
salvation with. 

 

● I don’t know if you will ever be hated for your love for God              
and your radical obedience to His will, but Jesus was!  

 

John 15:18 (ESV) 



 

“If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before 

it hated you.  
 

Matthew 10:22 (ESV)  

and you will be hated by all for my name’s sake. But the 

one who endures to the end will be saved. 
 

Matthew 5:11-12 (ESV)  

“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you 

and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my 

account. 12 
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 

heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were 

before you. 
 

1 Peter 2:19-23 (ESV)  

For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one 

endures sorrows while suffering unjustly. 20 
For what 

credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you 

endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you 

endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. 21 
For to 

this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for 

you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in 

his steps. 22 
He committed no sin, neither was deceit found 

in his mouth. 23 
When he was reviled, he did not revile in 

return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but 

continued entrusting himself to him who judges 

justly. 
 

● Jesus was doing the ultimate good and did He suffer          
rejection? How did He respond? Persevered, ran the race         
marked out for Him, set His gaze and fix His heart on our             
Father and was a glorious example of complete and total          
obedience! 

 

● What about you… Look it’s obvious we can’t do it but He            
did, so what do we need in order to face rejection and bless             
those who curse you…love your enemies and pray for those          
who persecute you….forgive as you have been forgiven? We         
need JESUS! Without the power and presence of the Holy          
Spirt it is impossible! Jesus said what is impossible with man           
is possible with God (Lk 18:27). Salvation! Jesus obeyed our          
Father to perfection and they still rejected Him and wanted          
to kill Him, why do we expect a different response? 

 



 
● Few of us can relate to those with means and motive, as            

influential as the Pharisees, wanting to find and kill us. Yet           
our Father’s heart was orchestrating His most glorious        
mission in the midst of all this hated and rejection to make a             
way back to His heart and presence. 

 
 

● Have you ever experienced rejection? Jesus understands! He        
promised us that this was the way it would be. I am sending             
you out like sheep among wolves…..Is it possible that if we           
entrust ourselves to a faithful Creator who judges justly that          
God might use our lives to save others too and we might,            
with the constant help of the Holy Spirit, finish what Jesus           
started. 

● Have you ever been completely misrepresented or       
misunderstood? Jesus understands. 

● Yet in this moment was Jesus in the center of the Father’s            
will? Often we feel like we have failed in similar          
circumstances why? 

o We don’t have an accurate picture or expectation for         
the believer’s life. We are not following Jesus! 

o We want to be liked more than we want to be           
faithful to our Father. 

o Fear of rejection – people pleasing! 
 

John 7:13 (ESV) 

Yet for fear of the Jews no one spoke openly of him. 
 

o We have not counted the cost. 
o We are still hanging on to our life and haven’t truly           

exchanged it for His. 
o These thoughts can leave us feeling like the rich         

young ruler – overwhelmed and wanting to walk. But         
let’s remember God knows we can’t do it BUT He          
can! 

● Did the Father have a glorious plan for those who          
disbelieved and disobeyed (who wanted to kill His Son)? 

o Yes, to save them 
o Rescue them back to His presence 
o To forgive them – He planned to forgive them before          

they sinned knowing exactly what they would do to         
Him and His Son. GRACE! LOVE! 

o This is what He wants to demonstrate through our         
lives in the midst of hatred and rejection. 



 
o And you know who is transformed the most when         

we go through these painful moments and are        
mindful of God? We are! 

o That transformation is the evidence and sign to an         
unbelieving world! 

 
 


