
 

Condemnation Cured 
 

John 7:53-8:11 (ESV)  

They went each to his own house, 1 
but Jesus went to the 

Mount of Olives. 2 
Early in the morning he came again to 

the temple. All the people came to him, and he sat down 

and taught them. 3 
The scribes and the Pharisees brought 

a woman who had been caught in adultery, and placing 

her in the midst 4 
they said to him, “Teacher, this woman 

has been caught in the act of adultery. 5 
Now in the Law 

Moses commanded us to stone such women. So what do 

you say?” 6 
This they said to test him, that they might have 

some charge to bring against him. Jesus bent down and 

wrote with his finger on the ground. 7 
And as they 

continued to ask him, he stood up and said to them, “Let 

him who is without sin among you be the first to throw a 

stone at her.” 8 
And once more he bent down and wrote on 

the ground. 9 
But when they heard it, they went away one 

by one, beginning with the older ones, and Jesus was left 

alone with the woman standing before him. 10 
Jesus stood 

up and said to her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one 

condemned you?” 11 
She said, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus 

said, “Neither do I condemn you; go, and from now on sin 

no more.” 
 

John 7:53-8:11 (ESV)  

They went each to his own house, 1 
but Jesus went to the 

Mount of Olives. 2 
Early in the morning he came again to 

the temple. All the people came to him, and he sat down 

and taught them. 3 
The scribes and the Pharisees brought 

a woman who had been caught in adultery, and placing 

her in the midst 4 
they said to him, “Teacher, this woman 

has been caught in the act of adultery. 5 
Now in the Law 

Moses commanded us to stone such women. So what do 

you say?”  
 

Deuteronomy 22:22 (ESV)  

“If a man is found lying with the wife of another man, both of 

them shall die, the man who lay with the woman, and the 

woman. So you shall purge the evil from Israel.  
 

Leviticus 20:10 (ESV)  



 
“If a man commits adultery with the wife of his neighbor, both 

the adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put to death. 
 

The Jewish leaders were trying to trap Jesus. If He said “Yes, the             
woman must be stoned.” How would the sinners and tax collectors           
respond? But if He said “No, the woman should not be stoned.” Then             
He was openly breaking the law and should be arrested. 
 

We have seen this before - Mark 12:13-17 (ESV)  

And they sent to him some of the Pharisees and some of 

the Herodians, to trap him in his talk. 14 
And they came 

and said to him, “Teacher, we know that you are true and 

do not care about anyone’s opinion. For you are not 

swayed by appearances, but truly teach the way of God. Is 

it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not? Should we pay 

them, or should we not?” 15 
But, knowing their hypocrisy, 

he said to them, “Why put me to the test? Bring me a 

denarius and let me look at it.” 16 
And they brought one. 

And he said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is 

this?” They said to him, “Caesar’s.” 17 
Jesus said to them, 

“Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God 

the things that are God’s.” And they marveled at him. 
 

6 
This they said to test him, that they might have some 

charge to bring against him. Jesus bent down and wrote 

with his finger on the ground. (God wrote the 10 

Commandments with His finger)  
 

Exodus 31:18 (ESV)  

And he gave to Moses, when he had finished speaking 

with him on Mount Sinai, the two tablets of the testimony, 

tablets of stone, written with the finger of God.  
 

Jeremiah 17:13 (ESV)  

O LORD, the hope of Israel, all who forsake you shall be 

put to shame; those who turn away from you shall be 

written in the earth, for they have forsaken the LORD, the 

fountain of living water. 
 

7 
And as they continued to ask him, he stood up and said 

to them, “Let him who is without sin among you be the 

first to throw a stone at her.” (Deut. 17:2-7) 
 

8 
And once more he bent down and wrote on the ground. 9 

But when they heard it, they went away one by one, 



 

beginning with the older ones, and Jesus was left alone 

with the woman standing before him. 10 
Jesus stood up 

and said to her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one 

condemned you?” 11 
She said, “No one, Lord (Kyrios – 

appears 740x in the NT usually referring to Jesus).” And 

Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you; go, and from now 

on sin no more.” (John 5:14) 
 

How unfortunate that they were so quick to point out the sins of 
another and so blind to their own sins. 

 

Jesus rejects the hypocrisy that holds others to a different standard           
than we hold for ourselves. When we accept our own blame, we take             
the first step toward experiencing forgiveness. 
 

This is not about the law here it’s about legalism. Jesus exposed what             
was in the accusers' hearts. Without condoning the woman's actions,          
He highlighted the importance of compassion and forgiveness and         
broadened the spotlight of judgment until every accuser felt himself          
included. 
 

The trap snapped shut, and those who set it found themselves           
caught! 
 

Jesus was not saying that only perfect, sinless people can make           
accurate accusations, pass judgment, or exact a death penalty. Nor          
was he excusing adultery or any other sin by saying that everyone            
sins. This event illustrates that wise judgment flows out of honest           
motives. Jesus resolved an injustice about to be committed by          
exposing the hypocrisy of the witnesses against the woman. By          
making the accusers examine themselves, he exposed their real         
motives. (Matt. 7:1-5) 
 

Jesus did confront the woman's sin, but he exercised compassion          
alongside confrontation. As with the woman at the well, Jesus          
demonstrated to this woman that she was of greater importance          
than what she had done wrong. 
 

The religious leaders who tried to trap Jesus were treating neither           
the sin nor the sinner with the necessary respect. The same           
blindness that caused them to not see their own sins made them            
unable to recognize who Jesus was. 
 

The Law was given to reveal sin (Rom. 3:20), and we must be             
condemned by the law before we can be cleansed by God’s grace.            
Law and grace do not compete with each other; they complement           
each other. Nobody was ever saved by keeping the law, but nobody            



 
was ever saved by grace who was not first indicted by the Law. There              
must be conviction before there can be conversion. Warren Wiersbe 
 

When we must confront sin, we ought not condemn, but rather           
present the need and opportunity for forgiveness. 
 

When you find yourself enraged at others, you may be on the verge             
of a healthy discovery. You should examine what is behind the rage.            
Are you covering sins or excusing faults that have made you           
unusually sensitive to the faults in others? What wrong motives are           
you masking by your anger? 
 

**The scribes and Pharisees lead this woman to Jesus! 
 

How did she move from sin to salvation, it is not behavior that saves 
us it is belief! 

Romans 8:1 (ESV)  

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who 

are in Christ Jesus.  
 

John 3:16-18 (ESV)  

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, 

that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 

eternal life. 17 
For God did not send his Son into the world 

to condemn the world, but in order that the world might 

be saved through him. 18 
Whoever believes in him is not 

condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned 

already, because he has not believed in the name of the 

only Son of God. 
 

Communion 
God hates sin; we must make no mistake about that. But he loves             
sinners—and that includes each of us. In fact, he loves us so much he              
sent his Son to die—to take the penalty our sins deserved. Jesus            
stands ready to forgive any person, but confession, repentance, and          
a change of heart are the properly prepared ground for forgiveness. 
Our intention must be to not sin again. This does not mean that God              
expects us to never sin again, but he does expect that our life-styles             
are no longer sinful. Our desire should be no longer to live for             
ourselves and our pleasures, but to live for God. With God's help we             
can accept Christ's forgiveness and stop making a practice of          
wrongdoing. 
 


