
That You May Believe 
 

What do you do when God doesn’t do what you want Him to do? 
 

Or when God doesn’t do what you want Him to do when you want Him to do it? 
 

How do you think God wants you to respond? 
 

John 11:1-16 (ESV)  

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 

Martha. 2 
It was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet 

(worship) with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. 3 
So the sisters sent to him, 

saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 
But when Jesus heard it he said, “This illness 

does not lead (end in) to death. It is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be 

glorified through it.” 5 
Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 

So, when he 

heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 7 
Then 

after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 
The disciples said to him, 

“Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9 

Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he 

does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. 10 
But if anyone walks in the 

night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.” 11 
After saying these things, he said 

to them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.” 12 
The disciples 

said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” 13 
Now Jesus had spoken of 

his death, but they thought that he meant taking rest in sleep. 14 
Then Jesus told them 

plainly, “Lazarus has died, 15 
and for your sake I am glad that I was not there, so that you 

may believe. (John 20:30-31) But let us go to him.” 16 
So Thomas, called the Twin, said 

to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 
 

This is the 7th miracle in the signs of the book of John, this pinnacle of His miraculous work pointed to His                      
deity and created a great stir among His friends and foes. 
 

 

What incredibly Good News it is that Jesus Christ has power over dead and He has conquered the grave! 
 

1 Corinthians 15:26 (ESV)  

The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 
 

The focus here in chapter 11 is belief or faith, some version of believe is found at least 8 times. Jesus                     
seeks to strengthen or establish faith in 3 groups of people: the disciples (1-16), the sisters (17-40) and                  
the Jews (41-57). 
 

The disciples often struggled to understand what Jesus was teaching, but through practical experiences              
Jesus demonstrated His teachings! 
These moments had the aim of increasing their faith. 
 

Jesus was about 20 miles or 7 to 8 hours from Bethany. Let remember that they could not send Him a                     
text. 
 

Jesus send an encouraging message back, probably the next day, that later might be confusing. 
 

Lazarus died the day the messenger left to seek out Jesus. 
 



What would the message convey when received by the grieving sisters that had already lost their                
brother? 
 

Jesus was beckoning them to believe His word despite the painful circumstances.  
 

This must have been very confusing for the disciples: 
1. If Jesus loved Lazarus so much why permit his sickness? 
2. Why did He delay in going? 
3. Jesus could have healed Lazarus from a distance, as He did with the son of the Official (4:46-54) 

 

Vs. 5 tells us that Jesus loved this family, each one of them. Yet His response seems to contradict this                    
love. 
 

We must never conclude that love and suffering are incompatible. Scripture declare that they unite us in                 
Christ! 
 

It seems that the Father has a higher priority on salvation than he does on comfort or convenience. 
 

Illus: Are there moments that children don’t like or understand what a parent is doing for their best and                   
the best of others? Are there moments when they might even interpret the parent’s actions as cruel and                  
unnecessary? 
 

If God’s ways are not our ways and His thoughts are not our thoughts? What about our relationship w/                   
Him! 
What would a parent love their child to do when they don’t understand or like what is being asked of                    
them or is going on? 
 

And what would that ideal response indicate? 
 

It is interesting that the message sent to Jesus did not include a request – simply “the one you love is ill”                      
– surly they wanted Lazarus’ healing but they knew that Jesus’ life was being sought after also. They                  
ultimately trusted His response it seems. 
 

Jesus response to the sister did not say that their brother would not die, it promised only that death                   
would not be the ultimate result. 
 

Ultimately it was for the glory of God and that the Son might be glorified in it! To what end? 
 

When we find ourselves confronted by disease, disappointment, disaster, delays and even death our              
only encouragement is the Word of God!! 
 

We must walk by faith and not by sight! 
 

Psalm 50:15 (ESV)  

and call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify me.” 
 

Was Jesus late? No, He was not waiting for Lazarus to die, He was waiting on the Father’s word. 
 

When Jesus announced that He was going to Bethany it caused great concern among the disciples                
because they knew the danger. Even though this was a dangerous path Jesus obeyed the Father’s Word. 
 

Going to Lazarus’ aid would advance His demise. 
 

Jesus calms their storm (anxiety) by reminding them that they are following the Father’s perfect               
schedule. 
 

Jesus wasn’t glad for Lazarus death, but that He had not been there so that the Father’s will of revealing                    
His Son might be accomplished. Belief in Jesus is the Ultimate goal here! 


