
Hosanna 
John 12:12-19 (ESV) 

The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to 

Jerusalem. 13 
So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, 

“Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” 14 

And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written, 15 
“Fear not, daughter 

of Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey’s colt!” 16 
His disciples did not 

understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered 

that these things had been written about him and had been done to him. 17 
The crowd 

that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the 

dead continued to bear witness. 18 
The reason why the crowd went to meet him was that 

they heard he had done this sign. 19 
So the Pharisees said to one another, “You see that 

you are gaining nothing. Look, the world has gone after him.” 

Mark 11:1-11 / Matthew 21:1-11 (ESV) 

Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, 

then Jesus sent two disciples, 2 
saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and 

immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her (on which no one has ever 

sat – Mark 11:2). Untie them and bring them to me. 3 
If anyone says anything to you, 

you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at once.” 4 
This took place to 

fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying, 5 
“Say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Behold, 

your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of 

a beast of burden.’ ” 6 
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. 7 

They 

brought the donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them. 8 

Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the 

trees and spread them on the road. 9 
And the crowds that went before him and that 

followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in 

the name of the Lord! (Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! – Mark 

11:10) Hosanna in the highest!” 10 
And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was 

stirred up, saying, “Who is this?” 11 
And the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from 

Nazareth of Galilee.” 

Luke 19:28/36-44 (ESV) 

And as he rode along, they spread their cloaks on the road. 37 
As he was drawing 

near—already on the way down the Mount of Olives— the whole multitude of his 



disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that 

they had seen, 38 
saying, “Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace 

in heaven and glory in the highest!” 39 
And some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to 

him, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples.” 40 
He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, 

the very stones would cry out.” 41 
And when he drew near and saw the city, he wept over 

it, 42 
saying, “Would that you, even you, had known on this day the things that make for 

peace! (Rom. 5:1-2) But now they are hidden from your eyes. 43 
For the days will come 

upon you, when your enemies will set up a barricade around you and surround you and 

hem you in on every side 44 
and tear you down to the ground, you and your children 

within you. And they will not leave one stone upon another in you, because you did not 

know the time of your visitation.” 

John 12:12 (ESV) 

The next day (5 days before the Passover) the large crowd that had come to the feast 

heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. 

Large Crowd – Josephus est. over 25K lambs were slain – 2.5M ppl 

Heard – still talking of the raising of Lazarus. (vs. 18) 

John 12:13 (ESV) 

So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, “Hosanna (to 

the Son of David!) Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord (Hosanna in the 

highest!), even the King of Israel!” 

They thought that their conquering king had finally come to liberate them from Roman rule. Rev. 
7:9 symbol of peace & victory! 

Psalm 118:25-26 (ESV) 

Save us, we pray, O LORD! O LORD, we pray, give us success! 26 
Blessed is he who 

comes in the name of the LORD! We bless you from the house of the LORD. 

Zephaniah 3:15 (ESV) 

The LORD has taken away the judgments against you; he has cleared away your 

enemies. The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall never again fear evil. 

 

John 1:49 (ESV) 



Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 

(He didn’t correct him – Pilate) 

The Jews thought they were hailing the arrival of their King! But these people who were praising                 
God for giving them a king had the wrong idea about Jesus. 

They were deaf to the words of their prophets and blind to Jesus' real mission. 

The Passover celebration made special use of the "Hallel" section of the Psalms (113–118),              
singing them as hymns of worship. The crowds would have been singing these expressions as               
they approached the City of David. But as they accompanied Jesus, the songs became a               
Messianic chant. 

When it became apparent that Jesus was not going to fulfill their hopes, many people turned                
against him. 

John 12:14-15 (ESV) 

And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written, 15 
“Fear not, daughter 

of Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey’s colt!” 

Their King came to them—but not the kind of king they had expected. He did not arrive as a                   
political ruler might, on a mighty horse or in a chariot. Rather, Jesus came to them in the way                   
prophesied by Zechariah: 

Zechariah 9:9 (ESV) 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your 

king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a 

donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

Israel's King would be a humble servant, not an earthly conqueror. He would not be exalted to an 
throne, but lifted up on a cross. 

 

John 12:16 (ESV) 

His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then 

they remembered that these things had been written about him and had been done to 

him. 



Prior to Jesus' resurrection, His followers did not understand the significance of His Triumphal 
Entry into Jerusalem. The Holy Spirit would open their eyes to the meaning of the Old 

Testament Scriptures and remind them of this and other messianic predictions. 

 

John 14:26 (ESV) 

But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach 

you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. 
 

We too can look back and see the Lord's will more clearly with the help of the Holy Spirit. 
 

 John 12:17 (ESV) 

The crowd that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised 

him from the dead continued to bear witness. 

John 12:18 (ESV) 

The reason why the crowd went to meet him was that they heard he had done this sign. 

**They flocked to Jesus because they had heard about His great miracle in raising Lazarus from                
the dead. Their adoration was short-lived and their commitment shallow, for in a few days they                
would do nothing to stop His crucifixion. 

Devotion based only on curiosity or popularity fades quickly. 

Luke 8:13 (ESV) 

And the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word, receive it with joy. 

But these have no root; they believe for a while, and in time of testing fall away. 

 

Mark 4:16-17 (ESV) 

And these are the ones sown on rocky ground: the ones who, when they hear the word, 

immediately receive it with joy. 17 
And they have no root in themselves, but endure for a 

while; then, when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately 

they fall away. 

John 12:19 (ESV) 



So the Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you are gaining nothing. Look, the 

world has gone after him.” 

This is ironic—for most of those people did not really believe in Jesus. 

                                                                    Philippians 2:5-12 (ESV) 

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus (1 Cor. 2:10-16), 6 
who, 

though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 

7 
but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of 

men. 8 
And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to 

the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 
Therefore God has highly exalted him and 

bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10 
so that at the name of Jesus 

every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11
and every tongue 

confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 
 
                                                                     Revelation 19:16 (ESV) 

On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords. 

Conclusion: People who have set out to discredit him have ended up bowing before him 

in worship. The Pharisees were right when they said "This is getting us nowhere." They 

were only succeeding as far as their plan coincided with God's plan. People can spend a 

lifetime resisting and rejecting Christ, only to discover that they have accomplished 

nothing but their own destruction. 

 
Are you seeking His Kingdom/heart or yours, His desires or yours? Do you want His 

plans or yours? 

 


