
For Unto Us a Child is Given Luke 2:1-21 
 
 

1. V1-7 Journey to be Registered to be Taxed “In those days a decree went out from                
Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This was the first              
registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be registered,              
each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of                 
Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was               
of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed,               
who was with child. 6 And while they were there, the time came for her to give                 
birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling               
clothes and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.” 

a. Caesar Augustus was one of the first emperors of Rome and required a             
registration of taxes. 

b. Normally this would have been an inconvenient and costly journey, but the            
circumstances in this case were especially delicate since Mary was nine           
months pregnant. The journey could be done quickly in four days, but            
because of the danger, the rout a Jew would have taken around Samaria, and              
that fact that Mary was pregnant, this would have taken as long as two              
weeks.  

c. Mary and Joseph may not have been able to travel with those in their own               
town since Mary likely would have been shunned for becoming pregnant           
outside of wedlock.  

 
2. V8-14 Angels Appear to Shepherds “8 And in the same region there were             

shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And an angel                
of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and                
they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for                
behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For                  
unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12                   
And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling clothes                 
and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of                
the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on               
earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

a. These Shepherds were keeping their flocks in much the same way that King             
David did when he was a boy, and even further back, the Patriarchs             
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Abraham, Isaak, and Jacob and for generations their descendants in the land            
of Goshen. Now God is heralding the message to these simple shepherds the             
coming of his Son.  

b. These Shepherds were likely not literate, and certainly not wise enough to            
discern a Bethlehem star sign, which would occur later. So why did they             
receive this message from the Angels? The Angels did not appear to the             
scribe or to the expert Rabbi’s in Jerusalem, but unto simple shepherds?  

c. The words of the angel are full of joy, hope, and encouragement. News of              
great joy of ALL people. A Savior, which is Christ the Lord. Christ here              
meaning Messiah and Lord here being ruler, a title of a sovereign ruler. This              
had all the language that would signal the birth of the coming Messiah             
spoken of by so many prophets, but it would be confusing because look at              
the humble “sign” spoken of by the angel – a manger? A manger is a feeding                
trough. 

d. The sign – swaddled, lying in a … manger? The Messiah, in a manger? What               
a great sign for the promised king of Israel. This would take great faith to               
believe because Israel already had a king Herod, so wouldn’t it be more             
natural to believe that the Messiah would at least be born to someone who              
is at least connected to political power?  

 
3. V15-21 The Shepherds and Jesus “15 When the angels went away from them into              

heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see               
this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they                
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17                
And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them               
concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds              
told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart.               
20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard              
and seen, as it had been told them. 21 And at the end of eight days, when he was                   
circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was              
conceived in the womb.” 

a. Notice the action taken by the shepherds. They respond in faith and so get              
to see the new Messiah which has been prophesied and promised for            
thousands of years. Imagine if they had been distracted by the miracle and             
used this as an opportunity to delve into angelology and tried to get a second               
experience. Its an amazing experience, but it is nothing compared to what            

2 
 



the experience is supposed to point to, which is the coming of the one who               
would make a way to escape the curse of sin, be reconciled to God, have               
eternal life in heaven, and be in fellowship with Him.  

b. The purpose was to spread the word – they came and saw God in the flesh                
and fulfilled His plan that simple shepherds would be the ones to spread             
through the hill country of Judah, the word that the king was born.  

 
Application 

1. Why to Shepherds? Doesn’t this seem to be the pattern or our gracious God? He               
didn’t just pass over the educated, as we will see next week when the wise men                
came…they through careful exegesis and deduction came to realize that a great            
king had been born in Israel. For the educated that have FAITH and know the               
WORD OF GOD those secrets are there for you to find about all kinds of things,                
bearded in the Word of God like hidden treasure, for you to find.  

a. However, Jesus rejoiced in how the secrets of the ages were revealed to             
those of lower status. Luke 10:21 “21 In that same hour he rejoiced in the               
Holy Spirit and said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you               
have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed           
them to little children; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 22 All              
things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows who               
the Son is except the Father, or who the Father is except the Son and anyone                
to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.” If the way of salvation depends on               
human intellect and Bible knowledge than it excludes the poor and it starts             
to look like it all depends on human effort and talent. Then to those salvation               
came, they would have reason to boast. But these are shepherds and they             
receive a vision of Glory that we can only imagine.  

c. But there is another reason: these people would actually TESTAFY. The           
simple folk of the hill country, those thousands of people who were being             
taxed out of their minds and looking for hope had to hear this message to               
create expectation so that those of that region would actually RESPOND           
when it was time for the prophet John the Baptist to step on the scene. This                
created expectation and would lead to the ministry of not only John the             
Baptist, but of Christ and His disciples who would found the church among             
these very people. They didn’t have to believe this. They could have started             
to doubt as soon as the angles went back to heaven, or as soon as they saw                 
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the baby…just an ordinary baby with less than ordinary parents. In a barn.             
No angels to see there.  But they spread the word anyway.  

2. Tough circumstances Some of you come here this morning in tough           
circumstances. The will of God has come to your life and has come without              
consulting your preference or permission and without consideration of what YOU           
would think would best benefit you. Mary and Joseph had to commit themselves             
to God on that dangerous journey knowing they had no other choice. The Baby              
came in God’s timing and didn’t wait for Mary to be married, because Christ had to                
come from a virgin, according to the prophecy. And they had to go register. When               
it rains it pours. Couldn’t God have had this happen another way? Couldn’t God              
have let them register before or after the baby came? But the prophecy says that               
Christ is born in Bethlehem. But why did they get all the way down there to find                 
that there were no rooms and no one to stay with, can you imagine? But then                
how were the Shepherds going to find them? Wasn’t God going to protect them              
and provide for them? Sometimes, when it rains, it pours, but we don’t see the               
great heroes of the faith overcoming easy circumstances and then that becoming            
the big Bible story that teaches coming generations about great faith.  

a. As I wrote this sermon there was a part of me that wanted to come up with                 
something that would make everything OK for all of you this Christmas            
season. Some insightful truth that would change your life and make           
everything better and make all the troubles go away, but that isn’t the way              
life works, is it? The truth is that for some of you this may be the worst                 
Christmas you have ever had, but there is hope.  

3. The Unlikely Savior They came to a stable and found animals, a poor couple, and a                
newborn. That was supposed to mean something to them and it is supposed to              
mean something to us. Do you need a savior this Christmas? The desperate             
condition of that oppressed impoverished nation of Israel and the impoverished           
family in a stable is like some of our lives, in a state of desperation. But God                 
looked down from heaven and saw that the world needed help and so He came               
down Himself to live a perfect life so that whoever believes in Him will have               
eternal life. Christmas is the hardest time for some because of who they have lost,               
but this Christmas does not have to be hopeless because the savior has come.  

a. As a father of three small children, I have had the opportunity to raise              
Children and experience firsthand the heart of a father. I have to call them              
to obedience and make them clean their room as part of their training and              
instruction and teaching them that they have to take responsibility for their            
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own actions. They know that if they throw a fit over that, they will get a                
discipline and they are reminded that if they don’t clean up their room, they              
will receive a discipline. (show pic) This is the expectation, and then this             
(second pic) is about five minutes of C in the room. Now it is his               
responsibility to clean this mess up, but one problem. He is a 3 yearold boy.               
Does he have the ability to clean this up? He can’t even reach where much               
of this is supposed to go, and who knows how he got them down. I had to                 
get down in the trenches with my son and help him and essentially clean this               
up with him participating. To expect him to clean this up would only make              
this mess worse and worse. I could complain that it is HIS responsibility or              
say it is beneath me, but I got down on the floor and cleaned and cleaned. 

b. Imagine this as a picture of your life. Have you and or your spouse made a                
MESS out of your marriage and, by extension, your LIFE? Have you or your              
kids made a mess out of your life? Do you know, that just like C, if you try                  
and clean it up on your own, without His help, you will only make things               
WORSE? Oh believe me, God expects you to participate in the cleanup, just             
as C must participate, but who is really cleaning up? Only God can get us out                
of the messes that we make.  

c. This Christmas, don’t let it be that we celebrate the fact that God came all               
the way to earth in the form of a little baby so that we can then go and focus                   
on our problems and our gifts that we might get under the tree. God came in                
the person of Christ to be born in a barn while we sleep in our nice beds with                  
cotton sheets and He is saying come to me. Have a tough Christmas? So did               
Mary and so did God, so that he could come and be in the trenches with you                 
and when you wonder, He can say to you Matt 11:28-30 “28 Come to me, all                
who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke                
upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will                 
find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

d. If you would have tarried, until the next night, and gone to the stable to see                
if there was a baby in a manger, you would have found an empty stable. If                
you would have waited until the star passed over head to find out where the               
couple was staying that had the child, they would have already left for Egypt,              
never to return to Bethlehem. Don’t wait. For some of you, the stable is full               
this Christmas and from the manger Christ is calling you. Don’t wait to come              
to him.  
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e. The Greatest gift that God can give you is Himself. If there is a god shaped                
hole inside all of us, then there is no gift that can fill it except the gift of                  
Himself to you in the person of Christ in the Gospel and in the gift of the Holy                  
Spirit. To bring this back to the idea of LOVE, Jesus came from heaven and               
did not think equality with God was something to be grasped onto. He left              
heaven for you to come as a little baby and to give up His life. No greater                 
love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.” John                
15:13 
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