
18 “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. 19 If you were of the world, 
the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the 
world, therefore the world hates you. 20 Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater 
than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also 
keep yours. 21 But all these things they will do to you on account of my name, because they do not 
know him who sent me. 22 If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not have been guilty of 
sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin. 23 Whoever hates me hates my Father also. 24 If I had 
not done among them the works that no one else did, they would not be guilty of sin, but now they have 
seen and hated both me and my Father. 25 But the word that is written in their Law must be fulfilled: 
‘They hated me without a cause.’ 

26 “But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who 
proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me. 27 And you also will bear witness, because you 
have been with me from the beginning. 

1. To be like Jesus means that you will experience persecution for your faith.  

2 Timothy 3:12 Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 

2. Why? The primary reason that the unbelieving world “hates” us is that we are “not of the world” 

To be "not of the world" requires us to be free of worldly influence. This does not mean that we do not 
participate in government or typical social processes. It means that we do not act as the unsaved world 
does.  

We are not slaves to our sinful natures.  

Romans 6:6  We know that your old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be 
brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 

Our standard for right and wrong is the is rooted in the righteousness character of a holy of God. 

Ephesians 5:1 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 

I Peter 1:13 Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope fully on 
the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 14As obedient children, do not be 
conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, 15but as he who called you is holy, you also be 
holy in all your conduct, 16since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” 

Our motives and pursuits are not rooted in the world system, rather in the will of God. 

1 Jo 2:15  Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him. 16   For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes 
and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world. 17 And the world is passing away along 
with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever. 

And to many in the fallen society, these distinctions are extremely offensive. 

2 Corinthians 2:14 But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal procession, and 
through us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him everywhere. 15 For we are the aroma of 
Christ to God among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing, 16to one a 



fragrance from death to death, to the other a fragrance from life to life. Who is sufficient for these 
things? 

20 Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted 
me, they will also persecute you.  

And this hard truth would be ultimately realized in the lives of these men. Not only was Jesus speaking 
instructionally to them, He was peering down the corridor of time and revealing with prophetic accuracy 
what would be the real fate for his first disciples 

There is a special place in the kingdom for the persecuted and those martyred for Jesus. 

Revelation 6:9-11 When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been 
slain for the word of God and for the witness they had borne. They cried out with a loud voice, “O 
Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you will judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell 
on the earth?” Then they were each given a white robe and told to rest a little longer, until the number 
of their fellow servants and their brothers should be complete, who were to be killed as they themselves 
had been. 

And lastly, there is a special impartation of God Spirit to those who are persecuted for Christs sake. 

I Peter 4: 14 If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of 
God rests upon you. 

 


