
That They May be One 
  
John 17:20-26 
  
20 “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their                   
word, 21 that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they                     
also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 The glory                   
that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one,                    
23 I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may                   
know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me. 24 Father, I desire that                  
they also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory that                   
you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 25 O                
righteous Father, even though the world does not know you, I know you, and these               
know that you have sent me. 26 I made known to them your name, and I will continue to                   
make it known, that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in                   
them.” 
  

1. V20-21 “20 I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in                  
me through their word, 21 that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in                 
me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that                   
you have sent me. 

a. Who is Jesus talking about? Not only the Disciples, but those that             
WILL BELIEVE. Isn’t that us? Jesus, right before His awful death, we            
praying for US.  
b. What is his prayer? UNITY. Of all the things that He could pray – He                
could have prayed for strength and boldness, for the Holy Spirit, for love,             
for FAITH, and all of those are implied to one extent or another, but what               
does He pray for? UNITY. Even among all the denominations, countries,           
languages, ethnicities, cultures, and doctrinal convictions. 
c. What is Unity? – In this passage we can say that we have the same                
mission and working together for the exact same thing but it is MORE than              
that! We are in each other’s hearts! All of us here and the Christians              
around the world! We love each other so much that we feel each other’s              
pain, each other’s joy, 
d. I Cor 12:25-26 “that there may be no division in the body, but that the                
members may have the same care for one another. 26 If one member             
suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together.” 



e. V21 What is the extent? Just as HE is united with the Father. Just as                
He does the will of the Father and just as He is at ONE with the Father, so                  
are we to be One with each OTHER. 
f. Look at His example: John 5:19 “19 So Jesus said to them, “Truly,              
truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of his own accord, but only what                 
he sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father[e] does, that the Son             
does likewise.” 
g.   John 10:30 “I and my Father are ONE.” 
h.   John 10:38 “…the Father is in me and I am in the Father.” 
i. V21 What is the purpose? That the world may BELIEVE that You             
have sent me. The purpose is evangelistic. One of the ways God works is              
seeing the way we work together and love one another in a way that              
shows that we are so unified in purpose and faith that the world actually              
believes Jesus is from God. 
  

2. V22-23 “22 The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they                 
may be one even as we are one, 23 I in them and you in me, that they may                   
become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and loved               
them even as you loved me. 

a. Jesus says here that the glory He has received from God, has also              
been given to the church. The glory, meaning the weightiness or the            
significance given to Christ, to us as a group, that is, His body.  
b. How so? They will be UNIFIED with Christ (to the point where we are               
part of His body, Spiritually) with the SAME MISSION to preach the            
Kingdom of God. 
c. How so? V23, Its almost as if He is saying “The glory…that is, which               
is…” I in them and you in me . 
d. Purpose? So that they may be PERFECTLY ONE, Why? Again, so            
that they may KNOW that you SENT ME. 

  
  

3. V24 “24 Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be                
with me where I am, to see my glory that you have given me because you loved                 
me before the foundation of the world.” 

a. Notice that Jesus is longing for us to BE with Him because He loves               
us so much, like a husband longing for His bride to be with him. 
b. What does He want to do when we are with Him? He wants to show                
us His glory, which is what? All that He is! His glory is His Godhood and                
attributes, but it is primarily His love for us that He wants to show us. 



  
4. V25-26 “25 O righteous Father, even though the world does not know you, I               
know you, and these know that you have sent me. 26 I made known to them your                 
name, and I will continue to make it known, that the love with which you have                
loved me may be in them, and I in them.” 

a. The world does not know you. Jesus knows that the world and even              
the disciples do not know the father. I say that because he only goes so               
far as to say that the disciples know that the father has sent Him. 
b. Jesus promises to continue to make known the father to us and the              
purpose is that the love of the father may be in US as it has been in                 
CHRIST.  

  
Application 

1. Unity V21 that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in                   
you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have                 
sent me. 

a.   How is that achieved – not so much achieved than realized. 
i. First is to know Christ’s prayer,        

right? First you have to actually KNOW that this is the desire of the              
Lord. That is something that I’m hoping God will show us, enlighten            
us, and convict us of in this sermon. I’ve been convicted about this             
just in preparation of this sermon. 

ii. Next is to take ACTION based on         
the reality. How? Relationship. Come to church, become a         
member, volunteer for service and then spend TIME getting to          
know people in intentional ways. Would it be so bad if you were             
with someone in the church at some point every day of the week?             
As long as we don’t become a holy huddle that way, but maybe that              
is the way NOT to be a holy huddle. 

iii. Acts 2:46-47 “46 And day by day,         
attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes,          
they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising           
God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to             
their number day by day those who were being saved.” 

b. What’s the purpose? The purpose is to be testimony to the world that              
Jesus has come from the Father and is one with the Father! Think about              
how are unity is just another part of the mission! When you sit down to get                
to know someone and invest in a relationship, you are on mission because             
that relationship can grow and become a testimony to the world as you get              



to know their friends and neighbors and they get to know your friends and              
neighbor. John 13:35 “By this all people will know that you are my             
disciples, if you have love for one another.” Pretty hard to convince a             
skeptic. Ever try to convince someone that Jesus is God and they are just              
not buying it? Do we want to convince them so that they have salvation?              
Then let us be ONE. Perfect unity is a miraculous thing that God has              
used to convince the world of the truth of His son.  
c. What it isn’t - Unity at the expense of truth – Salvation is by faith                
alone. I am not unified with: The Mormon Church, the Catholic Church,            
Jehovah’s Witnesses, or any group, no matter how good or how Christian            
they may seem. Gal 1:8 “8 But even if we or an angel from heaven               
should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let               
him be accursed.” Salvation is by grace through faith and not of works –              
Eph 2:8-9 “8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is               
not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no                   
one may boast.” John 3:16 ““For God so loved the world,[i] that he gave              
his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have             
eternal life.” 
  

2. Jesus Wants to BE with us V24 “24 Father, I desire that they also, whom                
you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory that you have                  
given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world.” 

a. V 20 You have to understand that Jesus looked down the corridors of              
time and saw you, loved you, died for you intentionally (not just generally)             
– important so that you understand your VALUE – that Jesus Christ saw             
YOU, not just as some mass of people, but he saw YOU as an individual.               
How?  He’s God, He knows everything.  
b. Are you aware of how much God wants to be with you? Imagine a               
groom wanting to be with His bride and realize that this is only a PICTURE               
of what he really feels about you.  
c. Do you believe He feels that strongly about you? It would be like a               
fiancé who is doubting if her Groom really loves her just because He went              
back to His father’s house to prepare the place where they will make a              
home together.  
  

3. He will Always be with You. V25-26 “25 O righteous Father, even though              
the world does not know you, I know you, and these know that you have sent me.                 
26 I made known to them your name, and I will continue to make it known, that                 
the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.” 



a. V25 The world does not know God, so if you are in Him and He in you,                  
the world is not going to understand you. Body of Christ – it nourishes us               
and keeps us from feeling unloved in the world and that is one of the               
functions of CHURCH – please be here! 
b. V26 Jesus is not going to leave you to figure everything out on your               
own. He is going to continue to make known the father to you. John              
14:18 “18 “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.” And then                
again in 26-27 “26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will              
send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your              
remembrance all that I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my               
peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your                  
hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.” 
c. Jesus wants the love of the father in you and HIMSELF to be in you.                
He wants you to have all the love that the father has given Him, He wants                
you to have what He had! He also wants to be IN YOU so that you will be                  
so loved and cared for and learn all that the Father wants you to learn. 

 


