
Feed My Sheep - John 21:15-25 ESV 

John 21:15-25  “When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, 

son of John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know 

that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16 He said to him a second time, 

“Simon, son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love 

you.” He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of 

John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, “Do you 

love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 18 Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, 

you used to dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but when you are old, you will 

stretch out your hands, and another will dress you and carry you where you do not want 

to go.” 19 (This he said to show by what kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after 

saying this he said to him, “Follow me.” 20 Peter turned and saw the disciple whom 

Jesus loved following them, the one who also had leaned back against him during the 

supper and had said, “Lord, who is it that is going to betray you?” 21 When Peter saw 

him, he said to Jesus, “Lord, what about this man?” 22 Jesus said to him, “If it is my will 

that he remain until I come, what is that to you? You follow me!” 23 So the saying 

spread abroad among the brothers that this disciple was not to die; yet Jesus did not say 

to him that he was not to die, but, “If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is 

that to you?” 24 This is the disciple who is bearing witness about these things, and who 

has written these things, and we know that his testimony is true. 25 Now there are also 

many other things that Jesus did. Were every one of them to be written, I suppose that 

the world itself could not contain the books that would be written.” 

Matthew 26:33 when he said, “Though they all fall away because of you, I will never 

fall away.” Jesus had just announced that one of them would betray Him. 

Hebrews 8:12 For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no 

more. 

Matthew 22:37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 

all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 

And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself. 

Matthew 18:12 when referring to the heart of God toward the lost He says, “What do 

you think? If a man has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does he not 

leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that went astray”? 

Mark 6:34 tells us “When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had 

compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd. And he began to 

teach them many things”. 

Matthew 28:18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on 

earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 



them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching 

them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the 

very end of the age.” 

Ephesians 2:10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 

which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them. 

I want you to take a moment and walk over to the nearest window, or head out to your 

balcony or front porch.  

1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special 

possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into 

his wonderful light. 

Isaiah 6:8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will 

go for Us?” Then I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Matthew 25: 31  “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with 

him, he will sit on his glorious throne. 32 
All the nations will be gathered before him, and 

he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the 

goats. 33 
He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. 34 

“Then the King will 

say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your 

inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35 
For I was 

hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 

drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 
I needed clothes and you clothed me, I 

was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’ 37 
“Then the 

righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty 

and give you something to drink? 38 
When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or 

needing clothes and clothe you? 39 
When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit 

you?’ 40 
“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of 

these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ 

 

 


