
This letter is very relevant to us today in our time our hardship. There are several 
observations that apply to us from this passage this morning 
 
1:22 Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere 
brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a pure heart,  
 
Obeying God’s word purifies, especially in times of hardship.  
 
2 Corinthians 4:16-17 Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward 
man is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day. For our light 
affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory, 
 
love one another earnestly from a pure heart, 
 
Love one another earnestly (intensely) from a pure heart in the midst of suffering. 
Earnestly- fervently  Luke 22:44 And being in agony he prayed more earnestly; and his 
sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground.  
 
23 since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, 
through the living and abiding word of God; 24 for “All flesh is like grass and all 
its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and the flower falls, 25 but the 
word of the Lord remains forever.” And this word is the good news that was 
preached to you. 
v. 23-25  
 
Peter reminds us of the fleeting nature of material things..  
 
2:1 So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander.  
 
Peter calls us to put away our idols and sin. Hardship can reveal the hidden sins of our 
nature. Malice (ill -will) Deceit, hypocrisy (the acting of a stage player), envies 
(jealously), slander (backbiting)  The remedy to our sin is..- 
 
2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow 
up into salvation— 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
 
Matt 18:3 and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you 
will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 



 
4 As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God 
chosen and precious, 5 you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a 
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ.  
 
The church is not a building.  
 
6 For it stands in Scripture: “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone 
chosen and precious, and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 7 So 
the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, “The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,” 8 and “A stone of 
stumbling, and a rock of offense.” They stumble because they disobey the word, 
as they were destined to do. 
 
Build your life on the Cornerstone who is Jesus.  
Hardship reveals foundations.  
 
Luke 6:47-49 Everyone who comes to me and hears my words and does them, I 
will show you what he is like: he is like a man building a house, who dug deep 
and laid the foundation on the rock. And when a flood arose, the stream broke 
against that house and could not shake it, because it had been well built. But the 
one who hears and does not do them is like a man who built a house on the 
ground without a foundation. When the stream broke against it, immediately it 
fell, and the ruin of that house was great.” 
 
9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his 
own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you 
out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now 
you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 
 
Hardship clarifies our calling. 
 
John 4:35 Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months, then comes the harvest’? 
Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are white for harvest. 


