
A Gracious Thing - 1 Peter 2:18-25, Tom Bradwell, Assistant Pastor 
 
18 Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to the 
good and gentle but also to the unjust. 19 For this is a gracious thing, 
when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly. 20 For 
what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if 
when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in 
the sight of God. 21 For to this you have been called, because Christ also 
suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his 
steps. 22 He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. 23 
When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did 
not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. 24 
He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin 
and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 25 For 
you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and 
Overseer of your souls. 
 
 
 
OVERARCHING THEME OF 1 Peter: Christian hope in the time of trial. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Who is this passage directed to? Oiketēs (servants)  -- Servants--Greek, 
"household servants": not here the Greek for "slaves." Probably including 
freedmen still remaining in their master's house. 



 
There seems to be special emphasis here on servants who are suffering 
unjustly. They are being mistreated even while doing good, yet they are 
called to honor authority and to endure the hardship. 
 
18 Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to the 
good and gentle but also to the unjust. 
 
19 For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows 
while suffering unjustly. 
 
It’s important to note that the instructions given to these servants are also 
given to all believers, regardless of their position in life.  
 
1Pe 4:19 Therefore let those who suffer according to God’s will entrust 
their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good. 
 
1Pe 3:9 Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, 
bless, for to this you were called, that you may obtain a blessing. 
 
We are called to submit to those in authority, even to those who are unjust.  
 
As Dr. King once famously said, “Darkness cannot drive out darkness: only 
light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate: only love can do that.”  
 
This does not mean that Peter is endorsing the evil institution of slavery 
any more than MLK was endorsing the Jim Crow laws of segregation by 
preaching non-violent love. Peter is speaking to believers lving in first 
century Greco-Roman Society about how to navigate the relationships they 
find themselves in from a uniquely Christian perspective. If anything this 
undermines the vile core of slavery, which is the hatred of another man. 
 



**He makes his perspective known in… 16 Live as people who are free, not 
using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. 
 
 
 
 
 
Three Important Principles 
 

1. The Bible does not teach that we are to submit unconditionally 
to every authority. While submission should be our default position, 
there are times when we are called to take a stand. 

 
● There are multiple examples throughout scripture of civil 

disobedience. Hebrew midwives, Rahab, Obadiah, Daniel, Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego, Peter & John, Paul, Moses, etc. 

 
But these acts of defiance are not haphazard or rooted in a rebellious spirit 
These examples prove that submission is not the highest priority, 
doing good is. 
 
20B But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious 
thing in the sight of God. 
 
Peter never tells you to violate the word of God in order to submit. 
“when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in 
the sight of God.”  
 
An example: Acts 5:29 But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must 
obey God rather than men. 
 



Also, notice in the passage that in order for the servant to suffer the wrath 
of the master for doing good it means that the servant choose the good 
over subjection to the authority and was punished for it. 
 
And again, this was a gracious thing in the sight of the Lord. 
 

2. We can endure unjust suffering because the human authority is 
not the ultimate authority, God is. All legitimate authority flows 
from Him. 

 
John 19:11 Jesus answered, “You would have no authority over Me if it 
were not given to you from above. Therefore the one who handed Me over 
to you is guilty of greater sin.” 
 
Look at the pattern… 
19 For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows 
while suffering unjustly. 
 
20b But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious 
thing in the sight of God. 
 
23 When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he 
did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. 
 
Dr. King once said, “you can harm my body and threaten my life, but you 
can’t make me hate you.”  In other words the authority of man has limits. 
 
At its best, authority is a righteous and sustaining grace of God that works 
in concert with the Lord as an expression of His divine order. Though there 
are heartbreaking examples of authority working in opposition to God’s 
righteousness, they should be the exception to the rule and we should seek 
to deal with them righteously. 
 



3. We endure hardship and submit to authority not because we fear 
men, but we fear God. And God will make things right. 

 
18 Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect (fear), not only to 
the good and gentle but also to the unjust. 
 
17 Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor. 
 
(NIV) 1Pe 2:18 … in reverent fear of God submit yourselves to your 
masters, not only to those who are good and considerate, but also to those 
who are harsh. 
 
1Pe 1:17 And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according 
to each one’s deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of 
your exile, 
 
**Our fear of God is a fear of treating God as if He were not a good, Faithful 
Father. We have confidence that He will have the last word. 
 
“Like anybody, I would like to live a long life—longevity has its place. But 
I’m not concerned about that now. I just want to do God’s will…. And so I’m 
happy tonight; I’m not worried about anything; I’m not fearing any man. 
Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord” -MLK 
Mountaintop Speech 
 
Our submission to unjust authority flows out of 3 principles:  
 
*The Bible does not teach that we are to submit unconditionally to every 
authority because submission is not the highest priority, doing good is. 
 
*We can endure unjust suffering because the human authority is not the 
ultimate authority, God is. All legitimate authority flows from Him. 
 



*We endure hardship and submit to authority not because we fear men, but 
we fear God. And God will make things right. 


