
Do Not Be Afraid, I Am With You 

   Acts 18:1-11 (ESV) 

After this Paul[a] left Athens and went to Corinth. 2 And he found a Jew named Aquila, a native of 
Pontus, recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had commanded all the 
Jews to leave Rome. And he went to see them, 3 and because he was of the same trade he stayed 
with them and worked, for they were tentmakers by trade. 4 And he reasoned in the 
synagogue every Sabbath, and tried to persuade Jews and Greeks. 5 When Silas and Timothy 
arrived from Macedonia, Paul was occupied with the word, testifying to the Jews that the Christ 
was Jesus. 6 And when they opposed and reviled him, he shook out his garments and said to 
them, “Your blood be on your own heads! I am innocent. From now on I will go to the 
Gentiles.” 7 And he left there and went to the house of a man named Titius Justus, a worshiper of 
God. His house was next door to the synagogue. 8 Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed in 
the Lord, together with his entire household. And many of the Corinthians hearing Paul believed 
and were baptized. 9 And the Lord said to Paul one night in a vision, “Do not be afraid, but go on 
speaking and do not be silent, 10 for I am with you, and no one will attack you to harm you, for I 
have many in this city who are my people.” 11 And he stayed a year and six months, teaching the 
word of God among them. 

Verse 1: “After this” refers to his time in Athens. His time there was difficult in terms of the 
number of philosophies and intellectual arguments that he encountered. There was fruit from 
his sermon at the Areopagus as we read in the last verse of Chapter 17 that “some men joined 
him… and others with them”. He was not driven out of Athens like he was at Philippi, 
Thessalonica, and Berea, but he left anyway after a short time. Why Paul departed early is not 
stated but he was waiting for Timothy and Silas to join him there. 

In Paul’s first doctrinal letter to the church in Corinth, he may give us some insight into why he 
left early.  

1 Corinthians 2:1-5 

And I, when I came to you, brothers,[a] did not come proclaiming to you the testimony[b] of God 
with lofty speech or wisdom. 2 For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and 
him crucified. 3 And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, 4 and my speech 
and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of 

power, 5 so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men[c] but in the power of God. 

Using “lofty speech” is the way that the intellectuals in Athens spoke. Athens was highly 
regarded as an intellectual hub. Paul accurately spoke the gospel there by beginning at creation 
and used the words of their own philosophers in the process, yet his message was not 
overwhelmingly received. We read here that his message to Corinth was not with words of 
wisdom, like in Athens, but in “demonstration of the Spirit and of power”. Those who are full of 
themselves make no room for the gospel.  

What is your experience with intellectualism and based on Paul’s guidance from the Holy Spirit, 
what should be our response? 
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We also read, in 1 Cor 2, that he experienced weakness, fear and trembling while there. Since 
he was not driven out of Athens, this more than likely came from factors within Corinth. Corinth 
was a city of ancient renown as a great mercantile center. Rebuilt by Julius Caesar in 46 BC they 
were boastful in its splendor. It hosted the world-famous Isthmian games every other year and 
was the political capital of Achaia.  

Situated on the tip of the Grecian peninsula, it had two ports on either side. Sailing around the 
cape was treacherous, so many boats would be taken over land between the two ports to save 
many miles of sailing in the process. Because of this, people were actively coming and going at 
a great rate. 

With all that said, this is not the main thing for which Corinth was known. The ‘Acro Corinth’ 
stood behind the city at 2000 ft above sea level. On its level surface was a temple to Aphrodite, 
or Venus, the goddess of love. At sunset, the 1000 or so temple prostitutes would come down 
into the city and look for payment for their services to bring back to the temple.  

The sexual promiscuity of Corinth was proverbial. The phrase ‘to act like a Corinthian’ meant to 
practice fornication. Paul wrote his letter to the Roman church while in Corinth on his 3rd 
missionary journey and echoed the state of their culture in the 1st chapter. 

How does knowing that Corinth was such an immoral city provide insight to Paul’s words “For I 
decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.”? 

 

Verses 2-3:  Paul, being without Timothy and Silas, was provided co-workers, in trade and 
mission, with Aquila and Priscilla. He developed a close relationship with them as noted in his 
letter to the Roman church. They will travel with Paul from Corinth to Ephesus and became a 
great encouragement to the church in that region, most notably, instructing Apollos more 
accurately about the gospel. They then travelled back to Rome once Claudius’ edict was 
rescinded. 

Romans 16:3-4 

Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, 4 who risked their necks for my life, to 
whom not only I give thanks but all the churches of the Gentiles give thanks as well. 

 

We know that Aquila was from Pontus and that the gospel had been spread there since there 
were Jews from that region in Jerusalem during Pentecost, as described in Acts 2:9. Christians in 
Pontus were also addressed by Peter in his first Epistle, 1Peter 1:1. Of the six times they are 
mentioned in the New Testament, always together, Priscilla’s name precedes her husbands. 



This may show that her family had nobility and wealth, but also may show that she had a 
greater ability to teach, Acts 18:26. 

The Roman historian Suetonius recorded the event mentioned here, in verse 2, that ‘as the 
Jews were making constant disturbances at the instigation of Chrestus (impulsore Chresto), he 
banished them from Rome’. We see here that the reason the Jews were told to leave Rome was 
because of disputes about ‘Chrestus’, which most scholars have identified as Christ since no 
other mention of one named Chrestus is found.  

It seems that gospel of Jesus Christ as the Messiah was present in the synagogues of Rome at 
the time, and it is likely that they had become followers of Christ or at least heard the gospel 
message before leaving from Rome. 

Tony Merida says that where Paul is someone who we have a hard time relating to, Aquila and 
Priscilla are people we can identify with and emulate. He states that they exemplify these 5 
attributes that we should look to: they had a dynamic marriage (they worked as a team); 
Priscilla had considerable influence (showing how women are important in advancing the 
gospel); they were mobile (open to the will of God); they had a Christ centered passion- Rom 
16:3-4; and finally, that they were hospitable (constantly opening their home).  

Which of these 5 attributes most encourage you and which most challenge you? 

 

They shared the same trade as well as the same faith. It may seem odd that Paul, a student of 
Gamliel, should learn a trade. Dr. J B Lightfoot showed through his work that it was common 
practice for Jews to bring up their children into some trade. Rabbi Judah says, “He that teaches 
not his son a trade is as if he taught him to be a thief.”  

What are the practical reasons for someone who is to become a Rabbi (or teacher) to learn a 
trade? 

 

Though Paul was entitled to a ‘salary’ from the churches he planted, and from the people to 
whom he spoke, he worked a trade. He demonstrated that he was not looking for a free ride 
from the gospel and at the same time was sharing the livelihood he was taught to help others 
learn to be useful instruments for God’s glory. We will discuss this in more detail as it was 
apparent that he did this intentionally in Thessalonica, 1 Thes 2:5-12.  

Paul insisted several times that teachers of the Word were to be supported by their churches, 
Gal 6:6 and 1 Cor 9:3-10. Yet he humbled himself as a servant, Mark 10:45, and in this season 
renounced this right so as not to be a burden to them, 1 Thes 2:9 and 2 Cor 12:13. Paul was not 
working to get rich; he was making enough to put bread on the table. 

Proverbs 12:11 

Whoever works his land will have plenty of bread, 
    but he who follows worthless pursuits lacks sense. 



 

How was Paul accurately living out the gospel through this action? 

 

Verses 4-5:  Working with his hands did not deter him from reasoning in the synagogue every 
Sabbath. Our trade should not keep us from being in fellowship or from being ever present 
witnesses to the glory of God in this life. This doesn’t mean quit your job to go to church on 
Sunday, but rather that your job is not a reason to keep you out of active discipleship. 

The word used for ‘persuade’ is in the imperfect tense and expresses Paul’s persistence with 
them. Reasoning and persuasion are important parts of the Christian faith. Ultimately it is the 
Holy Spirit that we reason with as He guides us in all truth and likewise, He persuades us with 
the truth revealed through the living Word. Indoctrination is when someone accepts or 
remembers doctrine completely without criticism, or teaching.  

Deuteronomy 6:6-7 

And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 7 You shall teach them 
diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk 

by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 

 

Why is it important to foster a faith that seeks guidance from the Holy Spirit?  

 

When Timothy and Silas came to Paul from Macedonia, they brought a report about the 
welfare of the newly formed churches, 1 Thes 3:6-7, as well as an offering from them, 2 Cor 
11:9. This brought Paul relief to know that infant churches were growing in their faith and 
allowed him to stop working his trade during the week and devote himself primarily to the 
teaching of the gospel.  

How did this encouragement from Timothy, Silas, and the churches in Macedonia immediately 
have an impact? 

 

What does this teach us about the role of the body of Christ in advancing the Gospel? 

 

Verses 6-8:  The pattern of Paul’s ministry to this point was preach to the Jews, they reject him, 
and then he goes to the Gentiles. He has a strong connection to the Jews because of his 
background and has a heart for their salvation. Paul understood, like the prophet Ezekiel, the 
immensity of speaking God’s Word to the house of Israel, Ezek 3:17-18. Jesus did not ask the 
apostles if they wanted to share the gospel, He said “Go”, Matt 28: 18-20. 

Do you feel this immensity to speak to those with whom God has given you affinity or a heart? 



 

And when they opposed him, he responded as Ezekiel did in claiming his innocence and stating 
of the unrepentant Jews that “his blood shall be upon his own head”, Ezek 33:4.  

How is this similar to what happened in Matthew 25:24-25? 

 

As soon as Paul went back to ‘full time’ ministry, he encountered opposition. When he stopped 
his public preaching in the synagogue, he did not go very far, actually right next door. After he 
changed the location of his preaching to the private house of a Gentile, it is interesting that the 
first convert is the ruler of the synagogue.  

Crispus and his whole family became a witness to the power of the gospel and affected many 
who were not Jews to believe in Jesus as the Christ. And it surely must have stirred the 
unbelieving Jews into jealousy which led to the opposition he faced once Gallio became 
proconsul, Acts 18:12. 

Paul later mentions Crispus as one he actually baptized, 1 Cor 1:14-16, when he was 
confronting divisions within the Corinthian church. He took solace in Crispus as a convert. To 
whom much is given, much will be required, Luke 12:48. 

How would Crispus have been instrumental in helping the Gentile believers to mature in their 
faith? 

 

In time, the church in Corinth was made of many working class people and a few powerful 
people of high standing, 1 Cor 1:26. The cross of Christ opposed the proud, self-righteous, and 
immoral people in Corinth as it still does today, everywhere it is preached. Paul declared the 
gospel to those of every social class, regardless of ethnicity. His ministry in Corinth started off 
slowly as he worked in his trade, but over time it produced fruit.  

Why is it important to be patient in slow seasons of ministry, or in slowly building relationships, 
before seeing fruit? 

 

Verses 9-11:  We have to remember that Paul was a man and experienced a wide range of 
emotions that came with the constant persecution. Why Paul would have had such emotions 
when it seemed as though he was making headway is unknown. But we know he was afraid 
because the Lord came to him and said, “Do not be afraid”.  

Paul was not the first person to hear the Lord say this, he is among great company. As Warren 
Wiersbe points out, “This is the way He assured Abraham (Gen 15:1), Isaac (Gen 26:24), and 
Jacob (Gen 46:3), as well as… Mary (Luke 1:30), and Peter (Luke 5:10).” The antidote to the “Do 
not be afraid” is the “I am with you”.  

How reassuring it must have been for Paul to hear the second part. Just hearing the “Do not be 
afraid, but go on speaking and do not be silent” provided a gentle rebuke and the way for him 



to respond, but the promise of the Lord that “I am with you” is comforting. We may not get the 
same extended promise as Paul, “and no one will attack you”, but we can be comforted none 
the less in knowing the Lord is with us when we speak in the face of fear.  

1 John 4:18 

There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and 
whoever fears has not been perfected in love. 

 

Why has the Lord granted Paul physical safety, for a time, in Corinth to go on speaking and not 
be silent? 

 

For all who believe, we are being perfected in love so that we may have confidence on the day 
of judgement. To be perfected in love requires dying to self and obedience to the guiding hand 
of the Holy Spirit. Paul was guided in the co-mission that Jesus established in Matthew 28:18-20 
to “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations” with the promise that “I am with you 
always”. 

In what ways has the Lord guided you, through the Holy Spirit, to not be afraid? 

 

Through all of this, Paul learned to be content. God uses ordinary people with weaknesses and 
insecurities to perform His good will. God does not call the qualified, he qualifies the called. In 
Paul’s second doctrinal letter to the Corinthians, he shared his weakness and insecurity, 2 Cor 
12. The Word that came from the Lord regarding this was “My grace is sufficient for you, for my 
power is made perfect in weakness.” 

What does it look like to boast in one’s weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may be seen?  

 

Paul and his company went from city to city in quick succession once entering Macedonia and 
Achaia. This was caused by persecution in most cases, but in Corinth Paul was able to spend a 
good amount of time establishing the church. It was also during this period that Paul was 
afforded the time to write two letters to the church in Thessalonica. We will endeavor to read 
through and study them before moving on in Acts. 
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