
The Coming of the Lord 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (ESV) 

But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you 
may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14 For since we believe that Jesus died and 

rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen 
asleep.  15 For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, [d] that we who are alive, who 

are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen 
asleep.  16 For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the 
voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ 

will rise first.  17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with 
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the 

Lord.  18 Therefore encourage one another with these words. 

Overview  

The first chapter of 1 Thessalonians was an encouragement to the brothers and sister there. 
The faith of the Thessalonians was sounding out into all the nearby regions. Paul wanted them 
to assure them of their salvation, based on evidence, and their hope in the coming of Christ. 

In the second chapter, he dives right into the meat of his letter. Even though the church was 
sounding out and there was evidence of salvation, there were still issues that needed to be 
addressed. Chief among them was the accusations that were reported to him from Timothy. 
Paul was being accused of having a deceitful character and being nothing more than a travelling 
swindler who left them when things got tough.  

He addresses the accusations against his character and conduct first in verses 1-16. Then turns 
his attention to his departure, delay in return, and determination to visit again in verses 2:17- 
3:13.  

After addressing the accusations, Paul began to instruct the brothers and sisters in Thessalonica 
on certain behaviors that Timothy reported to him. In chapter 4, he clearly outlines the 
standards of right and wrong in three areas of life that still apply today: sex, work, and death. 
The idea of death, for believers, necessitates an understanding of our resurrection at the 
second coming of Christ.  

Therefore, death has a different meaning for Christians than for others. Likewise, at the end of 
chapter 4, Paul comforts, instructs and exhorts the believers in Thessalonica about death and 
the coming of the Lord. 

 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Thessalonians%204&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29602d


Opening Discussion 

Death is and has been a topic worthy of much discussion. When someone entertains the 
thought of their mortality, it can bring about a range of emotions. The question naturally arises: 
where will I/we go after we die?  

All types of people throughout the ages, philosophers, doctors and religious leaders, have 
sought to answer this question. It seems that the older one gets death becomes a greater 
reality. It is natural that those who are young do not often think of it.  

Although, when under persecution, like the church in Thessalonica, death becomes a constant 
reminder of the brevity of life. The pagan world of Paul’s day had no hope of life after death. 
The following inscription was common on gravestones at the time of this letter: 

I was not 

I became 

I am not 

I care not 

What kind of living would be reflective of this philosophy on life? 

Today, many of us work and live among people with much the same attitude toward life. But 
Paul offered the Thessalonians hope. In the short time that he was with them, he emphasized 
the soon return of Jesus, and they believed him. Their faith was evident as Paul pointed out 
earlier in this letter.  

Yet after Paul left, they continued to wonder about what happened to their brothers and sisters 
in the faith who died before Jesus came back. It is certain that Timothy brought these concerns 
back to Paul in Corinth. 

Verse 13: Paul cared about them, like a parent, and wanted them to have an understanding 
about the death of a believer. It seems that they were troubled that the Christians who died 
might miss out on the victory and blessing of Jesus’ coming. Why was it important for Paul that 
they are informed in this area of their faith? 

We as believers should be marked, in this life, by our expectation of the imminent return of 
Christ. There is urgency in this way of living. Yet, after death Paul says that we are asleep. Why 
do we feel refreshed when we wake up from a good sleep? 

How might this contrast the death of an unbeliever? 



Paul understood that the pagan culture at that time had no understanding of life after death. 
Many felt that after death it was like an eternal sleep, yet without hope. Therefore, all their 
hopes were in this life. In this state, the end of life is something to be mourned above all. What 
does it look like to mourn without hope? 

Why do we mourn the death of Christians with hope? 

In 2 Corinthians 5:1, Paul refers to our bodies as a tent. How does this inform our 
understanding of death? 

Verse 14: The foundation of our faith is in Christ Jesus. He is the model by which we understand 
this life, and the life to come. In the resurrection of Jesus, we have an amazing example and a 
promise. 

The concern that Paul brings to light is that they were unaware of what is going to happen to 
the believers after they died. The natural concern was that they may miss out on the joy at the 
coming of Christ. If this is true, then death would have been something to avoid at all costs and 
mourned above all. This is not the case. 

Paul declares that their loved ones will come back with Christ when He returns. This is the best 
news that they could have received. How does this offer security to all believers? 

Why do we still encounter a fear of death among believers? 

What fears do you have, or have you had, about death? 

How has God’s Word helped you to overcome your fears about death? 

Verse 15-16: Paul carried the authority of an apostle. By either direct revelation from Christ or 
by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, he can tell them and us about the nature of Jesus’ coming. 
Again, Paul dismays their fears about those who are asleep in the Lord. Not only will they be 
remembered, but they will also rise first!  

It seems that Paul was under the impression that Christ would return before he died. In Jesus 
we have an example of our resurrection, and in Paul we have an example of how one should 
live in light of our resurrection.  

He anticipated the imminent return of Christ and so should we. How does living with this 
mindset change our perspective? 

 

Paul provides some very specific details about Jesus’ coming. First, the Lord will descend from 
heaven with a cry of command. This is the type of command that a ship captain makes to his 



rowers or a commander makes to his soldiers. What the command is we are not told, but we 
know that the Lord will come personally and give it.  

Second is that the Lord will also descend with the voice of an archangel. The only archangel 
described in the Bible is Michael. We can expect that Jesus will come back with a heavenly host, 
including His angelic army. 

Third is that the Lord will descend with the sound of the trumpet of God. Trumpets were known 
to sound the alarm for war and here, as well as in the OT, they also sound for an assembly of 
God’s people. There is much to be said about trumpet sounds at the end times, more than we 
can cover here. But they are found at 1 Corinthians 15:52- the last trumpet, Revelation 11:15- 
culmination of the seven trumpets, and Matthew 24:31.  

Whether they all refer to the same event/time is the subject of much discussion for Bible 
scholars. When considering the trumpet events, their subjects, circumstances and results must 
be noted. The subject of this trumpet event in 1 Thessalonians is the church, alive and asleep. 
The circumstance is the raising of the believing dead and the result is uniting of the believing 
dead with the living believers, in the air. 

The idea of a bodily resurrection was foreign to the Greek and Roman culture. They had 
negative views toward it already and surely didn’t want it back after death. There were surely 
some among the believers in Thessalonica who wondered what the exact nature of our glorified 
bodies would be and how it would happen. Can we be content with God’s promise for 
resurrection without knowing every detail? 

Verse 17: There is a blessed assurance to know that we will always be with the Lord. This is 
regardless of whether the dead in the Lord rise first. When it comes to eternity, this timeframe 
will not matter. The important part is that of being caught up in the air with Him.  

The rapture has become the focus of some TV shows and books. We must be ever expectant of 
it, but not so focused that we lose sight of what God has given us in this life. This was a major 
concern for the Thessalonians as they were quitting their jobs in expectation that the Day of the 
Lord could occur soon. How do we balance the imminent return of the Lord with our everyday 
lives? 

We will face many discouragements in this life. But knowing the end from the beginning can 
help us avoid the sense of defeat that accompanies these discouragements. How do you 
personally find joy daily in knowing your future? 

 

Verse 18: The expectation, for Paul, is not to just have this knowledge but to share it. He 
already stated that there is a difference between how they should not for their dead compared 



to those with no hope. This difference should also be shown in how those with hope care for 
the living.  

In verse 12, Paul says that they should walk properly before outsiders with right living. Here he 
states that they should also be an encouragement to other believers with these words. When is 
the last time you encouraged someone with the understanding of Christ’s imminent return? 
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