
Give Thanks
2 Thessalonians 1:1-4 (ESV)

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,

To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:

2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

3 We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers, as is right, because your faith is growing
abundantly, and the love of every one of you for one another is increasing. 4 Therefore we

ourselves boast about you in the churches of God for your steadfastness and faith in all your
persecutions and in the afflictions that you are enduring.

Opening Remarks/Questions

As much as the first letter Paul wrote to the church in Thessalonica informed them, it also left
them with more questions. That seems natural. Consider in what way of life the brothers and
sisters there had formerly been a part. They could have been in one of the sects of Judaism,
part of the God-fearing Gentiles, or one of those amongst the greater population with no
understanding of the new teaching that Paul brought.

This was a dynamic time in Thessalonica as the synagogue was primarily used for the worship
and gathering of the sects of the Jewish peoples and God-fearing Gentiles (convert to Judaism).
They allowed the God-fearing Gentiles to take part in their activities under certain restrictions
and now, after Paul’s teaching, are also experiencing pressure to adopt those of the Way.

One of the many sticking points between the many groups coming together in the synagogue
was the food regulations. That was one of the guidelines given by the Jerusalem Council, Acts
15:19-21. There were other sticking points as well, like circumcision, ritual purity, idol worship,
etc.

It was common for the non-Jewish peoples in the ancient Roman world to get most of their food
from the temples and spiritual places where it was sacrificed to idols and the like. This food was
not allowed to enter the synagogue and those with it were at odds with those of the Way that
were Jewish and those of the other sects of Judaism.

Paul commended how the brothers and sisters in Thessalonica had turned away from idols in his
previous letter to them, 1 Thess 1:8-10. In turning from the idols and the food sacrificed to
them, they would have experienced persecution from those offering the food. It was expected
that one takes the food offered unless they were part of one of the sects of the Jewish peoples
or a God-fearing Gentile.



As you can see, there was bound to be some confusion amongst the brothers and sisters
regarding their place in the synagogue and in society. But that is not all. Another issue that was
addressed in the first letter was their idleness resulting from a perceived enactment of the
tribulation or that the end times were imminent.

This was made more problematic because a letter appeared in their midst that was claimed to
be from Paul and proclaimed that the Day of the Lord had already come, 2 Thess 2:2. Resistance
to the grace of God seemed to be coming from everywhere.

There is one other area that we need to consider and that is what made the writing of this letter
both possible and profoundly challenging to us, Acts 18:5-11. Paul’s second letter to the
Thessalonians came just a few months after the first. And we know the first letter was written as
little as a few months after he had initially been with them, Acts 17:1-8.

We are presented with two contrasting conditions in which the early church was struggling with
the world around them. One condition is that of suffering and persecution from the world. The
other is that of peace and comfort from God.

Which of these was Paul experiencing when he wrote this letter?

How does this speak into our own lives about what our aim should be when God provides times
in our lives of peace and comfort?

It is with this in mind that we read Paul’s second letter to the Thessalonians which was written
only a few months after the first. It was in response to questions that they had from the first
letter and other various reports.

What questions did/do you have about retaining your current job or position after receiving the
grace of God?

Why is it important to remain ‘in’ the world even if we are not ‘of’ the world?

Verses 1-2:

Let us not take the opening to Paul’s letters lightly, there is so much to be understood. First, Paul
immediately identifies his companions in the journey. Having godly companions is vital to one’s
spiritual health. They provide support when things get tough. They become a comfort as their
salvation is being worked out together. They become guardians to the faith as revealed in the
whole counsel of God’s Word.

How has having godly companions been a blessing to you?

Acknowledging them not only encourages but builds them up and shows the love that we have
for one another. The enemy prowls around like a roaring lion looking to devour those that are



isolated from the flock, wandering in darkness, or are newly born. The enemy also sneaks
around as a serpent looking to deceive those that are weary or weak. Let us guard one another
from the enemy as we are empowered by the Spirit of God!

The letter is to the church, not the world, with grace and peace. Notice that the two are ‘in’ and
‘from’ God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, respectively. We are so blessed to have God as
our Father and Jesus as our Lord and Savior in whom all our hope rests.

Verses 3-4: Paul makes it his obligation to give thanks in all circumstances, echoing the call from
his first letter to them. Here he maintains that all the thanks be given to God.

How does giving God thanks in all circumstances protect us from making idols of even the
simple things in life?

Not only does he feel obligated to give thanks, but he implies that it is fitting because of the
expression of their faith and love. We read that they are both growing and increasing. This is a
matter that is worthy of much praise. There are many things in our lives that could grow or
increase like children, bank accounts, or possessions. However, faith and love are not our own,
but a gift from God and fruit of the Spirit.

What posture must one take to grow and increase in faith and love?

Suffering and persecution can either cause one to fold under pressure or be refined by the
working of the Spirit. It has been said that true faith thrives in the midst of suffering and
persecution. Why is that?

Suffering is a hallmark of the believer and scripture has much to say: Romans 8: 16-17, 2
Corinthians 1:6-7, Philippians 3:8-10, 1 Peter 4:16-19, Matthew 10:22, Matthew 19:29.

Warren Wiersbe states that God can grow a mushroom overnight, but that it takes many, many
years to grow a mighty oak. Likewise, consider how fast the mushroom withers when the heat
of the day arrives.

The lesson from the oak is perseverance and steadfastness. The oak grows patiently and in
season, sending its roots deep. If we trust God and yield to Him, then trails will produce
patience and maturity. Otherwise, we will remain immature and impatient.

More obstacles and suffering in life allow for a greater trust and faith. God gets to show off
exactly how amazing His grace is! This is not a license to sin or a reason to feel like withering
under the pressures of the world is acceptable.

Paul pleads at the beginning of Romans 12 for the brothers and sisters in Christ to present our
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is our spiritual act of worship. We



are also told by Peter to be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give a
reason for the hope that is in you.

What would cause someone to ask you for a reason for your hope?

Our testimony is powerful! Read Revelation 12:7-12.
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