
Considered Worthy
2 Thessalonians 1:3-12 (ESV)

3 We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers, as is right, because your faith is growing
abundantly, and the love of every one of you for one another is increasing. 4 Therefore we

ourselves boast about you in the churches of God for your steadfastness and faith in all your
persecutions and in the afflictions that you are enduring.

5 This is evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be considered worthy of the
kingdom of God, for which you are also suffering— 6 since indeed God considers it just to repay
with affliction those who afflict you, 7 and to grant relief to you who are afflicted as well as to us,

when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels 8 in flaming fire, inflicting
vengeance on those who do not know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord
Jesus. 9 They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord
and from the glory of his might, 10 when he comes on that day to be glorified in his saints, and to be

marveled at among all who have believed, because our testimony to you was believed. 11 To this
end we always pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of his calling and may fulfill every
resolve for good and every work of faith by his power,  12 so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be

glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Opening Remarks/Questions

The word martyr originally meant “witness”- someone who testifies to truths they have
personally seen, heard, and experienced. Even in the first generation of believers, though, the
word came to signify someone who testified to the truth under threat of death. That is what we
mean today- a martyr is someone who chooses to die rather than to deny the gospel of Christ.

The Thessalonians were being severely persecuted and menaced with martyrdom. Why?
Because they refused to bow down before local gods, including the emperor. Such worship was
regarded as a civil duty. To fail to do so was unpatriotic, even treasonous. It was easy for many
opposed to the Thessalonian Christians to stir up trouble.

What does it look like to stand up for Jesus, even in the face of forceful opposition?

Have you ever encountered conflict because of your faith in Christ?



Our nation was founded upon Christian values, yet like any man-made institution there is greed,
corruption, pride, and injustice. Is there any area in our nation in which standing up for Christian
values has become unpatriotic?

What responsibility do we have as the Church to stand up for the oppressed, persecuted, and
those without a voice in our communities, country, and world?

Verses 3-4: Suffering is a hallmark of the believer and scripture has much to say: Romans 8:
16-17, 2 Corinthians 1:6-7, Philippians 3:8-10, 1 Peter 4:16-19, Matthew 10:22, Matthew 19:29.

Paul pleads at the beginning of Romans 12 for the brothers and sisters in Christ to present our
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is our spiritual act of worship. We
are also told by Peter to be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give a
reason for the hope that is in you.

What would cause someone to ask you for a reason for your hope?

Verses 5-8: What Paul mentions in verses 3-4 about the brothers and sisters in Thessalonica:
their faith and love increasing, their steadfastness and faith in persecution, and enduring
afflictions, are evidence of the righteous judgment of God. In all this, they may be considered
worthy of the kingdom of God.

A biblical theology of suffering teaches us that perseverance is evidence of salvation and of
God’s righteousness. The idea is that real faith works! Genuine faith in God works to gives us the
hope, strength, and grace to endure.

In which areas of this life has your faith worked to provide hope, strength, and grace to endure a
life devoted to God?

The idea behind ‘considered worthy’ is not ‘seen as worthy’ but ‘reckoned as worthy’ as in a
judicial decree. It is that the worthiness of Jesus Christ may be accounted or credited to the
Thessalonian Christians. This is seen in the father of their faith, Abraham. He believed, through
genuine faith, and it was credited to him as righteousness.



There are many questions about justice floating around in our current social and cultural
environment. What is meant by biblical justice? How is it different than what we mean by
justice today? Are we just in asking for justice in certain situations?

Tim Keller explains it this way: “In the West, when we think of justice, we think of individual
rights. We think justice means freeing individuals from the constrictions of the group, freeing
them to do whatever they want regardless of what the group says. Biblical justice has a different
trajectory. Biblical justice means an interwovenness, interdependence, bringing individuals to
see that our stuff isn’t ours.”

Many believe that God’s love and His judgement are contradictory to each other. But God has
made the way to salvation open to all who would believe. Those who chose not to and act in
open rebellion to God will be repaid based upon their evil. Since God is righteous, He will repay
all evil, and it will all be judged and accounted for, either at the cross or in hell.

In terms of God’s righteous judgement, is there anything in this life that is unimportant?

The relief that God promises to those who are afflicted because of their faith is not guaranteed
in this life. Relief will come when our Lord Jesus returns as the King of Kings. The passage points
out two factors upon which Jesus will inflict God’s vengeance: those who do not know God, and
those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. These factors point to the same thing,
given that the only Way to God is through His Son, Jesus Christ.

How is knowing about God different than knowing God?

Verses 9-10: The suffering in this life associated with faith in Christ is light momentary affliction
compared to the eternal destruction of being separated from God. Instead of driving us to be
smug in our belief, the weight of the coming judgment should drive us to be witnesses of God’s
glory through Christ Jesus to any, and all, who would listen.

Eternal destruction should not be the gospel that is presented to those who are perishing, even
though that is the state in which they live. A belief because of fear only lasts as long as the fear
is real. A belief because of love, the love God showed us by sending His Son to take the
punishment that we deserve, endures forever. A righteous fear of the Lord is relevant to those
who love God and desire to honor him by obeying His commands.



What is it about God’s righteous judgment that stands apart from the prevailing current in our
culture to ‘fake it until you make it’?

When He comes on that Day, He will be glorified in His saints. There is much in Scripture that
reveals that we, the saints, will be the glory of God. The fact that He is able to take a broken
person and make them whole is a miracle. To think that ALL the saints will be called together
with Him in the clouds is beyond our wildest imagination, Glory to God!

When He comes on that Day, His saints will marvel at His glory revealed in each other. Charles
Spurgeon says it this way: “Those who look upon the saints will feel a sudden wonderment of
sacred delight; they will be startled with the surprising glory of the Lord’s work in them; ‘We
thought He would do great things, but this! This surpasseth conception!’ Every saint will be a
wonder to himself. ‘I thought my bliss would be great, but not like this!’ All his brethren will be a
wonder to the perfected believer. He will say, ‘I thought the saints would be perfect, but I never
imagined such a transfiguration of excessive glory would be put upon each of them. I could not
have imagined my Lord to be so good and gracious.’” 

When He comes on that Day, the promise of God to His people will be on full display. How often
do you cling to God’s promises?

Verses 11-12: Paul’s prayer hinged on God’s promise to His saints. If God’s promise is true, then:

- He will make the saints worthy of His calling.
- He will fulfill every resolve for good.
- He will fulfill every work of faith by His power.
- The name of our Lord Jesus will be glorified in His saints and they in Him.

This is not according to anything the saints have done or deserve, but according to the grace of
our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

So then, what is left for His saints while they persevere in this life?

Paul’s prayer models an important aspect of what our prayers should include, a continual
acknowledgement of God’s promises. That is how we know our prayers align to God’s will,
because they reflect His goodness that is given through His promises. The promise that gives us
the hope, strength, and grace to endure is eternal life with our Lord and Savior.



How does this affect your prayer life?
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