
God’s Plan Revealed

1 Corinthians 2:1-16 (ESV)

And I, when I came to you, brothers, [a] did not come proclaiming to you the testimony [b] of God
with lofty speech or wisdom. 2 For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and
him crucified. 3 And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, 4 and my speech
and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of
power, 5 so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men[c] but in the power of God. 6 Yet
among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of
this age, who are doomed to pass away. 7 But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of
God, which God decreed before the ages for our glory. 8 None of the rulers of this age understood
this, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.  9 But, as it is written,

“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard,
    nor the heart of man imagined,
what God has prepared for those who love him”—
10 these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything,
even the depths of God. 11 For who knows a person's thoughts except the spirit of that person,
which is in him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of
God. 12 Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we
might understand the things freely given us by God.  13 And we impart this in words not taught by
human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual. [d]

14 The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him,
and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned.  15 The spiritual person
judges all things, but is himself to be judged by no one.  16 “For who has understood the mind of the
Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ.

Opening Remarks:

Paul clearly did not back down from what the Jewish scholars consider wisdom or what the
Greek scholars consider beautiful rhetoric. However, what Paul considers greater than anything
is Jesus Christ and Him crucified. Rather than elevate himself above those at Corinth, he points
to the revelation that is the mystery hidden by God to be shown at the perfect time and in the
perfect way.

Verses 1-5:  After finishing his grand hymn to the cross, Paul relates to them as he knew them
personally. He came to them from Athens where his message was not widely received. Many
would say that Paul’s time in Athens was a failure, but that is not exactly true. To be given an
audience on Mars Hill is a victory in and of itself. The fact that the gospel was declared shows
that seeds were planted.

Fear and trembling are not the result of his time in Athens, but the posture that he exemplifies
for each Christian believer. What do we bring to the table in terms of grace and salvation? How
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humbling is it to know that we cannot earn any favor in God’s sight for eternal life but must
submit ourselves to Him and His plan in Jesus Christ.

Philippians 2:12-13

Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence
but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and

trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

The demonstration of the Spirit in power are the signs that authenticate the message brought
by Paul that is from God. Power is such an immense issue with mankind. Many seek power
through various means like politics, intelligence, money, business, military, etc. But there is no
power that has not been granted by God. Likewise, God has the ability to change the hearts of
men and women through His own power. Paul was not demonstrating his own power, but the
power of God.

The idea that faith can rest in opposing directions is interesting. It lends to the thought that
everyone has faith in something. One will put their faith in that which they deem to have the
most power in any situation. Do we recognize God’s authority and power in every aspect of this
life?

Verses 6-10: later in chapter 3, Paul addresses spiritual immaturity and its affect in the church in
Corinth. Here he states that the wisdom of God is only known to those whom it is revealed. A
person cannot buy this wisdom, earn this wisdom, or find it apart from God. It is made available
to those whose hearts have been prepared. This is seen as spiritual maturity.

Paul was captured by the love of God. The secret and hidden wisdom revealed to him was not
any less valuable when he wrote this than it was the day he saw it. This is challenging for us to
be totally captured by God’s love and wisdom on a daily basis. How has God’s love captured you
today?

King David says, “Taste and know that the Lord is good; blessed is the man that takes refuge in
Him” Psalm 34:8. How do we know if something tastes good? We must have already tasted
other things. Even among the good things, some taste better. As it is with God. Even a taste is
amazing, but God has even tastier food ‘prepared’ for those who can taste it. How often in
scripture is food used to portray our relationship with God?

Paul is clearly introducing the role of the Holy Spirit. Just as Jesus introduced the role of the
Spirit in John 16, Paul is identifying the source of any wisdom that comes from God. The Spirit is
the only One who can reveal the wisdom hidden in scripture to those who have eyes to see.
Jesus is the suffering Servant of Isaiah.

Isaiah 64:4



From of old no one has heard
    or perceived by the ear,

no eye has seen a God besides you,

    who acts for those who wait for him.

Isaiah 52:15b

Kings shall shut their mouths because of him,
for that which has not been told them they see,

    and that which they have not heard they understand.

There is spiritual food prepared by God for you. How hungry are you to taste it?

Verses 11-13: If the Spirit of God searches the depths of God, then the spirit of a person
searches the depths of that person. Therefore, a person cannot understand the mind of God
without the Spirit of God. Since those who believe have received the Spirit of God, we are able
to understand spiritual truths in scripture as they are given to us. Paul shifts the focus to ‘we’
because we each play a part in making these truths known to others.

It is also important to discuss the relationship between God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. The
interconnectedness of the Godhead is unfathomable, and the Oneness brings us to place a
worship and praise.

Christianity is not just a set of beliefs and a rulebook for all of life’s challenges, it is a glorious
relationship with the creator and can be as deep as the relationship the Godhead has with
Himself. Even though the gospel message acts counter to the cultural norms of the world, no
one can act apart from that which God has put into place. The confrontation between the
gospel and the world isn’t meant to be only played out on the grand stage, but also in the
hearts of people to seek the mind of Christ.

Luke 9:23-25

And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his
cross daily and follow me. 24 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses
his life for my sake will save it. 25 For what does it profit a man if he gains the whole world

and loses or forfeits himself?

Verses 14-16: The Greek word translated natural is ‘psuchikos’. It describes a materialistic
person and with the focus on the natural implies the lack of the spiritual component. How can a
person who lacks the spiritual component of life properly judge a person in spiritual matters?



1 Corinthians 15:45-47

Thus it is written, “The first man Adam became a living being”; [e] the last Adam became
a life-giving spirit. 46 But it is not the spiritual that is first but the natural, and then the
spiritual.  47 The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from

heaven. 
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