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Luke 9:18-20 (ESV)

Now it happened that as he was praying alone, the disciples were with him. And he

asked them, “Who do the crowds say that I am?”
19

And they answered, “John the

Baptist. But others say, Elijah, and others, that one of the prophets of old has risen.”
20

Then he said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” And Peter answered, “The Christ

of God.”

● No one in the crowd knew who He was.

● “Who do you say that I am?”

● This is exactly what He has been trying to show them.

● Peter gets it right and still does know who He is.

● So, who do you say He is?

o He is the Lamb of God who takes away our sins.

o He is the Beloved Son of God sent to demonstrate the Father’s love.

o He is the Image of the invisible God

o He is the only way to the Father

o He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of His

nature.

o He is the heir of all things.

o He upholds the universe by His power.

o He is our sure foundation.

o He has made purification for our sins.

o He is King of kings and Lord of lords.

o He is our Living Hope.

o He is the same yesterday, today & forever.

o He is our redeemer, He paid our debt in full

o All things were created through Him and for Him!

o He is before all things and in Him all things hold together.

o He is the head of the body, the church.

o He is the first born from the dead.

o In Him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell!

o He has reconciled us to Himself by His death, making peace by the blood

of His cross.

● It seems that this is something that only the Father can reveal to us.

Matthew 16:16-17 (ESV)

Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
17

And Jesus

answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed

this to you, but my Father who is in heaven.

● How? By His Word and through His Spirt.

● The Father reveals His Son to us! Ask Him.

● We also discover here that it is a journey of discovering the mystery of God –

Christ Jesus.

● Peter knew His name, but not His identity!

● Sanctification is a race marked out with the Spirit.

Romans 10:17 (ESV)

So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.



John 17:17 (ESV)

Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.

● This is why we dwell – To know and grow!

2 Thessalonians 2:13 (ESV)

But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers beloved by the Lord,

because God chose you as the firstfruits to be saved, through sanctification by the Spirit

and belief in the truth.

● Ask God for the Holy Spirit – He gives good gifts!

Luke 9:21-30 (ESV)

And he strictly charged and commanded them to tell this to no one,
22

saying, “The Son

of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and

scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised.”

● This was the pinnacle of God’s plan of redemption.

● The problem was this was not Peter’s plan.

● A disciple is to follow or become like his teacher.

● Suffering many things and being rejected was not what Peter had in mind when

following the Christ.

● What about you? What did you sign up for?

● Fire insurance and forgiveness of your sins?

● We are promised that in this life we will have trouble, persecution, rejection,

suffering, trials of many kinds – the list is long and hard just like the path.

● But we are also promised that it will be worth it and that He will be with us.

Matthew 16:22-23 (ESV)

And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord!

This shall never happen to you.”
23

But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me,

Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of

God, but on the things of man.”

● Peter rebuked God and His plan. Do we do this?

● Often His plans include suffering in this world and our plans being changed.

● Have you given the Lord full reign in your life? Knowing this narrow path is

hard?

● Self-preservation is Satan’s plan as well as success in a worldly sense. If you

want to be first in the Kingdom you seek to be last and a servant. You humble

yourself!

● Worldly wealth and security is not your pursuit HE is!
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1 Timothy 6:6-10 (ESV)

But godliness with contentment is great gain,
7
for we brought nothing into the world,

and we cannot take anything out of the world.
8

But if we have food and clothing, with

these we will be content.
9

But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a

snare, into many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and

destruction.
10

For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this

craving that some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with

many pangs.



Luke 9:23-25 (ESV)

And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his

cross daily and follow me.
24

For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever

loses his life for my sake will save it.
25

For what does it profit a man if he gains the whole

world and loses or forfeits himself?

● Deny himself – much like humble himself – it’s a choice!

● It also means saying no to me so I can say yes to Him.

● Jesus modeled this for us in the garden.

● AMP – set aside selfish interests.

● How does this path benefit relationships?

● Where do you need to deny yourself right now?

● Self-denial is an act of letting go of the self – the willingness to forgo personal

pleasures or undergo personal trials in the pursuit of the increase good of

another.

● So what does it mean to take up your cross daily?

o AMP – expressing a willingness to endure whatever may come.

o To die to ourselves and sin – baptism

Galatians 2:20 (ESV)

I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.

And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and

gave himself for me.

Romans 12:1-2 (ESV)

I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a

living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.
2
Do not be

conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by

testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.
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Matthew 16:26-27 (ESV)

For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what

shall a man give in return for his soul?
27

For the Son of Man is going to come with his

angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay each person according to what

he has done.

Luke 9:26 (ESV)

For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words, of him will the Son of Man be ashamed

when he comes in his glory and the glory of the Father and of the holy angels.

Luke 18:18-21 (ESV)

And a ruler asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”
19

And

Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone.
20

You

know the commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery, Do not murder, Do not steal, Do

not bear false witness, Honor your father and mother.’”
21

And he said, “All these I have

kept from my youth.”

Matthew 19:20-21 (ESV)

The young man said to him, “All these I have kept. What do I still lack?”
21

Jesus said to



him, “If you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess and give to the poor, and you

will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.”

Luke 18:22-30 (ESV)

When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “One thing you still lack. Sell all that you have

and distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.”
23

But when he heard these things, he became very sad, for he was extremely rich.
24

Jesus, seeing that he had become sad, said, “How difficult it is for those who have wealth

to enter the kingdom of God!
25

For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a

needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.”
26

Those who heard it said,

“Then who can be saved?”
27

But he said, “What is impossible with man is possible with

God.”
28

And Peter said, “See, we have left our homes and followed you.”
29

And he said to

them, “Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or wife or brothers or

parents or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God,
30

who will not receive many

times more in this time, and in the age to come eternal life.”

Matthew 19:29-30 (ESV)

And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children

or lands, for my name’s sake, will receive a hundredfold and will inherit eternal life.
30

But many who are first will be last, and the last first.
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