
Rejecting Retaliation
Luke 9:51-56 (ESV)

When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem.
52

And he sent messengers ahead of him, who went and entered a village of the

Samaritans, to make preparations for him.
53

But the people did not receive him, because

his face was set toward Jerusalem.
54

And when his disciples James and John saw it, they

said, “Lord, do you want us to tell fire to come down from heaven and consume them?”
55

But he turned and rebuked them.
56

And they went on to another village.

James and John were offended and felt that what’s the use of having power if you

don’t use it on those who reject you? They put words to their anger.

● Have you ever been there?

o Your hurt, feel rejected, persecuted, disrespected or insulted.

▪ What is our ideal response?

Matthew 5:7-16 (ESV)

“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.
8

“Blessed are the pure in heart,

for they shall see God.
9

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of

God.
10

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is

the kingdom of heaven.
11

“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and

utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.
12

Rejoice and be glad, for

your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Luke 6:27-29 (ESV)

“But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you,
28

bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you.
29

To one who strikes you on

the cheek, offer the other also, and from one who takes away your cloak do not withhold

your tunic either.

Romans 12:14 (ESV)

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.

● What does our nature desire in that moment?

● Retaliation–vengeance/justice on our terms

● What does the Spirit desire to do through you?

● Love, bless, show mercy, forgive….

● How do we overcome our emotions / feelings?

● Talk to God rather than others!

● A gentle answer turns away wrath…

Proverbs 15:1 (ESV)

A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.

It is so important to listen to the Spirit in this moment rather than our flesh. Our

self-talk gets very critical and judgmental in these scenarios and we wonder into

stinking thinking. Often that requires a time out.

Luke 9:51 (ESV)

When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem.



● Our Lord Jesus was walking out the Father’s plan and knew His sacrificial

death awaited Him in Jerusalem. He was resolute and committed to His willing

sacrifice to save the world!

Hebrews 12:1-3 (ESV)

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside

every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that

is set before us,
2
looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy

that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the

right hand of the throne of God.
3
Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility

against himself, so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted.

● As the days draw near we should also be resolute knowing the fields are

white.

Luke 9:52-53 (ESV)

And he sent messengers ahead of him, who went and entered a village of the

Samaritans, to make preparations for him. But the people did not receive him, because

his face was set toward Jerusalem.

Sounds like the ministry of John the Baptist.

● How do we prepare the way for Jesus?

▪ It is more about hearts.

Does Jesus share the prejudice of Jew or Samaritan?

● Pre-judgement hinders the Gospel.

● Do you need to ask the Lord for help and healing in this area?

● We need to build bridges not dams.

▪ Political parties, sports team, college

▪ United we stand, divided we fall!

Luke 9:5 (ESV)

And wherever they do not receive you, when you leave that town shake off the dust from

your feet as a testimony against them.”

James and John wanted to go a step or to farther.

Luke 9:54 (ESV)

And when his disciples James and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to tell

fire to come down from heaven and consume them?”

Apparently these brothers had enough love and loyalty for Jesus that they wanted to

retaliate, and they thought they had enough faith that they could actually do this.

Video – The Chosen

When feeling rejected or despised, it is natural to feel like retaliating. Remember that

judgment belongs to God. Do not expect Him to use His might to carry out your

personal crusades.

Our response must not be anger or hostility — these attitudes steal our joy, damage

our hearts, and alienate unbelievers. Instead, our response should be love, blessing

and doing good when and where we can. When we are rejected, we just move on to the

next open door.



We do not know what’s in our heart before God. Sometimes we are filled with

vengeance, self-centeredness, or self-righteousness, and we don’t understand the

heart of the Lord. People often just want to fight for their own rights, or to seek justice

for themselves, but don’t understand that God’s will is always to sacrifice and to save.

Luke 9:55-56 (ESV)

But he turned and rebuked them.
56

And they went on to another village.

Look at the difference the Holy Spirit made in John’s life.

● 2 things are challenging about this.

▪ 1. People change – join God in that!

▪ 2. You change – join God in that!

● Repentance & Forgiveness

Prayer & Benediction


