
DWELL MAY 29, 2022

THINGS ABOVE

Once again, I will be sharing what I discovered relative to the DWELL theme.
_________

PLEASE STAND AS WE SHOW HONOR TO OUR CREATOR FOR HIS PRECIOUS

WORD.

TODAY’S TEXT IS Colossians 3:1-17

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at

the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth.

3 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your[a]

life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 5 Put to death therefore what is earthly

in you:[b] sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.

6 On account of these the wrath of God is coming.[c] 7 In these you too once walked, when you

were living in them. 8 But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and

obscene talk from your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old

self[d] with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge

after the image of its creator. 11 Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and

uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave,[e] free; but Christ is all, and in all.

12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness,

humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint

against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14

And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15 And let

the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be



thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in

all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to

God. 17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus,

giving thanks to God the Father through him.

THIS IS THE WORD OF THE LORD!

________

As a reminder, the theme of Dwell is mentioned hundreds of times throughout scripture.  Each

time it references the concept that our Creator desires to be in relationship with us.  Jesus tells us

that abiding and remaining close to Him and His Word is how we show we love Him.  He

explains in John 15 that we can do nothing without being connected to Him.  It is the love

language of God for us to regularly meditate on His Word and to spend time in prayer, to listen to

His voice and act on His teaching.  Our memory verse is Colossians 3:16-17.  We will begin in

Colossians 3.

________

By now we know the basic meaning of Dwell.

TO RESIDE, TO STAY. TO REMAIN.  TO ABIDE.

How is that going?  We are in May almost June.  No matter what, be encouraged.  Do not

let the negative set in.  Those are the enemies lies.  He wants you to be defeated so he has

less to do.  Every day is a new day!  Jesus called us to take up our cross daily.  Keep going.

Change requires Change!

Build on Yesterday!

God is with you which means it is possible!

Keep Going and Keep growing!



_________

THE TITLE OF THE MESSAGE :  Things Above.

VERSE FOR MAY. 16 - Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing

one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in

your hearts to God.

Chapter 3 is often given the title Rules for Holy Living.  The ESV heading is Put on the
New Self.

Apostle Paul is addressing the controversies and heretical issues taking place in Colosse.  Paul
did not actually visit there, but he had trained up several who did including Epaphras.  It is
believed that Paul and Epaphras met in Rome to discuss the concerns of the Colossian Church
such as extreme Jewish tradition and Gnosticism-essentially believed Jesus was only an
enlightened one and denied He was fully God in human form.  This is the basis of the letter.

He outlines that Jesus is God, the Creator, head of the church, the resurrected one, fully God and
fully man as well as the reconciler.  The completely adequate source of salvation in all fulness.
That all of what traditions or beliefs the Colossians were holding onto, was completely
inadequate.  Paul outlines these things in Chapters 1 and 2 including the freedom in a life with
Christ.  This leads us to Chapter 3 which is where we will pick up the text.
________

V. 1 - If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ
is, seated at the right hand of God.

Notice the implication here.  Paul is pointing out the critical component of Christianity.  The
resurrection.  Jesus was indeed resurrected from the dead.  This is the lynchpin of our faith.
Many were crucified.  Only one rose again.  Now, we too are resurrected when we accept Christ
as Lord and submit our lives to Him as our King.

He is not in the tomb any longer and neither are we by the power of the Holy Spirit our
citizenship is in Heaven!

V. 2 - Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth.

This is a critical piece of this message.  It is an expression of an active effort to seek, desire and
become fully engrossed with Our Savior Jesus Christ and the Hope of Heaven.  Here is the tricky
part.  All things on earth are created by God.  Not all of them are evil.  Is it safe to say that some
things can be both evil and good?  Possibly.  When the things of this world distract us from our
relationship with God, Jesus, the Word.  Yes.   This requires us to be connected to the vine.
Sometimes good things need to be removed from our lives because they become less good and



God has something greater in store.  The things above are always good.

God the Father, Jesus Christ Our Lord, the Holy Spirit, the Word of God, Salvation, Eternity with
Our Creator.  These are things we should always keep in the front of our minds.

DWELL!  REMAIN, ABIDE, RESIDE with the Lord.

V. 3 - For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.

Question: how many of you actually believe you have literally died when you accepted Jesus
Christ as Lord and submitted to Him?  Maybe when you first were saved.  At Baptism? How
about now?

Question: Are you a new creation still if you have been saved 5 years? 10?  50?

Yes you are!  You are a new creation from the second you make the choice to follow Jesus.
From that point forward each of us have the Holy Spirit sealed inside of us.  We continue to
evolve-become sanctified.  It is a lifelong process.  As we Dwell in the Word and with Jesus, we
become more and more like Jesus.  Think about that for a moment.  Incredible!

See 2 Corinthians 5:17-Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has
passed away; behold, the new has come.

V. 4 - When Christ, who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.

What an amazing statement.  We live in expectation that Christ will return and when He does, he
is coming to Rule and Reign.  We will too!  That should be such an encouragement.  No matter
what we are going through the Hope of Jesus’ return is close.  He is coming.  AMEN!

One other thought.  Paul makes an important claim.  “Christ who is your life.”  In our Western
lifestyles, we see all sorts of media suggesting that “something” is life.  I.e., Football, baseball,
flying, golfing, is life.   As believers we must be careful that these things do not become idols
and take the place of God.  I sam speaking from a personal point of view.  It is dangerous.  We
want very much to be prepared for Jesus’ return, and frankly, those things are not life.  They do
not survive.  Except baseball.  See Genesis 1:1- In the “big-inning...”

Bottom line is that Jesus is Life for believers.  He must be!

See Philippians 1:21-For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain

V. 5 -Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion,
evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.

Do you know that sin is you enemy?  This verse calls us to put those very specific sins to death.
Apostle Paul explains that we must be mortified with such things.  There is no room in the



Christian walk for such things.

Dr. Rosaria Butterfield- a former liberal activist who gave her life to Jesus over 25 years ago and
is now a powerful defender of Jesus stated that what Paul is saying is clear.  In a recent interview,
she stated that sin must be killed in our lives.  We cannot give satan an inch.  She stated that “the
cross is not there to be friends with the sin it crushes.”

Think about this for a moment.  What are we letting slip in.  How is this happening?  Are we in
the Word daily?  Are we meditating on it? Are we letting a little sin in thinking it’s not a big
deal?  I think of that old song “does He still feel the nails every time I fail.”

If so, would that change how we approach sin?

Dr. Butterfield likened certain sin to a domesticated animal.  We actually make an effort to
domesticate it.  She analogized a sweet, little tiger cub we take in and raise up.  It is so sweet and
beautiful.  Then one day it is all grown up.  One day it eats us alive.  Ponder that and I will ask
you a key question on this later.



V. 6 - On account of these the wrath of God is coming. V. 7 - In these you too once walked,
when you were living in them.

What is the result of letting sin in?  Certain death and eternal separation from God.  We are
destined to receive His wrath.  This is why sin must be killed.  ONLY JESUS CAN DO THAT!
We must humble come to Jesus.  This does not mean we will be perfect.  We all will be works in
progress.  When we mess up, we are called to Repent.

Do you realize that God actually saves us from Himself.  When Jesus came to save, He came to
save us from the certain wrath of God.  That moved me this week.

Also, repentance really should be a daily process. It is likely an hourly process if we are being
honest.  Thank you Lord for your grace.  How awesome is it to know that we can leave all our
sin at the foot of the cross?  Praise God for that.  Of course, the Holy Spirit is our connection to
becoming more and more like Jesus.  We will mess up.  We are not to abuse that amazing grace,
and we keep moving forward.

V. 8 - But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk
from your mouth.

Jesus said Matthew 12 that out of the mouth, the heart speaks.  Verse 8 commands us to put those
away.

See James 3:9-10 -With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who
are made in the likeness of God. 10 From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My
brothers, these things ought not to be so.

Ephesians 4:29- let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good
for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear.

How?  Dwell.  Stay in the Word.  Stay in community.  Continue in Prayer and constant
communication with the Lord.



V. 9 -Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices
V. 10- and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of
its creator.

Jesus made this clear in various conversations with Pharisees and Saducees.  Apostle Paul refers
again to the new creation we become in Christ. Never think that we have some special exception
or entitlement to sin.  We are called to remove all traces of the world.  We are called to remove
old habits.  That may not be easy, but it our calling as believers.  We must be intentional.  We
must seek the Holy Spirit.  We must see to know God more and more each day through regular
and consistent prayer, meditation and listening.

We are made in the image of God.

See Genesis 1:27-So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created
him; male and female he created them.

V. 11- Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and un-circumcised, barbarian,
Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all.

There are no more barriers.  No more separation in society.  Jesus came for all.

V. 12- Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness,
humility, meekness, and patience,
V. 13- bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each
other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.

God chose us! He pursued us.  He chased after us.  When we repent and receive Jesus, we are to
become the light of Jesus to the world- His witnesses (Acts 1:8).  We then reflect Jesus as the
fruit of the vine (John 15:8) and the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22-25).

It is through God’s kindness that people come to Repentance. (Romans 2:4). We are called to
reconcile with others and help reconcile them to Jesus- to Christ’s ambassadors. (2 Corinthians
5:17-21).

God is so patient with us.  We are commanded to do the same in v. 13.  God knows we will sin
again.  How humbling is that?  What is our response?  (Matthew 18:21-35) The parable of the
Unmerciful Servant.  That is a model for us to follow completely.

V. 14- And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.
15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one
body. And be thankful.

Sacrificial, unifying love is our calling.  The result is peace.



Know Jesus, Know Peace.
No Jesus, No Peace.

When we hold grudges.  Sin intentionally.  Turn our backs on love, we miss the opportunity to
bring others to see Jesus.  We may be the only window to Jesus.  Jesus saves lives!  Is that our
mind set?  Dwell.  Abide.  This will help eliminate such set backs.

V. 16 - Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in
all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts
to God. V. 17- And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

These verses outline how we, as believers, ought to follow Jesus.  We can do this when we stay

plugged in. Look to Jesus.  Look to eternity.  Sometimes it might call us to admonish other

believers in love.  When we DWELL in the Lord, we shine for the world.  We live in harmony

and peace.  We are His temple and we are to keep it holy through regular and constant

sanctification.

See Psalms 119-1-8 as well as verses 10-11; 36-37 and verse 105

See Psalms 19:14 and 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18.

_____________WORSHIP TEAM

Questions:
1. What sinful “animal(s)” are you trying to domesticate?
2.  What will it take to “kill” it/them?
3.  Are you underestimating your

enemy?
4.  Are you repenting daily?
5.  Are you in an accountability

relationship?
__________
Applications:  Here is the Good News!

$ Jesus paid it all at the cross!
$ We no longer need to live in hiding or in shame.
$ We have Victory over death and sin

because of Jesus’ work on the cross!
$ He invites us all to a personal relationship with Him.
Praise God!


