
DWELL AUGUST 28, 2022

MORE AND MORE GRACE

GOOD MORNING!  Every day is a new day and God’s mercies are new every morning.

AMEN!

_________

Such a privilege to share this message of the Lord. I am extremely stirred up about this message

today.  God has stirred me thoroughly in preparation for this message. Humbling.  Each time, the

preparation leads back to solid truths.  He is real!  He loves me.  He loves you. It is a kind of love

that it is hard to get our head around.  He actually desires to be in a closer, more intimate

relationship with us.  He is there. It provides such peace.  So let’s slow down.  Let’s take a deep

breath. Let’s open our minds and hearts today. Find rest and peace in this moment.  He told me to

tell you that He is with you and that He is here in this place and that He is here to encourage you,

to lift you up, to inspire you, to grow you.  To let you know that today is a NEW DAY!  His

Mercies are New every morning.

__________

LET’S PRAY!

_________

Today’s message is titled More and More Grace.

________

PLEASE STAND AS WE SHOW HONOR TO OUR CREATOR FOR HIS PRECIOUS

WORD.

_________



TODAY’S TEXT IS James 4: 1-10

Warning Against Worldliness

1 What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that
your passions are at war within you?
2 You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so
you fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask.
3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your
passions.
4 You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is
enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes
himself an enemy of God.
5 Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, "He yearns
jealously over the spirit that he has made to dwell in us"?
6 But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, "God opposes the proud, but gives
grace to the humble."
7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.
8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you
sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.
9 Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning
and your joy to gloom.
10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you.

THIS IS THE WORD OF THE LORD!

________

BE ENCOURAGED THE LORD IS WITH YOU!

THERE IS JOY IN THE LORD!

_______

As we continue to review scripture in light of our DWELL theme this month, the focus of the

message is from the Book of James Chapter 4.

_______
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Let’s review previous months’ messages. We reviewed Chapter 14 where Jesus stated clearly that

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. We learned the love language of God in us

obeying God’s teaching.  In John: Chapter 15, Jesus explained that we need Him.  We can do

nothing without Him. We must stay connected to Him.  In John 16, Jesus states clearly that we

should take heart because He has overcome the world!  Last month in John 17, we recognized

that Jesus actually loves us so much that He prays for us.  As He was about to go to the cross for

our sin, He spent time in prayer for us modeling an essential discipline of prayer.  He desires for

us as believers to be unified.  To come together and to demonstrate the love of God. Just

Awesome!  He has continued to show us through His precious Word that when we remain in His

Word and in prayer, He will reveal Himself to us.  Jesus is constantly showing us the gracious

Father. Now we transition to our Dwell Verses, but before we do, let’s take a look.

_______

DWELL: TO RESIDE, TO STAY. TO REMAIN.  TO ABIDE.

Let’s take stock.  We are at the end of August.  Always good to self-evaluate. So, How is

your Dwell time going?  How has your intentional time with God been going?  Has it

improved? Been more fruitful?  Growing?  If so, awesome!  Keep going.  Those around and

in contact with you need Jesus and you may very well be the only window to Him today.

Praise God for that opportunity.

Or maybe your Dwell time has kind of flattened out.  Maybe it’s gotten static.  That’s OK.

Be encouraged. Wherever you are today, keep going.  The Lord is with you! Keep seeking

Him.  Keep watchful in prayer and you MUST guard your prayer time! Guard your prayer

time!  Be intentional. Seek to find freedom from distractions to make that time a priority.

Maybe you have lost your way.  You have become disconnected from God.  Your time with



God has diminished.  Listen, God never stopped loving you.  He is still there.  He is still

pursuing you.  His love is everlasting.  God can’t love you anymore, and He won’t love you

any less.  Be encouraged as you finish the last 4 months of the year.  Be encouraged as you

look to next year.  Dwelling does not end on December 31, 2022.  Let’s keep looking up and

beyond.  You have got this because He has got you!  Praise God!

______

THE TITLE OF THIS MESSAGE THAT THE LORD BROUGHT TO ME IS “More and More

Grace.”

CONTEXT

We are delving into the Book of James.

________

The author is widely thought to be James the half-brother of Jesus. James was not a

follower of Jesus during the Savior’s time on earth but eventually became a prolific apostle

similar to the other apostles including Paul.  James too, saw believed the Lord after he was

resurrected. After witnessing the Lord’s resurrected body, James became one of the leaders

of the church at Jerusalem. Peter singled him out among the other Christians there

following Peter’s miraculous release from prison.  See Acts 12:17. James made the critical

speech in Jerusalem to the Council and, Paul even referred to James as one of the pillars of

the church in Galatians Chapter 2.

For me personally, James is one of the “go to” Books in all of Scripture.  It is one of if not

the first book in the Bible, my father introduced to me as a boy.  It is relatable.  It is clear.

It is such an excellent book for life lessons according to Christ.

For James, faith is practical and can be applied to the real world.  He gives many examples

of faith enduring in the trials of life.  James calls on believers to call on God for wisdom

and to hold their tongues in check.  He explains the need for setting aside wickedness,

visiting orphans and widows, and not playing favorites. James stresses how critical a life of



faith is.  It impacts every aspect of life.  He believed that a life of faith moves others to be

willing to engage with others for the sake of Christ. James recognized that even believers

should not coexist with people who ignore those less fortunate. He asks believers to closely

evaluate how well our faith is lining up with how we are living.  Faith without works is

dead in James 2:26.

In Chapter 4, James is addressing some real issues with believers.  That is important to

grasp.  The issues he expresses concern over are the same today.  The methods to dealing

with them is also the same.  DWELL in the Lord!

________

Let’s begin by remembering the MEMORY VERSE FOR AUGUST- James 4:4-5

You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with

God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of

God. 5 Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, "He yearns jealously

over the spirit that he has made to dwell in us"?

_________

Generally, Chapter 4 of James is titled WARNINGS AGAINST WORLDLINESS and the

Main point is the Grace abounds to each of us.  More and more grace!  The Lord of all

Creation, the Ruler of the Universe offers you more and more grace each and every day.

Praise God!

_________

Let’s begin with verse one

1 What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that
your passions are at war within you?

James is speaking of conflict between believers.  He is pointing out sinfulness. We too are

sinful.  Since the fall where in the garden of Eden where Adam and Eve listened to lies of
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the enemy, sin entered God’s perfect creation.  Then, we see the first conflict in Cain and

Abel.  This sinfulness continues to the present day.

Let’s look at James 3:13 - 18 – which is a lead into Chapter 4.

13 Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let him show his
works in the meekness of wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in
your hearts, do not boast and be false to the truth. 15 This is not the wisdom that comes
down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 16 For where jealousy and selfish
ambition exist, there will be disorder and every vile practice. 17 But the wisdom from above
is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial
and sincere. 18 And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.

James refers to Godly wisdom here which comes from above.  In the believer there cannot

be selfish ambition or jealousy or false, empty boasting.  This leads to disorder and every

vile practice.  Yet wisdom from above leads to peace, mercy. It produces fruit that is

sincere.  By this a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.  This

appears to mean the believers bring righteousness or that by bringing peace, believers

obtain the reward which is eternal life.  Either way, the result is peace from above.

Now as we move back to James Chapter 4, we notice the various causes of conflict in

believers.  It is the desire and the passions for the world and the things in this world.  This

is also known as hedonism.

CAUSES – 1. Hedonism-  philosophical position that takes the pursuit of pleasure as the

primary motivating element of life, based upon a view that "pleasure is good."

In the Greek “hedone”- translates simply to pleasure, enjoyment, delight.  In hedonism

pleasure is the chief goal of life.  The deep desire to avoid pain.  Whatever feels good is

good.  If it makes you happy it must be alright.

There are many who believe this.  Many believers as well.  That is who James is speaking

to. He is talking to believers who are not getting along.

He points out that conflict comes from seeking pleasure as chief goal of life.



It is essentially Christian Hedonism.  The desire to have pleasure.  Many believe that the

Christian life does bring pleasure.  There is certainly a large section of believers that

believe the more you frown and are bummed out you then the more spiritual you are in the

things of God. Many refuse to see God because they have to give up their pleasures.   This is

not so.  There is joy in the Lord!  Believers ought to be the most joyful people on the planet.

When we realize that we needed a Savior, when God opened our eyes and we recognized

how wretched we were and still are often times, we should shout for joy and desire to tell

the world.  Not to trivialize this, but we are on the greatest team in history.  Better than the

1927 Yankees, better than the 1980 Edmonton Oilers, better than any dynasty ever.  We are

on Team Jesus.  We cheer for our teams.  Our athletes that we admire, we cheer for them

keep going.  I say, GO JESUS!  GO JESUS!

Now there is a time to cry and weep. That time is when pleasure is the number one goal of

our lives.

You see our chief goal should be to know God.  We should seek to know Him and to enjoy

Him because He is everything.  Without God there is no pleasure and no joy.  As we pursue

happiness in the world, we never truly find it.  It is elusive.  When you pursue God, the

result is joy!  Yet the results of seeking worldly pleasure is conflict.  We are seeing a glimpse

in verse 1 what James is pointing towards in his writing.  Now let’s look at verse 2.

Verse 2
2 You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so
you fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask.

James is not speaking of literally killing here.  He is intentionally trying to make a wake up

call.  We can see the reference in Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount- where He essentially says

that anger towards a brother is murder.

Matthew 5: 21-23  “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not

murder; and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’ 22 But I say to you that everyone
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who is angry with his brotherwill be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be

liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire.

That should be a wakeup call to all of us.

Then James continues in verse 2 by clarifying why we fight and have conflict.

Prayerlessness or prayer with selfish motives. “You have not because you ask not.”

PRAYERLESSNESS.  This draw us back to the theme for the year DWELL.  I cannot state

this more emphatically - Guard your prayer time!

James continues to move on this subject of prayer- in other words, dwelling in the Lord

and His Word, in verse 3.

Verse 3
3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your
passions.

James points out that when we actually do ask, we pray for what we want.  This is not

God’s intention.  The purpose of prayer should be that God’s will be done even if we do not

like it because we know that God knows what is best for us.  It is not to have God bend to

us. Prayer is to aligning ourselves with the purposes of God.  It is God “thy will be done!”

Let’s look at Matthew 6:7-10 where Jesus gives a model for prayer.

7 “And when you pray, do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do, for they think that

they will be heard for their many words. 8 Do not be like them, for your Father knows what

you need before you ask him. 9 Pray then like this: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed

be your name, 10 Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

What is overlooked here is verse 7 referring to the empty phrases and using many words.

Are we guilty of this?   Here’s the clincher.  God the Father knows what you need before

you ask Him!  So He is looking for you to line up your desires with His.  That you seek His

Kingdom.  His will.  On earth as in Heaven.
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Thy will be done Lord!  We can come to the Lord confidently.  Let’s look at 1 John 5.

1 John 5:14-15 : And this is the confidence that we have toward Him, that if we ask

anything according to His will He hears us. 15 And if we know that He hears us in whatever

we ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked of Him.

James is telling the believers that they are praying with a hedonistic heart.  What about us?

Are we praying with a hedonistic heart?  Selfish and prideful desires or are we seeking to

have each and every thing line up with God’s will.  That will take some close introspection.

But God is gracious.  He is there for you right now.  Amen!

James points to the cause- Worldliness-  The title of this Chapter is title Warnings against

Worldliness.  That is concern for affairs and things of life and the world as opposed to

spiritual and eternal affairs.  This is the Cause of conflict.  Now James is about to get

personal.

Verse 4
4 You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is
enmity with God? Therefore, whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes
himself an enemy of God.

That is about as in your face as one can get.  He is calling believers adulterers.  By being

consumed with the affairs of this world, we are odds and in direct conflict with God.  An

enemy of God!

Let me take a diversion here.  We are entering an election season for the next few months.

We will justify certain behaviors related to freedoms and liberties being taken away.  We

will potentially ruin our opportunities to be God’s witness by our behavior.  We get caught

up even consumed in affairs of this world.  This is a problem.  Can you see it?  There is a

fine line between Seeking the will of God and seeking to fight for freedom in the name of

God.
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Romans 13:1-2 states “Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is

no authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2 Therefore

whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will

incur judgment. 

That is challenging.  When it comes down to it, there is no authority except from God.  How

do we combat this urge to get caught up with the affairs of the world. DWELL!

Now back to verse 4: We become an enemy of God.

We are wed to God.  This started with Israel.

Jeremiah 31:31-32 -  “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a

new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32 not like the covenant that I

made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the

land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, declares

the LORD. 

The bride of God. Israel committed spiritual adultery.

Also, Jesus is the Heavenly Bridegroom.

John 3: 29-30- The one who has the bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the bridegroom,

who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom's voice. Therefore, this joy of

mine is now complete. 30 He must increase, but I must decrease.”

We as Christians we are the bride of Christ.  When we turn our hearts away from God and

we long for the world and desire the things of the world, we are committing Spiritual

Adultery.  Lust of the flesh and eyes as well as pridefulness in life.  Being controlled by

passions and living for possessions.  This is what James is speaking of. When we begin to

love the world, we are in conflict with God which allows for conflict to enter into

relationships.  Now, as James begins to paint this picture of conflict and strife, he alludes to

something a bit brighter.

Verse 5
5 Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, "He yearns jealously over
the spirit that he has made to dwell in us"?
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God has given us His Spirit.  God is jealous for us.  He desires us. This can be a good thing.

Isn’t it amazing that the God of the Universe desires to be in unity with us.  Here we see

that God made the Spirit to dwell in us so that in turn we will dwell in Him. Jealousy can

be good.

God made us.  He knows every hair on our heads.  He gave us His Spirit to Dwell in us.

Think about that.  God longs for my devotion and commitment.

Application: Are you finding yourself committing spiritual adultery?  Seeking the pleasures

of this life outside of God.  God gave us the Holy Spirit and He is jealous over us.

In marriage, fidelity and commitment are part of the vows, the promises. Spouses should be

jealous as God is for us.  When we are married, we believe it takes three- husband, wife and

Jesus.  Yet, what is the priority?

Has our love for God grown cold? Even lukewarm? Have we become a friend of the world?

Surrender to the Holy Spirit.  He is moving.  He is tugging.  He is prodding and prompting!

Jesus does give us warning in the Parable of the Sower.

Matthew 13:22: As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word,

but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves

unfruitful. 

This is where the Sower, Jesus, is sowing seeds into others.  Here the seed is choked out by

the world like thorns and weeds.

Application: How easy is it for our desire for God to get choked out by the desires for the

world?  Selfishness, pridefulness, worldliness, prayerless.

But there is good news!  There is a cure, a panacea, a cure-all.



THE CURE!!

Verse 6
6 But he gives more grace. Therefore, it says, "God opposes the proud, but gives
grace to the humble."

Proverbs 3:34 - Toward the scorners he is scornful, but to the humble he gives favor.

THE CURE IS THE GRACE OF GOD!  MORE AND MORE GRACE.  SOME

TRANSLATION state “GREATER GRACE.”

_________

Now this grace is not the same as Saving Grace.  This is Common, everyday, grace.

Yes, we are saved by grace as the famous song Amazing Grace points out.  It saved a

wretch like me.  I once was blind but now I see.  Praise God!

Ephesians 2:8-9: For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own

doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 

Nothing we do saves us.  It is not because of us.  Our Salvation is all because of the Saving

Grace of God. Unmerited favor which was given freely.

However, once we are saved, we need daily grace.  Grace for living.  That is what James is

referring to here in verse 6.  It is such good news!

Each day we need grace for living for our activities for Every single day.  For our hurts,

our hang ups, our concerns, our insecurities.  When we are attacked by the enemy.  We

need MORE and MORE GRACE.

John 1:16- For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For the law was

given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 
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In this verse the “Grace upon Grace” translates in Greek to Grace overflowing with more

Grace.

In Romans 5:20- Now the law came in to increase the trespass, but where sin

increased, grace abounded all the more, 21 so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also might

reign through righteousness leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Where since was prevalent Grace overflowed more and more. Where there is overflowing

sin there is overflowing grace.  Is that not Awesome and so encouraging!

________

However, like any good thing, we must be on guard.  This beautiful, free gift of grace can

and often is abused.

Romans 6: 1-2 - What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may

abound? 2 By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 

We need God’s sustaining grace in all circumstances.  God’s grace pours over us daily.  It is

ongoing.  Overwhelming!  We must Dwell in the Lord and in His Word to continue

experience is unending grace.  Even in our challenging times and difficult moments of life.

We see the example of the Apostle Paul who makes a peculiar reference to difficulty.  This

is not related to all the challenges he experienced on his missionary journeys.  Lets look at

this in 2 Corinthians 12:1-10 - I must go on boasting. Though there is nothing to be gained

by it, I will go on to visions and revelations of the Lord. 2 I know a man in Christ who

fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven—whether in the body or out of the

body I do not know, God knows. 3 And I know that this man was caught up

into paradise—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows— 4 and he

heard things that cannot be told, which man may not utter. 5 On behalf of this man I will

boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses— 6 though if I should

wish to boast, I would not be a fool, for I would be speaking the truth; but I refrain from it,

so that no one may think more of me than he sees in me or hears from me. 7 So to keep me



from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, a thorn

was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from becoming

conceited. 8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me. 9 But he

said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in

weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power

of Christ may rest upon me. 10 For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses,

insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

________

Here we see Paul’s thorn in his flesh.  At the beginning of Chapter 12, he discusses his

amazing supernatural experience.  Yet, God gave him a thorn in his flesh. It is not exactly

known what that was; however, he explains why it was there.  It seems that if Paul only had

that supernatural experience, he would have become proud, conceited.  Paul pleaded with

God to take it away.  He kept saying no.  He was clear.  My Grace is sufficient for you.

Grace abounds to the humble.  It is always pouring over.

Our normal prayer context is to ask God to take things away. God might be humbling you,

me.  God said no to Paul on several occasions.

God gave Paul more grace and it will be sufficient for you as well. Paul realized that his

strength will be made perfect in Paul’s weakness.  Paul was thankful because of his

weakness. He stated, “When I am weak, I am strong.”

Application: What is our posture in moments of struggle? Our times of pain and

difficulty?  Are we prone to turn to God and His overwhelming grace?  In Paul’s case, he

realized that the power of God could rest upon him, and it moved him to the throne of

Grace.  What an awesome example for each of us.

When we feel like we cannot take it anymore, remember God is with you!  When reach the

point where want this “thorn” to end, God is just getting started! More and more Grace

overflowing.



How do we experience this overwhelming, overflowing grace? Thankfully, James provides

a clear set of answers for that question.

First, we must Submit to God. God is saying Humble yourself.  See verse 6.

Verse 7
7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.

The essence of sin is pride and selfishness.  We are either living our life my way or His way.

We are either after His will or mine.  We must Submit to God.  We must get back to basics

and DWELL in Him.

Understand here that this verse is a command.  Not suggestions. But it comes with and

amazing promise.  He will flee from you!!  Can you imagine seeing the backside of the

enemy running away from you.  Praise God!  He will literally flee from you when you resist

the devil.  We must actively resist, and actively submit ourselves daily to God, His Word,

Our Prayer time and His Community of believers.

Remember:  This life is a battleground.  There is a spiritual battle going on every day.  As

Pastor Colin so eloquently preached on last month, we must put on the Full Armor of God.

God has provided all we need to defend against the enemy.  To be on offense.  To go

forward sharing the Gospel.  See Ephesians 6 and it is clear that is a spiritual battle for life

and death.

Remember also that those tools God has provided have tremendous power. We have the

tools.

2 Corinthians 10: 4 -  For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine

power to destroy strongholds.

The next part of the answer is to draw near to God.  DWELL!

Verse 8
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8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you
sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.

The Command in verse 8 is to draw near.   DWELL.  Turn toward God, He runs to you.

Promise: He will draw near to you.

Remember the Prodigal son in Luke 15. The son demanded his inheritance.  He essentially

wanted it knowing it was as if he were saying that his father was dead because that is the

only way one normally obtains an inheritance.  He wasted it.  He ended up literally in a pig

pen.  Destitute, down and out, living with pigs.  Then he comes to his senses. He returns to

his home and is going to ask for forgiveness.

Luke 15:20- And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his

father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 

The key here is while he was still a long way off.  The father was longing and looking for his

son. He always was there.  The son took that first step and the father started to run to him.

He embraced and kissed him.  When we take that first step, God runs to us!

Imagine what the son might have been thinking as he sees his father running at him.

Probably that he was in for trouble.  Maybe a verbal whiplashing or scolding?  No way.

The father threw his arms around him and he had a celebration.  God is running for you.

Take that first step!

In the last part of verse 8 we see James spelling out how we should respond.  We should

take action.  We should cleanse our hands.  We should come to the table of forgiveness.  We

must ask to God to cleanse our hears to change our attitude.  To move in a profound way.

Draw near to God.  He WILL draw near to you

________

Verse 9 might hurt your feelings a little bit.

Verse 9
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9 Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning
and your joy to gloom.

Is God telling us to be miserable here?  Well honestly, He is.

Matthew 5:4 -Blessed are those that mourn.  They shall be comforted.

We ought to be broken and feeling wretched when we recognize how we have fallen short.

We should be miserable, but this is temporary.  The comfort comes in the form of Joy

which comes after weeping and genuinely repenting.

King David who was a man after God’s own heart was also a literal adulterer and

murderer.  He lost his joy. He was dried up inside

Psalm 32:4 - For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was dried

up as by the heat of summer. 

He genuinely repented after being dried up inside by his sin. He asked for the joy of the

Lord to be restored in Psalm 51.

Psalm 51:12 -Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit.

David clearly lost his joy.  He was restored because he truly repented and humbly asked for

joy to be restored

Psalm 126:6 - He who goes out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come home with

shouts of joy, bringing his sheaves with him.

Lastly, James directs us to humble ourselves. The promise:  God will exalt you and lift you

up!

Verse 10
10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and He will exalt you.
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He will lift you up.

Application:  Don’t wait for God to humble you.  Humble yourself. Dwell in Him.  Be

Joyful and experience the Miracle of grace.

It is a miracle that we have what we have.  Not stuff, but the God of the Universe coming

after us.  Encouraging us.  Exalting us.

Part of a poem and a song to encourage us

I'm waiting here for my life to change
When the waters stir, You can rearrange me
Just one touch is all I need
I have nothing much, but the wounds I feel
I've come to find the help of the Miracle Man
Saviour, Healer
I'm standing at the feet of the Miracle Maker
I'm staring in the face of the Miracle Maker
I'm walkin' in the shoes of my Miracle Maker
I'm standing with the faith of a Miracle Maker
Who was and is and is to come

Worship Team please come:

Lord bless you all!


