
Rich Toward God
Luke 12:13-21 (ESV)

Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance

with me.”
14

But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over you?”
15

And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one’s

life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.”
16

And he told them a parable,

saying, “The land of a rich man produced plentifully,
17

and he thought to himself, ‘What

shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’
18

And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear

down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods.
19

And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat,

drink, be merry.”’
20

But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you,

and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’
21

So is the one who lays up

treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.”

● What is the Lord’s perspective on greed?

● Are you a hoarder or distributor of God’s gifts?

● What is the balance between saving and generosity?

● What does it mean to be rich towards God?

● What should be our attitude towards money?

Luke 12:13 (ESV)

Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance

with me.”

● Jesus addressed his heart

● The Holy Spirit often points to our heart.

Luke 12:14 (ESV)

But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over you?”

Luke 12:15 (ESV)

And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one’s

life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.”

● Jesus does not enter in to this conflict.

● Jesus speaks to the real issue and problem

● What is covetousness?

● Covetousness: an insatiable desire for worldly gain

● Jesus has a different perspective and Truth.

● Life is not measured by what you have.

● Money is not the problem here it is his heart!

● Have you given money to much credit?

● Do you love money?

● What would you do for it?

● If you do have money and gain more what is your default response?

Luke 12:16-19 (ESV)

And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man produced plentifully,
17

and

he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’
18

And he

said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will



store all my grain and my goods.
19

And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample

goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.”’

● Who is responsible for this plentiful crop?

● Is the Lord generous towards us?

● Do you give as you have been given?

● Are you living a life or gratitude/generosity?

● Are you investing in your kingdom or His?

● What do you do with your first and best?

● What does this teach about saving/retirement?
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Matthew 6:19-21 (ESV)

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and

where thieves break in and steal,
20

but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where

neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.
21

For where

your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Matthew 6:24 (ESV)

“No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he

will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.

1 Timothy 6:5-12 (ESV)

But godliness with contentment is great gain,
7
for we brought nothing into the world,

and we cannot take anything out of the world.
8

But if we have food and clothing, with

these we will be content.
9

But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a

snare, into many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and

destruction.
10

For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this

craving that some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with

many pangs.
11

But as for you, O man of God, flee these things. Pursue righteousness,

godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness.
12

Fight the good fight of the faith. Take

hold of the eternal life to which you were called and about which you made the good

confession in the presence of many witnesses.

Luke 12:20 (ESV)

But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you

have prepared, whose will they be?’

● Who determines your future?

● What will the Lord say of you on that Day?

● Does how we treat worldly wealth matter?

Luke 12:21 (ESV)

So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.”

1 Timothy 6:17-19 (ESV)

As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes

on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with everything to

enjoy.
18

They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to

share,
19

thus storing up treasure for themselves as a good foundation for the future, so

that they may take hold of that which is truly life.



● Are you preparing for eternity?

● Who are you investing in?

Prayer & Benediction


